=

=

é
(1

=

o

=
i



51495 US  $20.95 Can
[SBN 1-56389-330-4 DIRECT SALE=S

Printed in Canacda l‘ ‘ ‘ ' | | w ‘Q‘TH]H'IHH >
AR LTARFILETLLE R ‘

-
e
—
| =]
e
—
—
==
.
[
=




Dedicated to
CHRISTOPHER REEVE
who makes us believe
that a man can fly.







Mark WAID ~ Atex ROSS

with Todd Klein



IABLE UF CONTENTS

Introduction
by Elliot S. Maggin
5

Chapter One
Strange Visitor

8

Chapter Two
Truth and Justice

56

Chapter Three
Up in the Sky
108

Chapter Four
Never-Ending Baltle
156

Epilogue
One Year Later
204

Apocrypha
A selection of skefches, comments, developmental and
promotional art, and other freasures from Kingdom Come

213

In Elseworlds, heroes are taken from their usual settings and put into strange times
and places-some that have existed or might have existed, and others that can't,
couldn't or shouldn't exist.

Jenette Kahn Bob Kahan Bruce Bristow Terri Cunningham

President & Editor-in-Chief Editor-collected edition VP-Sales & Marketing VP-Managing Editor

Paul Levitz Peter J. Tomasi Richard Bruning Joel Ehrlich

Executive Vice President & Publisher  Assistant Editor-original miniseries  VP-Creative Director Senior VP-Advertising & Promations
Mike Carlin Jim Spivey Patrick Caldon Lillian Laserson

Executive Editor Assodiate Editor-collected edition VP-Finance & Operations VP & General Counsel

Dan Raspler Robhin Brosterman Dorothy Crouch Bob Rozakis

Senior Editor & Editor-original Art Diractor VIP-Licensed Publishing Executive Director-Production
miniseries

KINGDOM COME

Published by DC Comics. Cover, introduction and additional material
copyright © 1997 DC Comics. All Rights Reserved.

Originally published in single magazine form as Kingdom Core 1-4.
Copyright © 1996 DC Comics. All Rights Reserved. All characters, their
distinctive likenesses and related indicia featured in this publication are
trademarks of DC Comics. The stories, characters, and incidents featured in
this publication are entirely fictional.

DC Comics, 1700 Broadway, New York, New York 10019

A division of Wamer Bros. - ATime Wamer Entertainment Company,
Printed in Canada. First Printing.

ISBIN: 1-56389-317-7 (hardcover) 1-56389-330-4 (trade paperback).

Cover painting by Alex Ross. Kiagdom Come =y
font created by Alex Ross & Todd Kiein, 114]
Publication design by Graphitti Designs/J.Beatman,

E#ranNg




THE NEW DARDS

An Introduction by
Elliot S. Maggin

n the waning moments of the
twentieth century, the super-
hero is Everyman.

Look at the way we live: travel-
ing over the Earth at astounding
speeds with unimaginable ease;
communicating instantly at
will with people in the farthest
corners of the globe; engineering
economies, driving environmental
forces, working wonders. If a person
from only a hundred years or so in
the past could look in on our lives,
that person would suppose that
we were not mortals, but gods. He
would be bowled over by what the
most ordinary among us could do
with a car or a light switch or an
automatic teller machine. This is
the way many of us have always
looked upon our super-heroes—as
though they were gods. Our person
from a lost century would be wrong
about us, of course, but no more
wrong than we are about our heroes.

In the story that you hold in
your hands, Mark Waid and
Alex Ross tell us that our proper
response to the inexorable march
of progress that has brought us to
this place and time in the history of
civilization is to find a way to con-
front it responsibly. Not modestly.
Not unself-consciously. Not with
faith in a power greater than ours
to descend from the sky and set
things right despite our best efforts
to screw up. We have an obligation
to know who we are and where we
are and what we can do. We have
an obligation to understand the ram-
ifications of the things we do, and
to choose to do them—or not—
with our eyes open.

That is what Kingdom Come
is about.

As | write this, | am completing




a novel—about a hundred thousand
words, one strung after the other
without pictures other than the
occasional new free-standing
illustration by Alex Ross—called
Kingdom Come. It is an elaboration
in prose of the story that follows.
In order to write it [, like Mark and
Alex, have to believe in heroes.
do. I believe in Superman. For real.
[ really believe in Wonder Woman,
so help me. | believe in Santa Claus.
I believe that men have walked

on the moon. I believe that every
Passover Elijah the prophet comes
over for a sip of wine. | believe in
metaphors. Metaphors are real.
That is why the Scriptures are
composed not only of the proverbs
and prophecies that Pastor McCay,
in the pages that follow, spouts in
involuntary reflex; but that is why
those Scriptures surround and
embrace those pronouncements

in stories—the allegories and
metaphors—that teach us our
values. Here before you is a clash
of good against evil, of course, but
more than that. There are clashes
of judgment, clashes among differ-
ent interpretations of what is good
and of what is justice, and clashes
over who is to suffer the wages of
the evil born of our best intentions.
This is a love story. This is a story
of hatred and rage. This is the
lliad. This is the story of how we—
we ourselves; you and I—choose
to use whatever special powers and
abilities we have, when even those
powers and abilities are only a little
bit beyond those of mortal men.
This is a story about truth obscured,
justice deferred and the American
way distorted in the hands of petty
semanticists.

Super-hero stories—whether
their vehicle is through comic books
or otherwise—are today the most
coherent manifestation of the pop-
ular unconscious. They're stories
not about gods, but about the way
humans wish themselves to be;
ought, in fact, to be. They're the
successors to the stories that once
came from the hoe-down and the
campfire and the wandering bard.
We—all of us—come up with
these stories all the time around
dorms and carpools and along
cafeteria lines at work and at
school. Here's one:

I have a friend named Jeph.
You know Jeph. | was maybe nine-
teen or twenty and he was maybe
twelve or thirteen and [ was a
student at this college and Jeph’s
stepdad was a big muckamuck at
the college and stepdad and | made
friends. | went over to stepdad’s
house for dinner one day and Jeph
and I got to talking there about our
common ground: our mutual love
for super-heroes and their stories.
We came up with a nifty story over
mom and stepdad’s dinner table.
See, I'd just sold my first comic-
book script, a Green Arrow slory
called "What Can One Man Do?"
and | had a problem. I had a meeting
soon with Julius Schwartz, the Bard
of Bards, to see whether [ was a
one-trick pony or [ could do this
sort of thing again. | had to come
up with a hit-if-outta-the-park idea
for a Superman story or else spend
the next three years in law school.
[ guess | told Jeph a few of my ideas
and I guess Jeph told me a few of
his. And Jeph came up with this
thing he called “Why Must There
Be a Superman?” It was about the

6

Guardians of the Universe planting
a new idea in Big Blue’s head.
The idea was that maybe, in his
zeal to preserve life and ease the
path of the human race, Superman
was keeping ordinary everyday
good humans from growing on
their own. Maybe he was killing
the butterfly by helping it out of
the chrysalis. Not for sure, but just
maybe. That was Jeph’s idea.

o | went to Gotham to see

the Bard and 1 had maybe a

dozen little germs of ideas
packed under my scalp. I'd try this
one on him. I'd toss him that one.
I'd pitch him another one. Some
of them he liked; some of them he
didn't. Some of them inspired ideas
of the Bard's own; some of them
made him snort or snore. By the
end of a couple of hours—they
were a loud, intense couple of
hours, as hours | spent with the
Bard of Bards always would be—
[ was emotionally exhausted and
still he wanted to hear more. So |
dredged up this idea about what
might happen if the Guardians
came calling on Superman with the
tiniest little criticism of how he was
going about his job. Now you're
talking fresh stuff, the old man let
me know. He got excited. He yanked
people in from the hall and made
me repeal the idea for them.

[ called the story “Must There

Be a Superman?” and Saint Curt
and Murphy drew it and it made me
happy and | put words in Superman’s
mouth pretty much steadily for the
next fifteen years and never went
to law school. And I swear [ did
not have a clue where the idea
had come from. Who knows where



ideas come from anyway? | didn’t
remember—still don't remember,
in fact, but | believe Jeph—until
Jeph told me about his contribu-
tion years later. Like twenty or so
years later.

Jeph has never suffered, I don’t
believe, for my inconsiderate over-
sight, and in fact has always been
my friend. He's done well, too.
With his buddy Matthew he wrote
the first great super-hero movie
of the modern period, Commando
with Arnold Schwarzenegger, and
lots of other great stuff. And one
day later on 1 was editor of Jeph’s
first comic-book series of his own,
an eight-issue masterpiece with
Tim Sale called Challengers of
the Unknown. Now he writes for
Hollywood and he writes for DC and
Marvel and he's happy and he’s still
my friend, and now I get to make
this right too.

oday there are new bards

and new stories. Not long

ago Mark and Alex went to
Gotham to see Dan Raspler—who,
it seems to me, was just a smart,
ambitious kid last time I saw him
and now he's a big muckamuck like
Jeph's stepdad—to sell Dan on an
idea about what the world would
be like if all the super-heroes were
to retire and their children, grand-
children and successors generally
turn out to be schmucks.

