Name:______________________________________________________Date:_______________Block:______

How to write a thesis statement?

Things to remember:

*  Your thesis statement is the most important sentence in your essay and should answer the prompt.

*  Your thesis statement should never contain 1st person (such as I, we, me, you, etc.)

*  Your thesis should be short and to the point.

*  Your thesis statement should be a statement of your opinion.

Directions:  Below are argumentative essay prompts that range in difficulty from easy to challenging.  Change each of the essay prompts below into a thesis statement.  When finished writing your thesis statements, pick one topic that you are interested in and could write about and create a complete pre-write bubble diagram on a separate sheet of notebook paper.  When finished, staple your pre-write to the back of this worksheet.  

1.  Most successful people have goals for their lives.  What are three of your goals for the future?  Write an 

     essay that tells about your goals.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Many people have helped others through volunteering.  What are three ways that someone your age can 

     volunteer?  Write an essay to describe three ways you could volunteer.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Should children of illegal immigrants to the United States be given the right to citizenship and allowed to go 

     to University or should they be deported back to their country of origin?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Can TV, movies, music, and video games be partly to blame for the rise in violence and other forms of 

     deviant behavior among America's youth today?  Why or why not?  (Give 3 reasons.)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Should genetic cloning and research on humans be legalized?  Why or why not?  (Give 2 reasons.)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Should books be made into movies?  Consider some of the potential pros and cons that turning books into 

     movies might have on the developing literacy of younger people.  (Give 3 reasons why.)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  Consider whether uniforms make schools better.  Do you think that schools should have a uniformed dress 

     code?  Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8.  Lawmakers are considering raising the age for legal drivers from sixteen to eighteen. Think about whether or 

     not the legal driving age should be raised to eighteen and why.  Should the driving age be raised, lowered or 

     remain the same?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  In some countries every young person must serve two years of military service. Should we have a similar 

     policy in the United States? Write an essay stating your position on this issue and supporting it with  

     convincing reasons. Be sure to explain your reasons in detail.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  The Gettysburg Address reaffirms the goals of democracy, equality, and unity upon which the United States 

       was founded.  Write a well written response where you discuss what struggles other people have faced in 

       order to achieve those same goals of democracy, equality, and unity.  Use Lincoln's speech along with 

       everything you have read in this class as evidence to support your commentary.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

