
 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

_____1.  Each new medium begins by imitating its __________. 

a) predecessors 

b) patients 

c) successors 

d) descendants 

 

_____2.  What aspect do comics and film share in their potential imagery? 

a) Range and versatility 

b) Intimacy 

c) Control 

d) Faithfulness 

 

_____3.  What aspect do comics and written word share? 

a) Range and versatility 

b) Intimacy 

c) Control 

d) Faithfulness 

 

_____4.  Comics rely on __________ sense(s) to convey a world of experience. 

a) One 

b) Six 

c) Five 

d) Three 

 

 

  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

5.  Correctly label each of the three corners of the Pictoral Plane with the following terms: 

 

 Reality 

 Language 

 The Abstract 

 

(If completing the test on an answer sheet or on your own sheet of notebook paper, then draw and 

properly label the Pictoral Plane.) 

  

  



 



 

_____6.  What style captures the beauty and complexity of the visible world? 

a) Cartoons 

b) Moment-to-moment 

c) Abstraction 

d) Realism 

 



 

_____7.  What is the most common type of transition in the most 

storytelling technique used in comics? 

a) Action-to-action 

b) Scene-to-scene 

c) Subject-to-subject 

d) Moment-to-moment 

 

_____8.  When readers discover comics for the first time, comics 

act as an __________ between storyteller and audience. 

a) interpreter 

b) intermediary 

c) instigator 

d) barrier 
 

 



 

 

  



 

_____9.  Widening the shape of a panel can affect the __________ of time. 

a) romanticization 

b) perception 

c) characterization 

d) depiction 

 

_____10.  Each panel of a comic shows a __________. 

a) Single moment in time 

b) several motions in time 

c) illusion of time and motion 

d) multiple moments in time 

 

_____11.  Which of the following point in time of the panel is represented by where your eyes are 

focused? 

a) Present 

b) Depends 

c) Past 

d) Future 

 

_____12. Which of the following is an assumption that comics artists make about the reader? 

a) They read the panels in correct order. 

b) They read the comics in one sitting. 

c) The will like the story. 

d) They have read the previous stories in the series. 

 

_____13.  In comics, words represent that which can only exist in time, __________. 

a) action 

b) sound 

c) smell 

d) movement 

 

 

  



 



 



 

_____14.  What is the most widely-used, most complex, and most versatile synesthetic icon? 

a) Motion line 

b) Word balloon 

c) Sound effects 

d) Aspect-to-aspect 

 

_____15.  Who came up with the first symbols to record certain commodities? 

a) Roman rulers 

b) Ancient Greeks 

c) Egyptian accountants  

d) Sumerians in ancient Mesopotamia 

 



 

_____16.  What combination has words that amplify or 

elaborate on an image, or vice versa? 

a) Montage 

b) Duo-specific 

c) Additive 

d) Inter-dependent 

 

_____17.  Most mainstream comics in American employ 

storytelling techniques first introduced by __________ in 

1966? 

a) Jack Kirby 

b) Frank Miller 

c) Stan Lee 

d) Jim Steranko 

 

_____18.  Most Japanese comics first appear published in 

__________.  

a) thin publications 

b) enormous anthology titles 

c) parts 

d) manga magazines 

 

_____19.  Comics printing was superior on which continent? 

a) Asia 

b) Africa 

c) Europe 

d) North America 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

_____20.  What step determines whether the art will be a book, a sculpture or a song? 

a) surface 

b) structure 

c) idea/purpose 

d) form 

 

_____21.  What is the first step of art creation, the one that contains the work’s content, emotions and philosophies? 

a) Idea/Purpose 

b) Craft 

c) Structure 

d) Idiom 

 

22. What are the 6 steps?  Label the 6 steps in their correct order above in the boxes provided.  (If completing the test 

on an answer sheet or your own sheet of notebook paper, simply number 1 – 6 and record the steps next to the 

number in the order they would appear.)  

 

_____23.  What famous comic book artist was responsible for bringing surrealism, pop art, and graphic design to 

comics in the 1960’s with his comics Nick Fury, Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D.? 

a) Jack Kirby 

b) Frank Miller 

c) Stan Lee 

d) Jim Steranko 

 



 

_____24.  Which of the following statements is NOT true about comics? 

a) Comics is additive 

b) Comics is a great balancing act 

c) Comics is subtractive 

d) Comics is passive 

 

_____25.  The author thinks that the best definition for comics is the one that is most __________. 

a) Descriptive 

b) Restrictive 

c) Expansive  

d) Short  

 



 

 

  



 
26. In his book Understanding Comics, Scott McCloud says that comics are a form of “…amplification 

through simplification…” and that “When we abstract an image through cartooning we’re not so much 

eliminating details as we are focusing on specific details.  By stripping down an image to its essential 

‘meaning,’ an artist can AMPLIFY that meaning in a way that realistic art can’t.” (McCloud, 1993). – 

What does Scott McCloud mean here?  How can the “circle with two dots and a line” be MORE realistic 

than the highly detailed, and sometimes photo-realistic, types of art we often see?  Use the lines below to 

explain your understanding of McCloud’s theory and demonstrate your learning from this unit. 
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