The theme of “Must There Be

a Superman?,” that icon of another
life, is the theme that the new bards
of Kingdom Come continue. Maybe
complete. It is about the time in the
lives of Superman, Captain Marvel,
Wonder Woman, Batman and the
others, when they learn that they

are not gods. And it is about the
time in their lives when finally they
learn that despite their limitations
they must be potent and responsible
anyway. Now is the time in the life
of the human race when all of us
need to learn these same things.
That is why this story, despite its
garish primary-colored clothing, is
an important one.

The heroes of fable and fact to
whaose virtue we all aspire, are not
only colorful people leading vivid
lives; they traditionally understand
the value of human life in all its
places and conditions. But real-life
heroes, unlike many of the icons
we have created, also understand
human dignity and human immor-
tality, and these are concepts
that are lacking in, for example,
Superman’s education. Heroes
especially need to understand the
value of the things of a life: its
artifacts, its ideas, its loves, It is
the markers you leave along that
road that define you. It is the trees
a man plants, the children he raises
and the stories he tells that signify
his life. It is the palaces a people
build, the heritage they inspire,
the art they create that makes their
civilization. I've been trying to tell
Superman for years that he musin't
just save lives, he has to spit-polish
the real estate too. He's never
understood that. He never got it
until Mark and Alex told him. They
got through to him, finally, and for
that I'm proud of them.

In Kingdom Come, Mark and
Alex draw a dichotomy between the
human race and what we call the
metahuman race. It is the source
of conflict throughout the story.
And the story’s synthesis is the
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realization that this distinction is
false. As clearly as another hero,
Mahatma Gandhi, asserted that he
is a Hindu as well as a Muslim—
as well as a Christian, a Jew or a
Buddhist if that becomes appropri-
ate—so do we learn here that the
most ordinary among us are heroes,
and the most colorful and vivid
among us are quite ordinary and
flawed. It is a conclusion to which
our niew bards lead us as elegantly
and precisely as Socrates led us
through an argument or Pythagoras
led us through a geometric proof.

Even super-heroes need to grow.
We know that now. When you read
Kingdom Come, you will too.

If we were to peek in on the
lives of the people of the Earth in
generations to come, surely we
would think we were gazing upon
Olympus. And of course, again,
we would be wrong. They are only
our children, our grandchildren
and our successors who will surely
stride the Earth as titans in those
days, wearing our own features
and our own shortcomings.

They are our messengers to that
resplendent future. And they will
bring with them into their time
whatever values and iconography
that we have to offer them today.
Here in the pages that follow is
an admirable start. To cite the
sentiment of another old friend
whom [ miss (And if you travel
west anytime, Alan, come find me,
will you?): This is an imaginary
story...aren't they all?

Elliot §! Maggin
Where the Wind Hits Heavy
New Year's, 1997
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CHAPTER ON
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INDICATE [MMEDIATE CASUAL-  MISEOURI--AN [RRADIAT- COMRACES HAVE SINCE PRE-  FACE OF GLOBAL FAMINE.
TIES NUMBERING CLOSE 10 A ED WASTELANDS, VENTED FURTHER SPREAD OF
MILLION A5 THE DYING ATOM'S .,__,.4/'?: THE MUCLEAR BLIGHT, THE
RACIDACTIVE ENERSY SWEFT ? N, TOTAL LDSS OF AMERICA'S
\ HUNCREDS OF KILOMETERS BREAPBASKET~
S el 53

“h-.._______nu,r',.______..--"'"-

MAGOGE-—-ALONE
WITH THE METAL MANALLOY,
THE SOLE SURVIFORS OF THE

I INCIPENT--COULD NOT BE .
ﬁ REACHERD FOR-- It

KAL, PLEASE,
OUHR GENERATION YOUMUST FACE
TAKES IT5 LEAD FROM THIS. IF YOuf DON'T,

YOU. WE ALWAYS NEITHER WILL THEREST B

HAVE "\ OF ugEANpiTJHST &




L TR T i

Flana,

SO BACK

O YOUR ISLAND

THERES
NOTHING T CAN

DO FROM
HERE




i NEITHER 1105 WHo, A DECADE N R W THE SHook o seeme T

WILL THE REST : | PREVIOYS, FELT THE CRUSH Y SUPERMAN SUBDENLY ABANDOY |

OF Lig,,, " OF SUPERMAN'S GREATEST HIS NEVER-ENDING BATTLE Took
b ANDP MOST NECESSAR,

AN [T 2 : - | . tf 4 /
ol _ p B PEERS, :

SN L HIS NABILITY
% TO PERCENE HIMSELF )

" ASTHE INSPIRATION
R HE /S, o

e

" OTHERS, YNABLE T
IO TURN THEIR BAcks B
- GOMPLETELY ON'THE
WORLD THEY KNOW,
- CONTNWE ToUSE )
. THEIR SPECIAL ABILI-,

e
. CLANPESTINE ¢
o Wars




- [ “wooneseeshm.noone |
| HEARS HIM. HE RUNS A LOjELY [
| ALLWHO L/VE HERE

i

tn % HAVE FELTHIS

g2y

L/
il HE 15 EVERYWHERE ATONCE "H
i

ik
EVEN THE MOST MHAR, £ b
WRONGE WITH LIGHTNING SPEED. Wigiy

A GUARDIAN ANGEL WHO RIGHTS
LESS OF

VHE (5 THE
FLASH.”




o F {ESTERDAYL
GUARDIANS HAS SINCE
CLAIMED THE PACIFIC
NORTHWEST AS HIS AERIE,

By

U SOME ?u-mm ASAVIOR,..OTHERS,
ONMENT Ri

AN ENV) TAL TERRORIST. VE IS

FEARED, ngb.msr:r- BY THOSE WHO

WOLILD DEPRIVE THE BEASTS AND BIRDS
OF THEIR SANCTHARY.

"HIS NAME 1S
HAWKMAN"




i, ol

L aniﬁksﬁvwsm COMMANDS

A LONELY THRONE. . EVER VIGILANT,
EVER WAITING FOR SIGNS OF THREATS
EXTRATERRESTRIAL.




WTHE GODS OF YESTERYEAR NO

WALK AMONG II-IE HUMANS, WWN

MECAY, INSTEAD, CUED EY SUPERMAN'S

FHRRENDER, THEY 3D HHHEYAPAPI:
DIVORCED FROM THE COMMON MEN WHOM

meraucss.: mmmmm

THEY HAVELOST TH
IH }IM? chLMTm
NE FLTHRE TIMES.

WIHEY HAVE LEFT
HUMANITY TO TS
DWWV FATE. Y

7 AND WHAT OF
J THOSE WHD WEREN'T
GODS2 1 5EEM T
REMEMBER ANOTHER
| ...OME WHO MAPE HIS
HOME IN GOTHAM

T¥sia

WHAT HAS
BECOME OF THE
BATMANZ




gl




ol ..n._.um.... - -







BATMAN HAS
® WIS CITY UNBER &
y CONTROL.... .=




CALL THEMSELVES
HERDES NOW SHARE
ASILENT SHILTY .

T THEY'RE WoRrse
THAM BEFRDREf THEY'RE
NOTACTING olUT oF |

BORELIM ! THEY'RE ACTING 4

WITH AZANLoN e

THATS WHAT YO

YESY YOU'RE AN
ANGEL ! THAT MAKES
, YOU AMESSENGER

A GREATER
POWER SENT YOI !
YOUIR VERY EXISTENCE
15 ATESTIHONY T2

FAITH!

YOU HAVE TO TELL ME IS
b SAVE UE WON'TZ

HAVE TO SHOW ME 2

YOU MEANTHATALL Nt
THAT THOSE WHO LOMELE [

OF THE TREES WAS BURNT
WP... ANDALL GREEN GRASS
e WAS BURNT LIFY

e 3
"AND HE SN

.ﬁuﬂd ANG THE AJR WERE
PARKENED!

| THATS WHAT
: " WESLEY SAW! THE

DESTRUCTION OF
KANSAS WAS TRULY

\ THEBEGINNING OF

L THEENE, .,




i \
BEFORE KANSAS,
THEY ATLEAST HAD
SOME GRASP OF RE-
ERONSIBILITY!

B p— =l
~ NOW THEY
HAVEN'T EVEN

FHATS /

NOTHING MMATTERSS
THEY'RE FOLLOWING
MAGOG'S RECKLESS LEAD
--ANC THEY'RE OWT
OFCONTROLY, &

WONCER WOMAN

WAS RIGHT! THE MAD- )
\_ NESE WILL 60 ON--




CON'T YOu
UNDCERSTANGZ

IFANY OF LS
ARE TO SURVIVE ...
ANY OF (s ... NOWw

MORE THAN EVER. ..




And suddenly..

.. there was
awind,

g?. 1'I';Ia}g a,wé.
ur of motion ..
bonding the steel
of thei weapons...

AT




: N ﬁ» A i
Even beforethe bgsm“da Freed themselves

Frow. the cablecar, they kuew. Weall did.

T







He stands 1
the sky..faith

rewarded.







Truth and Justice






;‘a aIﬁﬂthg ever

angﬁe nm% g

c?'[:nﬁ havmga _gg]ﬁt E: o o

1_' .and the
f“‘eﬁ? OF the f%

“ unbthe

P sounv. I"e "

covs o




o I'me
With the
angel ...

| iz | .«“ﬂrwt Ina?

P

WHERE HAVE YOl
TAKEN MEZ 1 NO
LONGER HAVE ANY

"\ SENSE OF TIMEOR
PL

pir

V' TIMEHAS L/TTLE

MEANING WHERE WE
WALK, NORMAN MECH.
WE MOVE FREELY FROM _
 MOMENTTOMOMENT.,

I SHOW YO U DMLY €
_ THAT WHICH WE 88
| MUSTSEE. !

ENORMOWSLY,
T WASN'T REALLY
ASLEEP.., AND YET.

I WAS PREAMING
AGAIN, ., g




YA
IMMIERAN TS PARE
B EXPECT SANCTHARY 2
Sl AMERICAS NOT RS 8IS
%\ ASITUSED TOBE!
FOR SO0 SAKE -~
KANSAS |5 EONE!

HOUSE YOU NOW!
WECAN'T EVEN FEED
YO NOW! BUTSTILL
YOU FORCE YOLR-

SELVES ON US!

. o et - /

ONLY TOHAVE i 3 5

VERLOOKED THE WOST . ’ AT THECOMMAND 4

R wioue meace oF 8/ OF THE BRAINTRUST-- o8
i 4 WA mimaremen w

THE POOR, TIRED, :
HUPPLED MASSES CANPING
Wb ONOUR SHORES, BECSING
CITIEENSHIPS

ToPAY, THE
AMERICOMMANDD
PECLARES WAR ON

THE WRETCHED
REFUSE !




5

DEFEND YOURSELE N\
AMERICOMMANDO! THIS LAND
18 QLRE TO GUARD

S

THESE AREN'T
HERCES THEY'RE
MAPMEN ! THEY'RE READY T2
BATTLE OVER TERRITORY -~
WITHOUT BOTHERING TO LARE
N WHO% CAUGHT BETWEEN
B THEM!
N SOMEONE
SHOULD Do
SOMETHING










i~ THEN
EONCENTRATE !

mnﬁmﬁfms COMMAND THEM TO ]
FIRE ATANYTHING f
PISTRACTELY WERE THAT MOVESY !

LOSING OUR,




Tl e
S PR AN R
P




With a final red |
glare, the fight |

15 oven.

Below, standens
am"%:ﬁ%gr”mm

BUICK! RADIO
MICTOWN AND LET
'EM KNOW,

e

e
-\'1'
A\
il \ 3
T by \Q\\\ : ﬁ .
| € f 1 v mey're HeaveD ; SN
; FOR THE M. N. BUtome 1Y _ .:t 3
o =
b .. | g t , ~\\‘\*\‘\\ g
TR AN



YU
HEARD ME !
HOLD PAGE

ONE!

¥ IN OUR ABSENCE, A NEW BREEC
OF METAHUMANE HAS ARISEN 0, A

VAST PHALANX OF GELF-STYLED
WHEROESY N WILLING To PRESERVE

LIFE OR PEFEND THE DEFENSE -

£EF

TOGETHER, WEWILL

H'.'EETHJS NEW BREED

T4 WISDOM. . AND 7

ECESSARY, WITH

ABOVE ALL, WE WilL
RESTORE ORDER,

Hl'.lq J-EGrCJN-CJF
WS ILANTES IWHOHAVE
PERVERTED THEIR GREAT
POWERS: . WHO HAVE
FOREWORN THE RE-
SPONSIBILITIES PHE
THEM.

EVERYBODY iy
| sHuDDuP, WilLYAZ Y
"\ WHEN THIS GUY /)
TALKS -~

. MANY OF YOu
MAYREMEMBER
48, WE HAVE BEEN

WE WILL
MAKE THINGS
RIGHT
AGAIN.




ARE YOU :
/' PREPARED 1O SHUT
POWN THOSE WHE
PONTHOMOR YOu'?
PRINCIPLES =

1P
ANTICIPATE ANYONE
ACTING WITHOUT OUR
SANCTION.

SUPERMAN, ARE YOU'
TRULY PREPARED TOCONFRONT
MABOB,,IN LIGHT OF WHAT HAS
GONE BEFOREZ

VANYONEYZ
WELLE THAT
INELUPE

MABOE2

MAGOE WILL BE PEALT WITH, .. IF HE

E SURFACES. GIVEN THE CONSEQUENCE
= OF HIS ACTIONS IN KANSAS, THAT
- , SEEMS WNLIKELY.

: 'q-"_‘
b e M

BLAT WHAT
ABOT

o o 1

RESPONSIBLE

L\ FORMILLIONS

ol =0

Fil OTHER HEROES
AFRAID OF HIM

REALLY
SOLVING THE
PROBLENMZ

" LAPIES AND

GENTLEMEN OF THE
| DELESATION.. 18 ANY-
\ ONEHERE PELIGHTED
WITH WHAT WE'VE

THAT IS
ALL.

i

WHY 48 T NOT
 d - SURPRIGED.Z

i : e

o g

.'\'_ _.,:V".



THERE'S A
FEAR IN THE
ROOM.

~ of THEIR
(= SUSPICIONS
 HAVE JUSTBEEN.

YOU SAIP YOU'RE HERE T0 JUDGE
IS SOME

A LOMING EVIL. SUPERMAN 18 : Ak TUMBLE
HOW ENTH/INEL INTHIS SIN, BUT WHAT OF IMAGES. A
EXACTLY }5 IT2 CACOPHONY OF
Aﬁaﬁﬂgﬂrfc

TETL
MAKEE SOLITTE

/' SAID HIS LEAGUE
WILL GROW, WHO
ELSE WILL HECALL

TO HIS SIDEZ




KNOW YOI RE
DPOWN HERE,

YOLR.
" ‘k SUPERIOR
\ WISDOM,




e YOU KNOW
ALL ABOKT
HIBING .:

BANE AN TWO-FACE |
| HAPPENED TOIT. POESN'T
MATTER. I HAVE EVERY-
THING I NEEL POWN

:
\

T8 N
YONE ¥

ONME.

Y EVER

L -1 1 T L8

THATE RIGHT, %)
SOMEONE TOLO ME
YOUR NIGHTS BECAME
FREE ONCE GENDSYPE
BLEW WP ARKHAM

fl  ASYLLM AND /

NOT TO MENTION

Y BELLEREVE PRISON
ANP BLACKGATE. aasu ) . BUT TELL ME THE
NOTANACTIONTD S, : PR THOUBHTOF [T POESH'T

iy N, CONDONE:r _ARERS N B GIVE YOI INVULNERABLE
':'ff’!ﬁ;. atlicoe AN "“-K \\‘“‘:‘x - ] SKINALITTLE TINGLE.
A ATN A A N

e TN NN NN S ==

IPON'T
HAVE THAT PARK
ASIPE,

TELL THATTO
YOUR TA/LOR,

BLACK

15 ANEW EOOK
FOR YOUL. /



{ 100 BUSY
BRUCE, . THE e TR TO HELP SAVE
Le.qsg:-;.rﬁws P L | e THE WORLLZ
. " 7 ¥V THECRiSrgAT N
HAND [SH'T NEW,
B, CLARK, WHERE HAvE 4G
S YOu BEENZ 0N

§ PERHAPS I

B SHOULD ASK
MAG0S.

B Fue oty | I 1
! THO.,, RESUME >

PATROL.
' l BE CAREFLIL

Y FRICTIONS - : WHAT YOU WISH
HAVE BEEN BUILDING Jo) o d POk,
TOA HEAD FOR, /

YEARS, CLARK.

THE METAHUMAN
POPULATION BOOMEL
WHILE YOU WERE GONE,..

ONCE ORDINARY FOLKS
PECIED YOU AND I WERE
00 GENTLE AND OLD-
FASHIONED O FACE
THE CHALLENGES OF
THE 2157 CENTURY.

RIGHT NO W, THE
METAHUMANS HAVE THE
KEYS TD EARTHE KINGLOM.
WRESTING CONTROL 18 A
DELICATE MATTER.

s IT REQUIRES FINERSE, ., "
ANCMETICULOWS, CAREFUL
PLANNING AGAINST THOSE
ENEMIES MORE MIDDEN 110

BUT ITCAN BE DONE.

s WITHEW T THIGHTADE,
SUPERMAN AND THE JUWST/ICE
LEAGIE BOOMING INTD TOWN--
PUNCHING NOW, ASKING

@zﬂs LATER,



11:BUT THEY BET - SOME PARACISE, FROM WHAT
¢ RESULTS YOUUWSERTD % Y T eaN SEE, GOTHAM 15 NEARLY A
BRAG THATMETROPOLIS | POLICE STATE. YOU ALWAYS

i WAS A UTOPIA NEXTTO A FAVORE D SCARING PEOPLE INTD
YOU 60T HIM / 18 b : b OBEYING THE LAW, BUT 7HIS. .,
TO RECLAIM THEROBIN = ~ 2l - :
[l MANTLE, IS THAT SLIP-
POSED TOSWAY MEZ
TRYHARPER. HE AND
\ I NEVERDID SEE
\ COMPLETELYEYE /in
TO EYE. &Q

" YOU'RE WILLING
TO THURN ORPINARY
CITIZENS INTO A
SUPERSTITIOUS,

COWARDLY LOT2

THEY'LL FEAR {
ME MORETHAN THEYILL
\ TRUST YDl I PON'T
% TRIAST Youd.,

\ 3

=7 LHAVEMYOWN N
CONTROLS IN PLACE,
THANEK YO, THEY MAY
BE SLOWER ARD MORE
METHODICAL THAN

@;}_‘ ﬁ YOURS 1

WE'RE NOTLIMITEL TO
BOTHAM, CLARK, WE'VEBUILT
ANETWORK THAT EXTENDS

W, FROM HERE ALL THE WAY
by THROWGH STAR CITY,

" IHAVEALLIES € pop!
— =2 WE DON'T WANT
=7 HUMANALLIESALITILE TGEULE'IHE”.EG
MORE IN THNE THAN YOUR o WE JUST WANT 105
Fmemﬁ*raﬁummmq _
EELS,

THENYOU'RE : ! FOR A MAN WHO 2aN

i SuRE YO WoN'T y : HEAR. CLOLIS SCRAPE
N\ JOINMEZ ] TOGETHER, YOLI DON'T
~ E LISTEN VERY WELL.

THE ONLY THING T ] 7 . lS WHETHER
WONDER ABOLIT YOUIR.  \ 1 T/ BE THE FIRET T
POWN AND DIRTY, RUICK e NS BE "REFORMEDY
ANDFAST TOTALITARIAN DS YOURNEW REGINE.

NSOLUTIONS ", ‘Aﬁ -




HE KNEW WE WERE
HERE, 1 £OULD FEEL
HIS X-RAYS, HELL, T

PROBABLY STERILE

d o
[ ’-ff_:'
_1' &

PSR B ACTUALLY,OLLIE, GIVEN %
" OLveR quiceN. § PSS THE LOW LEVEL OF ROBNTIENS
T INAH LANCE. TED : 1ﬁ'.rmus;r. ﬂpmfﬁﬁﬁ v

. ; / L OTHING N TR
; r._v,'tﬁkrme.._, s : | HARMF L. ABOUT--

} e ’
STOP MAKING THE J’;"
WORLDSAFE FORSCIENCE, Y \COURSE, [FTHEY'RE |
BEETLE, LETANOLDMAN = REALLYAFTER YA, ITAINT Yo
SEPARINOID. ol PARANOIA../S T, Lt
e | 152

INTIME, THE LEAGHE ~, i, " Eaa A
WILL PO SERIOUS DANAGE. .
IF THEY'RE ALLOWED INTO : - e HAS NOIOFA

- I Ll WHAT HEE
CUHR ARENA, THE WoRLE - . ‘
N E LARENA, THE oY _‘ VL. REALLY UP
\ 1y a == ._ i i . '

1rs WE HAVE OUR /
OWNTEAM TocALL I
INTZ PLAY, /

WE'VE soT
NTACTS ACROSS
THE WERLE, |T'S
TIME WE PREW THAT
WEB TI8HT . _




= R'EATATNAS' =)
bD NOT ALWAYS |
THiNK foE -

Y WERETHEY

EVER FRIENES

SUPERMAN AND
BATMANZ

THE Wiy THEY
BICKER, |TE HARD
O FELL.

'q"ﬁ'*‘mem DAY, THEy == P ONE, TrHE ZEN/ T OF T = THE O .
' WERE THE TRHEST REPRE- S0 S N BE AND & i Armc;f amfmmwmm
g ssyﬁr*fms OF THEIR S " 4 ' -‘Ewﬂﬁﬁ'éﬁ' _’.WP g b ‘P" . POWER. o f‘

- HE HEMA]N ED .
[ETHEREL TO HHMH A
S THROUGH THE
AN EARTHLY
. WOMAN. . UNTIL HER
L LIFE WAS STOLEN. |

5 EYERNAL PRINCESS OF THE AMAZONS, 0
TH AN AMBASSABOR OF PEACE
| A MASTER OF WARGARE,

SHPERMAN
. LIEUTENANTS,

T LIKET
UPERMAN
_APARADOX



W Anaco ns mes folsi mfo dayc
N webeargile

scgmd while tke:i

irmish .

A zuer'y tuﬂ'.-.
tmlmfom g
enemies,

i




',

8 A1l e while, aworld

Wungry for gradually
i to

2]
the s

With a cadence almost
wmilitary, the League manches
from sﬁgﬂabl’:m Toggiher,
they act asan

wmit, breaking rank...




[ Dortworrp, \&
maam! T'LC B
&)\ hantlethis! A

1 ANP THERE
1S MOTHIMG MORE
|, SACREL THAN

THEY'RE NOT
EVIL1sTHEY'RE JUST
MISEHIPEL,

YOU'RE RIGHT, :
THEY SEEM TOHAVE )
LEARNED LITTLE
REGARD FOR HUMAN

HOW SA2Ly 2 |F

THEY WANT TO ACTLIKE
iy WARRIORS s T'LL
& SHOW THEM WAR.




SORRY,
IMMORTAL HABITS
PIE HARL.

eusr Wﬂtﬂf
we witwess, we

mﬁ'wm

beet Tostay
, Idoaﬁgimasmgqmds...md
ol uet, i thi urderous

(I

swear 1 feel

émﬁmsﬂa,..

MR, SAVAGE, T
SEE YOU'VE BROUGHT
KING WITH YOU. e
BeRGAPS HE'D LIkE T0 =

MEET EVERYONE. 1



] )
WE CALL P —|
OURSELVES THE L~ You KNOW

FIBN AL XW'FFASCH..)
P, HEIRTO RAS AL GHUL'S
EMPIRE,

MANKIND
LIBERATION
FRONT.

e AND HER
MR;HW--EFW

e

Y WHO 15 THE
RICCLER 2%

Y . WHOSHOWLD BE
REMINDED THATHE

| 5 HERE SOLELY A8
- AGRACE 10 #S.

GENTLENMEN. .«

I NEEP A STATWS
REPORT. XU FFASEH,
WHERE PO WE STAND
WITH MEDICAL AT-
TENTION AND DISASTER
RELIEF FORTHE KANSAS
VIETIMSZ

WE HAVE INTEGRATED
ANOTHER £/X SCORE
VIBILANTES.,

SIVEN THE ARKHAM AND
BELLE REVE SURVIVORE WE RE-
OUTFITTED AND RENAMELD, WEARE
NOW RESPONSIBLE FOR E/GHT

PERCENT OF THE "SUPER-HERD"
FOPUEATION.




| /7 SELINA, WHATS

THE QUTLOOK OM--

SELINA, FORYOLIR
OWN G002, KEEP

WHOA! PARDON
ME FOR QUESTIONING TR GUEST N LINE,

CONCERN,

MAY I ASSLME
i BUT YOU'RE IMPEDING WOULDN'T
PLBLIC CERVICEZ ALLTHATSERVE REMENTER, THAT THE MLF WORKS,
gt DEAR .. CURIDSITY THEN, TORA/SE THE
KILLED THE CAT, STAKES RATHER THAN

YOU'RE ARMING WoRrLD A
METAHUMANSZ /\ WORSE PLACE
ToBE?

LOWER THEM?

ACTUALLY,
LUTHOR,

WHERE DOES
THE '"WANKINDG

LIBERATION " PART
COMEINZDID T
MISE SOME -

MANNER OF
LPEAKING.

NO PAIN, NO GAIN. N

OUR OBTECTIVE 15T0

HEIGHTEN THE TENSION .70 BRING IT TO
BETWEEN HUMANSANG [ A HEALD S0 THAT HUMANG

METAHUMANS, ., HAVE NC CHOICE BUT T2
RECLAIM THE REINS OF

WORLE POWER ..,
- "

1 REGARDLESS OF
THELOST, THERE WILL BE WAR..,
BLOOLPSHELD,, BUT N THE END,
MANKINDG WILLONCEASAIN
RLLE THE EARTH.

g “MANKING." AND
THAT WOULD TRANSLATE
P -qs.u! )'i?ﬂ GYs,

7~ WOW. WHEN is
A VILLAIN NOT A
VILLAINZ

WHEN HE
LABORE FOR A




: THE RESLIRFACED JHETICE .. Ty
WHICH BRINGS LEAGLE . AND HoW THEIR ! & ;
METOOURNEW | WUNTIMELYARRIVAL HAS TURNED
PROBLEM. £ OUR TEN-YEAR AGENGA INTS
| ATEN-LAY STRATAGEM.

INEVER
DPREAMED THEY'D
RETLEN. NOT 1N
A MILLION
YEARS.

NEVERTHELESS, THE
GOPS HAVE STEPPED POWN
FROM OLYMPUE,, ANC, FRANKLY,
I5EE SEVERAL WAYS TO TURN
THEIR ARRIVAL TO OkR.
APVANTASE.

IN Fﬂ-ﬂT BY * HE WILL NOT
ENTERING INTO 4 AND IN THE TOUCH WE! HE
A CERTAIN o ; MEANTIME, WE HAVE WELW
ALLIANCE..., - NOTHING TO FEAR HE 110
, FROM THE LEASUWE2

1+ I CAN GUARANTEE

ACHANCE T0 HASTEN THE

CURRENTCRISIS TOD TS END
wBY EXACERBATING IT.

u[EcanNor,
{ INFACT, TVEGOTTHE B
MoeT MARVELOLE 1. _
ANTI-SUPERMAN o
PLAN.

ISN'T
THAT RIGHT,
BOY 2

ABSOLUTELY,
MR. LUTHOR,

o~

THE CAPTAIN L.
OF THE LIGHTNING
HHPTHE}?WPEK )

S oone, e
HAYESPENT 'ﬁ'.'ﬁﬂ
MUCH TIME

WALLOWING IN
2 SN,




WTHERE ARE OTHER

¢ | PLAYERS WHODEMAND [

WK £l oUR ATTENTION.” [,
'.'l'.-irfrj el LT ™ o

L I,_:? EEI #
L ;
: i e /
3 [ ¥ ¥ 1
I L b \
.- .I ML
o




-

. Lt T

AT

PaRTY'S Y
i OVER,




AMN'T T PAST
YOUR BECTINE,
GRAMPAZ WHAT

W DOES THE g
W STAND FORZ [
N SENILEZ

IMH ]
INBAPSHAPE.WE HAVE A LOTTO 22
AND NOTA LOTOF TIME TO PO IT/N.

BEFORE YOU
), YOU SHOWLP
oW THAT WE

u

. 4F
v

WHATEUER.

YOU'RE SELLIN/ )3
IAINT-- 4P

o
A JL_H_\‘ 7

's,z’A g
A

THOSE OF YOU WHC TAKE WP WITH
8, . WILLINGLY...WILL BE EXPECTED
T BEAS RESPONS/BLE ASYOU ARE

POWERFIUL. YOU'LL BE EXPECTED
Te BEHAVE BETTER.

THOSE WHE




I THOUGHT MY DAL WAS
FULLOF CRAP FOR BEING
PRAFTED BY THAT SLiY,

BUTNOW,..

~ 6op, 10
FOLLOW THATMAN
T0 APOROLIPS

> OUR JOB 1S
THANKLESS,, BUT
WE PO WHATHAS T
BE PONE. RIGHT NOW,
WE'RE HUMANITY'S
ONLY HOPE,

I FEELLIKE o
IWas JUST ASKER TO
BECOME THE THIRTEENTH
PISOIPLE S WHAT Do

YO THINK 2 -~

HES RIGHT,
You kKNOW! THE
LEAGUE KNOWS

THE WAy--

BE HERDES,




rouwd about the throne, iw
| sightlikeuwloan emerald ”

BEENEETS -

SUpermans troops
mEAh
e

the earth.

Wil tﬁﬁy fave
enoug er
to mﬁﬁ’%”

ndifeo. |




e ol _ e N
e America heals, but Amenrica is
s wotthe world, Strongertw

wumber, the League begins to
cowfrout anarchy ona global scale,

L_,'g' ey

ol ity AR
wio 1i
t:f thewmau from qpi:;!w

e P e L
i e S

. each rebellion

ﬁlm% frustrates him.

M

Social mwd:was
hever Supwwﬁvsa.
1s it possible that the
cc-ustﬁtw -pvia:um ﬁt{l&;ﬁ
Upow Him as an emerg
i world leader...
wicould bend even

a man of steel to
the breaking point?




IT'8 NOT
i SUPPOSEDTORE
hTHIS WAY. _

Bl with super-ms,

ngamm hould be
ab toﬁudgauqou&m
I

" WHATDOWE N
PO WITH THOSE
WHO REFLISE TC
SEETHE LIGHTZ

Thaves N3 L !
N FOLLOWME. /-
[ -

o




ARTHUR AFF AN
ARCHITECTIRE
WORTHY OF
PARADISE

PRINCESS,

NOT AGED A LAY
N, SINCE LAST WE
N MET. ;

WOULE THAT THE
UHTSICE WORLEP HAD
FARED 0 WELL, ARTHUR. BUT

MARD ANPHARSH.

THE SEAS PROVIDE
THE PERFECT BUFFER BE-
TWEEN YOLIR WORLD AND OLIRS.
BEARING THAT IN MIND, WE HAVE

COME T ASK PERMISSION TO

CREATE HERE AN [UINDERWATER.
PENAL COLONY 2

rid Fﬂ F?.
REBELLIOWS
METAHUMANS,

wg‘gm.nrms
ING PSINGENHOLS,
SUPERMAN.

ITS NOTAS IF WE'RE
LINUSED T0 BEING BURDENED
WITH THE SURFACE WORLDE
REFUSE,

PERMISSION




ARTHUR ; IF :

L LY YOu COULD ONLY

|~ SEETHETROWBLE |
E'REIN UP /
THERE a1t

= ==
o JOMWUS, :
STAND ATOUR SICE
A5 YO Erpmmm

AFAINT INVITATION. THOUGH ) Gt B /o
1 M158 THE CAMARADERIE, YOU S

2 T HAVE LONG SINCE CEPED
mgig;& Elf ?gl?EE ESE?A%@E"E L = MYNAME AND ROLE TO ;H}"PFOTE&E’ £

I UNCERSTANP MANY OF OUR OLD FRIENDS
HAVE FOLLOWED SUT,

MY SUBJECTS 7 _
NEEL ME, i ‘ \ I HAVE
y Iy, RESPONSIBILITIES
ViR, ey 3 g = YOU SANNOT EVEN
YOU HAVE HUNCREDS A REAM OF.
FCHAMPIONS TO DEFEND
FEWLAND MASSES. 1
ECT THEOTHER SEVENTY 1Y
ERCENT OF THE WORLE . [J§
AND ‘{HEiE' 1S ONLYONE f

o N —
1}@1@’;
T

¥ , - -
YOI, PRINCESS - ¢ 3 s THEN RESUME
[ SURELY UNDERSTAND €y SOLITUDE,
| HOW WNEASY LIESTHE ; - YES, RECENTLY, MYAMAZON R.RELISH
\ " HEAD THAT WEARS N ) $I5TERS DECREEDTHAT 1 HAD WORLD s

N ACROWN, - FAILED N My MISSION AS
~ e, AN AMBASSADOR 100

LTHAT THAD =
NOT MAPE THE WORLE
A BETTER PLACE.

THEY STRIPPER
MECF MY ROYALTY AND ]

Lie:NO LONGER
FHAVE MY RovAL
STATION, ARTHIR.

ON PARARISE
ISLANG.



Y HOW LONG WERE T -' : : WHIEHZ
YOU PLANNING oM . ' THE PRISON...OR.
KEEPING THAT FROM - : 3 : . My LOSEZ

MER Tk : :

7~ BOTH.DIANA, YO % _ f’[
HAVECHANGED.  AND YRR / :
IDON'T LIKE WHAT f - %

Youfgra ASKING ME J y 4
- 0 oo, 3
= I'MNOTUSEDTO : i, - ol !

A S8 FORCING OTHERE TO . | » P’ THEN GET READY

B ; d / : 70 CROSS |T.WEARE
e | SUPPOSED 10 JAIL THOSE f Ve "ol ATHAR, KAL . AND

B\ WHOWON'T2 TO ACT AG & } y 1 . @ , WEWILL TAKE

S JHWPGE AND JURY AGAINST S0 T } ’ PRISONERS, WE

=N OUROWN KINDZ ﬁqﬂ‘w, IR nig WILL HAvE TO,
{ f THATS A [ THEY'RE NOT
] FAscisTie —— OUR KIND, WE'RE
1 LINE, . PROTECTORS OF
PIANA., — 2 HUMANITY. THEY
[ , ARE BARELY
HUMAN,

I8 THIS
YOu TALKING, umm ... \SCUSE
DIANAZ [ UG, BUT WE THOUGHT
- YOU'D WANT TO

1 GENSE I KNOW.
SO MUCHANGER ; iy

IN YO e

IT'e MAGOS,
SUUPERMAM,

WE!vE .
FOUND |
HJM L







WHAT ARE
YO POING BACK.
IN KANSAS,

WELL, WELL .
LOOK WHO IT 8.
THEMETROPOLIS
MILUETOAST,

I NEVER
LEFT, BLUE
BOY,

YOU LED SiX LINSTASLE
POWERNOWSES AGAINST ONE
PATHETIC PARASITE -- AN

OVERK/LL GESTURE THAT
MURPERED ONE "

S0 AHEALD. TAKE A

GONNA
m.:rqzaur SWING. PUNISH WE. TRY Ty

IS54W THE NEWS 2
FOOTAGE OF OUR LAST \

MISEION...AND BELIEVE |88

ME; IT W/LL BE YOUR
EAST,

I NEVER THOWGHT
YoU'Peo THIS Far
OVER THE TOR,

I'm NOT
AFRAIL OF Yol,
MABOS5.




e i |

E P e ek, / B deemn T ; GET IN STER. YD '
"THINK BACK, YOU'RE e . i \ ;o WOULDN'T FLEX | | !
r ' 7 ' e - ITH THE TImES. | / .
THE ONE WHO LET HIMSELF B W .| |
GETSTRUNG WP BY THE ek o 1, |

MAN ON THE STREET. o | g

Vox POPULI; MAN. OUT

WITH THE 2LL, IN WITH THE

NEW. BRIGHTER, FASTER,

MEANER . NEXT YEARS |

MODEL . THAT'S WHAT THE

HUNSRY CROWE ALWANS
HWANTS

[ s

BLA2 TO'VE BEEN EATING
AT YOU FOR A WHILE BEFORE |
I EVEN CAME INTD TOWN. |

HELL, THEY WERE CALLING  [F—=

BOY SCOUT... BUT
YOU WOMLON'T

"REMEMBERZ THE
DAlLY PLANETASKED
IF THATS WHY THE
JOKER GO0T50 MANY
NOTCHES ON HIS
BELT WHEN HE BLEW
INTO OHR TOWN ¥

YOU S 2-FASHIONED WHEN
I WAS A TEENASER .

HOW MANY RIPHE g ;
TAKE GHT JUST THAT
LAST TIMEZ NINETY-
TWo MEN,., 2

R
YHELL. WE BOTH TORE
UPTHECITY LOOKING
FOR THAT BASTARD. T
REALLY THOUGHT Yo
OR BATMAN WOULD
GET TOHIM FIRST,

NEVEN T ALMOST
MISSED Hit,



| "IWILLNEVER FORGET |_
o THE LOOK ON YOUR FACE
| WHEN YOUl SAW ME
STANDING OVER THAT
SMOKING CREEP.

LALL THE WaY T JAL, T THOLGHT,
\WHAT A SAP. WHAT AN OLOWOMAN.
BLUE BOY'S AN HENER
KA WH& ﬁﬁNES HEPOESN'T.

W\ TimES ARE TOHGH.

JOKER'D BEEN DESERV-

NG WORSE THAN

\CUHFFS FOR YEARS,

£0 T TOOK ITON

| MYSELF TOLAY Him
|| POWN. ICAN'T BE
| TUBSED ROR THAT.

l:w'“'"rﬂ"""“'lhl‘l.ﬂ.l'nu-

ROPOLLS .. d ﬂtﬂcmlmcamb“

Il g pﬂ;"’"ﬂsamh. o s Mettopolis g e beod
[eming

SHFC'F P, snraped




| T WANTER THAT TEOREH PASSED.
I WANTED TO CEMENT MY CLAIM
AS METROPOLIS'E NEW NUMBER.

“rlfﬂ"p I wﬂN
BY PEFAUWLT. ..

. WHEN Yol FLEW
OFF WITH YOUR
CAPE

PE BETWEEN
YOUR LEGS A

T ASKED FORAT/RLEBOWT ||
BETWEEN YOU ANCME.., |

THE WAY Yaid
TOOK OFF2 T ALWAYS
THOUGSHT YO WERE

AFRAICGOF ME.A |1

LOT OF FEOFLE

I NEVER
EO0TAPIECE
OF YOl AND
NE'W YOU'RE

YOI WERE AFRAID
OF THEFUTURE T
REPRESENTEL,







PROUD OF \
BEING THE MAN OF
TOMORROW 2

YOUR
FALLT, . YOU
BAST:

THEWORLE
CHANSBEL,,,
BUT Yo/

=7 THEY CHOSE
THE MAN WHO
WoLLD KILL
OVER THE




AMILLION
GHOSTS.

JUST MAKE
THE 8HOSTE GO




WAN ART THAT, WITH ONE
FINISHING STROKE, T
FINALLY MASTERELD.,.,

.
A

"Amwmsmenu HELPLESS [ES i
WITH THOSE WHO CANNOT,. WiLL [T
NOT...HELP THEMSEL v&s ” .

o

" OFTENHAVEZT :
CONSIPERED UPROOTING
THE MORE ABERRANT |
LOWLIES,.EXILING THEM  Jb
TO SOME SPISTANT
ORB

UINCONSCIONABLE
10 INFLICT SUcCH GRIEWOWS
\ WOLNDS ON ANOTHER



© 7 FAR BE IT FROM
ME T0 ARGUE WITH
THE LORD OF

)Y

e

J\%ié_'é;;__

I'MIMPRESSED
AGE HAS GALMELD YOUR
LEGENDCARY TEMPER . |

YOU SEEM FLLLY IN
CONTROL.

i LIKE DARKSEID THAN [
S EVER, ORION.

ALY o0
ﬂl i N.d FN are
WRITTEN To BE DARKSEID'S THRONE, T

SIS e WAS CURIOUS TO SEE
—. ALWAYS BEEN A i
IAYS B WHAT YOU'D ACCOM-

o b GENERATIONAL
i, one. S PLIGHED N Hig
STEAD.

W

ITI8 SAIP

THATMANY MEN
EVENTUALLY

BECOME THEIR —

Fomriliy FRANKLY, ORION, OF ALL
{ THEOLD ALLIES THAVE ENCOLIN- |
TERED, YOUd DIEAPPOINT ME
THE MOST,

YOWRE A GOD
YOU HAVE THE POWER.
T2 CHANGE YouRr

WOoRLE:

<) AL AN q .
YDUWGHLDB

SURPRISED, 1 FEAR, |
AT HOW EASILY ONE
CAN LEADTO THE




i . AL g

s

7 I THOUSHT I HAD | B g S0 BRING THEMTO MY

TRANSFORMED APOKOLIPS 1 Y REALM, SUPERMAN, BRING TO

BY FINALLY, ROWING | | 4 : W ME THOSE WHOSE PRESENCE ON
DARKSEIDE DESPOTIC  / /AN B YOUR WORLE YOU CONSIDER

, i " THEY RUSHED i\ TOO THREATENING, THEY CAN-

TOELECT A NEW L NOTPOSSIBLY BEMORE

RIJI-E:’.;HEYGHOSE o CHALLENSING TO ME —

IMAZINE THE HORROR
OF LEARNING THAT, TO THE

LoWLIES Grouno'Uncer. i
DARKSEID'S HEEL 5/HCE APOKOLIPS N

DEPORTATION WAs
NEVER MY /NTENT, 1 HAVE
NC PESIRE T0 SEEANYONE

REMOVED FROM THEIR

HOMEWORLD.

BIVEN THE NATURE OF
MY OWN STRUSGLE, T HAD
HOPED THAT ORION, THE
Pos OF WAR, COULD LEND

SOME W/SDOM. .. BUT
I WAS MISTAKEN.

THATHARDLY

MATTERS . | —_ ' .
" N\ ey T IN'T
- : ~ | MY HELPYOU
’ Vi 1 1 A 4 NEED, .

T

IPATI

FROM FEAR'S TYRANMICAL
SHAC




7~ . NEVER ENOUGH TO FREE
YOUR BODIES # Yol MUUST FIRST
UNLOSK YOLR MiINZS.

w PRIy WE WILL SHOW
g po | YOU THAT A SLAUGHTER-
HOUSE 15 NOT A HOME!
WHEN YOu REACH OUT
AND TOMCH FREE- 4

S

--YOU TOWER A8 —
7ALL AS ORION! HE h 7 I1SEE.A = e
FEARS YoU—FoR Yo - LESEON PLAN COMPLETE 1 ALWAYS
CAN DREAM OF THINGS [ . WITH ISUAL AIPS. 1 SHSPESTED YoU TWD
\ . S , 115 —\ WOULP ENDUP AS
; TEACHERS,

o
SOMUCH THE BETTER FOR WHAT \
T HAVE IN MIND,.. BECAUSE T NEED A VERY
SPECIAL KIND OF HELP. ARE YOU AND
BARDA N2 N

¢ naﬂfmm 5 YOU'LL NEED A
R e . Securmy FORCE IN
CONFINWG._ LT v Ee—  THE FACILITY, T'LL PUT

TOGETHER THE BEST--

HURRy! 1
CANNCT KEEP 1\
THE BOOM THEE |1

QPEN MUCH
LONGER!







|TSEEMS LNWISE
TO CONTAIN 50 MUCH
FPOWER AND FLIRY

HNPER ONEROCE £
. o WHAT OTHER ;
1 CHOICE DOES SUPER-

N MAN HAVEZ

ANP YET .,

THEY'VE
BESUN TO BLILD
A Gﬂm%;a U KNOW

SIVEN THE
CIRCHMETANCES
WHAT CHOICE DO T HAVE
BUT TO THROW IN WITH
 LEX LUTHORZ

HEWILLASK HIMSELF * FELLOWSHIP HAS BEGUN TO MANI-
A HHNDRED TIMES N FEST.,.ONE THATMAYCHANGE ALL
THE PAYS To COME. THAT WE KNOW THUS £4R.

e —

1 CONERATULATE OUR FRIEND XUW'FRASEH FORNEGOTIATING
THE ONE LNION THATMAY YET MAKE THE WORLED SAFE.
FOR MANKNG,

FRIENDS, T PRESENT
W 70 YOU OLIR NEWESTALLY ¢
Yl [N THE WAR ASAINST THE 4

o~ LKNOWTHATI N\
{ DON'T WANT TO SPEND My
REMAINING DAYS )
THERE.

I CAN HARDPLY BELIEVE
YOU'RE HERE. IF I'D KNOWN
THAT A COMMON ENEMY COULD
BRING LIS TOGETHER, 1 WOWLD
HAVE INVENTED ONE

YEARS AGO,

ALONE, NEITHER
YOU NOR. I CAN EXPECT
WeTroRY. BlAT
TOGETHER. ..

o WE CAN
LLURTAIL THE TUSTICE
‘Emsrdmﬁﬂqﬁp

FOR ALL. s

MEANWHILE, AN BINGOELY OXg/













“..andhecried witha
loug voice,as whena
o lionroareth..

" N 7 s
e B L S




CERTAINLY, YO MAST
SHARE THEM. HOW ELSE

COYOU EXFLAIN THEROAR 4

WEWALKT

HOW ELSE DO YOU
UNERRINGLY LEAD WS
TOTHE TABLEALIS AND

REALITIES BEHING
My PREAMS 2

SN

ﬁHﬂTﬂ.Eﬂ
visIonz &

———
T THEY'RE

COMING MORE
AND MORE
RUICKLY,

PREAMS OF

S

T SEE MANY THINGS,
MORMAN MECAY.,. BUT THE
FUTURE |5 MOT OMNE oF

THEM.

o

ARMAGELCON. )

oMLy you
FORESEE THE Roab

o RAGNAROK \;/

L o NOT
Lfmggoa. YOl !
LEAD ME...

¥l Aud with that

pronsuncement, §
m&aqgami ;
wore lowapder |
tfug! Edf‘tkh—rt’r
s*gmts.ﬁma
&

a

bs and Hlows
us.

10 AN JMAINENT
e
: 4 AN
JusTice SERVEE, i

= =,

= Manyof theplaces
I s 1 see are Hew and




=~ OMWCE THE XANSAS = %
WASTELANDS WERE STRIPPED

. OF RABIATION, SUPERMAN'S
PENITENTIARY WAS FAST
. COMPLETED.

& THE GULAG WAS N
" BUILT To IMPRISON

THE DEADLIEST AND MOST

UNCONTROLLABLE OF
. THE SUPERHUMANS.

 THANKS To TS
VASTSIZE, IT WAS

 INTENDED To Moude

PRISONERS FOR MONTHS
TOCOME. . =

=

WITHINTWO TN

WEEKS OF ITS
CONSTRUCTION,







Y ONCE THE GREATEST ESCAPE

RTIST OF THREE WORLDS
éomﬁzﬁ‘ 15 AN LINPARAL-
LELED MASTER oF BONDS

AND TRARS




GIM

STAND EVE
WGIEANT OVER THE
BELLIGERENT,,

HIS CoMMAND:
EVER |

= DISTINCTION 1I5K0T 8
Pfﬁ"‘?ﬁ#}"b&fﬂﬁf

7 S0 WHERE poEs
ROBBING Y& oF OUR
FREECOM FALL, OH
EREATAHPPGWERFL!L i




PLEASE UNPERSTANE
OUR INTENT NONE OF Youl
ARE HERE FOR PUNISHMENT:

YOU'RE HERE FOR
EDHCATION,

W‘ERE HERE 4
BECAUSEOF FORCER V' HOWMANY 3
BUESING, YU STUPID | DIFFERENT WAYS

RECORDING! 4 CANYOU SPEW
THAT POLLYANNA
oR4P2

THE mwﬁmw&mﬁ.. ' A ) ASJUBGE AND JUEY,
THE THINGS WE B, THEY'RE B 5 WEADHERE 10 A MORAL
MEANT TOINSPIZE ORDINARY _ COPE BASEDON THE
CITIZENS, . NOT INTIICATE PRECERVATION OF

THEM. NOT TERRIFY THEM. f LIFE e
; ' smﬂgguﬁ
EASY FOR M §/ U d
TOSAY, DIDHE EVER, Yl BECALISEWECONT
" DAY, HE TALkS : H&VMEWF GhADE . Igﬁfﬂ*"f Tﬁfgrg

To U5 LIKE WERE 2 " N\ SN FLAGY

THE BADGHYS! |

; : ! "MAN OF TOMORROW, " My
ECLIPE O, HUHE WHO i : P ASE.TRY "MAN OF THE MINETEEN -
TOASTEC RAS AL Mﬂ W FIFTIES T TINVES OHAMGE. . BUT
GUys Lmsmsfw . |\ HE $TL EXPECTS

WHO! WE 84

EVERYONE T2
LIVE LIP IO SOME COBWEBBED
MAM ! CopES




L
W THAT MUST BE WHY YOU OPENED FIRE
i INTHE MIPPLE OF A HIMAN CROWD, WHY
il YU THOUGHT IT WAS ACCEPTARLE 0
FIIDANGER AN ENTIRE CABLE CAR FULL
OF WNARMED CITIZENS.

7 IM SLIRE VON BACH
WOLLP AGREE WITH Yo,
WE BROUGHT Hi#l 1N FOR
KILLING OPPONENTS WHO
. HAPALREADY SUR-
RENDERED.

E urm',l ’Ltai:r-
m.‘lﬁs émm{tﬁ; are packed

Kein broh
Kosmonaut

LOT 1O LEARN, |
\ VON BAcH, GET
FOUT.

VON BACHZ
YOU ALL RMEHT,
MANZ £



THE MAN BY
LUTHOR'S S410F. Yol
CALLED HIM "CAPTAN

OF THE LIGHTNNG

CAPTAIN .0
MARVELZ

T YEs. HIS ROLE NN
THIS WAR REMATNS A
MH¥S .

in




. EVEN TO THE
OLE WiZARD WHO
FIRST CALLED DOWN,
THE THUNDER
FOR HIM. g~

1 How
gz . THE BALACTIC LORDS AND % HAE
D7 | EVEN NOK, BE WIZARD FMMORTALS WHO ARE THE 8 HEOM THAE TSt
PLEADS FOR UNP. R&'fgﬁbmﬂ RUINTESSENCE OF ALL PONER CONCERNED
p_FROM His BRETHREN., n Cosmic. {9 DHCRRARS
S i B § UNCONCERNED
I f Yo SHOULD
AcT.

| g

: THE EARTH'S
: PROBLEMS
BECALISE Youl

Pﬂfﬂgf.ruj E{E;EEE - ARE 50

CAE Hih HO MOR) e :
HE MY.SON.,, AND HE g SN - - e g
I\ - f BORED,.oR

WE MLsT
HELP HIW! WE
MUST HELP THEM

ALLd

P NOMORE, SHAZAM, DER
THE MILLENNIA, WE HAVE OFTEN
LENTOUR GUICANCE AND WISPOH

TO THE BARTHLINGS .. OMLY TO
WATCH THEM MARCH PROWDLY
TOWARDS DISASTER,

. THAT Youl
CONBREGATE IN 1,
ORDER 10 PREVENT
EAcH OFHER FROM

GANTHET 18 NOT
INTERFERING.,. T

WRONG, THE HUMANS
ARE NOT LR RESPONS! -
BILITY. THEY ARE BT
MOTES |N THE COSMOS

oo AN INSIGNIFICANT

FACTOR IN THE
GRAND LIFE
EQUATION.




EVEN THOUGH I
BOTND EYESE PRETTY
WYL, HUHZ

Clearly, their comver
ar ﬁatmmt

?mﬂit was
£4ans, My sauses
» Tivem away...

S0 THIS 1o
[‘QJP =1 }JWR
REALMZ

T MINEZ A,
1 JUST ENJOY BOPRIN'
ARCUNG THE ETHEREAL

PLANES FROM TIME
1O TIME.

1 ALways
LIKER T2 4

TRAVEL,
T,f

WSER T BE WITH THE
CIRCUS. 1WAS A DAREDEVIL
TRAPEZE JOCKEY. NOW T'M

THE AGENT OF A HIGHER
POWER,

el You
IMABINEZ

NAMEL BOSTON,
I'M & GHOST. NICE
TOMEETCHA.

WAIT. WHO AM T
TALKIN' TO2 OF COUIRSE
YOU CAN. NO DFFENSE,

PADRE,

- -
¥ PASTOR...ANDNO.
FRANKLY, T CAN'T IMASINE
ANYOF THIE, SINCE
SEMINARY, T HAVE BEEN
MORE PHILOSOPHER
THAN PRIEST,




o LIKE @AMA
KUSHNA, F'R
INSTANCE /14

IN Y CHURCH,
1 PREACHED THAT
GOF 15 NOT A
PERSON... BIAT
RATHER, A FORCE
WITH MANY
NAMES..,

= wONE THAT
MOTIVATES IS TO
MASTER OUR SN
FATE,

I NEVER GELIEVED
1M THE OLD-WORLD
NOTION OF ASSIGNING |
A PHYSICAL FACETO |
THAT RORCE OR ITS TELLME, I8

AGENTE,,, BUT
NOW. .. THE SPECTRE

T .

& DON'TGETHE
WRONG. HE WSETR
BE ANORMAL JOE.

Acop, A5 T
RECALL,

BUT FROW THE
MOMENT HE SOT TAPPED
BY THE BfG & T'BE AN

AVENGING SPIRIT, HE

STARTER Tor LOSE THEH

WITH HIS HHHAN
SIPE,

LONG TIME AG0, HE ;
WAS A BUPER-HERD HIMSELF Y
SINCE THEN, HES GOTTEN i
WEIRDER AND WEIRCER e
ANCNOW, . WELL, T'TELL .
YOU THE TRHTH i L YOU CAN
50 BE SURE WHOSE SIPE
= HE'LLTAKE IN ANY OF
THIS. CAPICER

ANME

SPEAK OF THE
ANGEL ...

GOOD TALKING WITH
YA, PACRE. DON'T BEM ANY
HURRY, BUT WHEN Yo

BET 1O THE OTHER SI0E
SOMEPAY. s




S0 THEN 1
FLEW HItl UP T ABOUT,

OH, ars

v ANE T SAIE. Y 00 Yo
SEE AT BEAHTIFHL BLIHE
MARBLE, BRAINIACT THAT'S
MY WORED. RETLEN IT,
NOW. %

A ACTHALLY, NOT IN S48 LESS
SPACE, NO, BUT BELIEVEME, HE
GOT THE MESSASE. NORAD Was

BACK OMLINE WITHIN S/VE
MINUTES,

JUST EHCRT OF. BURIEF
SOMEOF HIS CIRCUITRY ON SATHEN
SOME ON ARG,

v AN THE REGT &,
INSIDE A PHLITZER
N OLARKS APARET-

[ FLINNY, YOU NEVER
TELDME THAT STORY
REFORE .
. BOP§

{ THOSE WERE BETTER

CIANA, WHAT'S THIS
EASIER, ABOUT BEING OUETED
ANYWAaY, BY YOUR OWN PEQPLE 2

IWHEN 212 THIS

HAPPENZ2
i LHORTLY AFTER

YU WENT INTE
FECLUCION.

FOR YEARS, 1 HAD BEEN THE
AMAZONS AMBASSACOR TO THE
OUTEIDE WORLE, MY MISSION WAS

10 $PREAD A NESSAGE OF PEACE
AND ORCER .

AS THE WORLD
CONTINUED T2 DARKEN,
THERE WAS SOME COHET
ASTOHOWWELL I HAD

DONE MY JOB8.




THEY
ACTUALLY
PLT MECH

TRIAL,

1 PLEC MY CASE. ..
BUT IN THE END, THEY
PECREED THAT I HAD,
INDEEL, NOT CHANGED

MAN'E WoaLD.

MY AMAZON SISTERS .1,
MYOWN MOTHER .. CAME TOD
SUGEEST THAT 1 HAD PERHAPS
FANED

b THAT T
HAD CHANGED
_ ME.

THEY STRIPPER
ME OF My ROYALTY AND i
MY HERITAGE.




THERE MaAY HAVE
BEEN SOME JUSTICE
T THEIR DECISION,

e "ﬂi - : ET THE JOB 2 PN THEM WHY SH'T
ELIEVE | ' & THE WORLD 2
SELIEVE || : E OONE ; - I WORLD BETTER?

1 Always
ACMIRELD YOUR
SGENTILITY,

THE AMAZONS BELIEVE
M PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH.
TO0 QFTEN, T RELIECON AN
b CGLIVE BRANCH AND NOT
Amrﬁsijl

YOu 410 1T
YOURSELF ONCE,
OLAR=-

--KAL.WE "Lk
ARE WARRIORS,
WE HAVE AN
OBLISATION 10
WAGE COMBAT.

GIVEN WHD WE ARE;
CIANA . GIVEN THE POWER
WE POSSESS ., WE HAVE A
GREATER OBLIGATION To
KEEP THE FEACE,

ONLy THE
WEAK sliccumB To B
BRUTALITY.




BUT THEY
COULD HAVE, AND

REALLY, THATS THE
POINT, ISN'TIT2_4

]

SUPERHUMANS
CAN Do ANY THING
THEY PLEASE.

THEY AN

THOSE e il : 9 / PR & MAIM...THEY
THOSE THiINGS Never ) ol AR o AN JAEL 1ne
\  HAPPENECD. T . Y :
W THEY'VE
MADE THE WoRLD
A VERARY UGLY
PLACE,

: " FORTUNATELY, YOul
| CN'T HAVE TO TAKE PART
S [N THEIR WORLE, PoYoL?

THATS \
RI-16HT

YoU'LL 5TaY
RIGHT WHERE I
ORPER YOU TO

STAY.




()

INSEMIOUS LITTLE
BUSEER, SVANA Was, PO
YOU SUPPOSE THAT WHEN
THEY COMEC THE TERM "HAL |8
SOIENTIST, ® THEY WERE
THINKING OF M=

WELL, REST
INPEACE, BIVANA,

SCIENCE.. CRAWL W, i THE

WORME CRANL
AT o ol

O8N, ND.
THERE'LL BE KO
RET]

e —
CUR aLE
FRIENDS/HANA
SAW TO THAT,

PICN'T HE 2
>i:EF¢E.

LETHEGET
THAT,

T STILL HAVE
A VERY SPECIAL
JOB FORYOW..: 4




N
-

= BATHANT o

1 J"Hﬁ'.gg ou

'\l\“‘- ' - - %
WelLz

{ wHaTpoYOU )

THINKZ

\iﬁ | _,,;2

STRENGTH IS IN
MUMBERS, [T 120K YOUd
ALONGTIME, BUT YoUl

HNHLL\’LEMHEETHRT

g—?ﬁ;

MﬂGH.fFfz:'EHT /

AREN'T THEYZ BETWEEN r

YOUR DESIGN AND MY 4

PMWTWTHE JHETICE
EAGIE DOEEN'T STAND

APRAYER OF

i
o)
*r mzwm'; . :___-
o777 i

h;
u’

; BE .nBLE.':o.r:MSH
A THEM WITH AN LN-
: YIELDING LESION OF

STEEL m.c:?rfns‘m 4

1 CAN FEELYOUR
PULEE THROB FROM HERE.
LUTHOR, DON TMHFLE- \
CROES M
& O
OBIECTIVE |5 WoRLD
| ORCER... NOT WoRLE
DOMINATION, PON'T
FORGET YOUR
AGENSA.

T

Wo HLI'JN’T
DREAM OF
IT.

B e |

‘w T THINK THAT .

Yo AUTHORIZED
TRIPLE SHIFTS
PR /ITHOUT TELLING

- N

‘\\_

L }:\' .-_J""




RIDZ NG THE WORLD OF THE
LEAGUE IS ANECESSARY EVIL
MANKINDG WAS NEVER MEANT T2

BOW BEFORE A KRYPTONIAN
ANP HIS ILK,

:"r1 Y THOUGHTS
EXACTLY,

ONCE SUPERMAN ANC HIG
TOALIES ARE QT OF THE MY, o AND WITH YOUR LITTLE ROBOBATS
THE MANKING LIBERATION KEEPING THE PEACE, RETURN THE REINS OF
FRONT CAN SEIZE POWER.:_a, CIVILIZATION TOTHE HEHANS,

SOUINDS LIKE
APLAN.THEN AGAIN,
L0 DOES THIS : OAN'T WE
JUST PROP A
K-BOME ON BIG
BLUES 5PIT-
CURLZ

SADLY, MR, QUEEN, KRYPTONITE NO
LONGER PACKS THE PHNCH ITDIC 1N
THE GOO0 LD DAYS, . AS T
LEARNELD THE MARL WAY.

CHALK ITUP TOTHE
SOLAR RACIATION SUPER-
MAN'S CELLS HAVE BEEN

GUEZZLING ALL THESE YEARS.
HE'S AT THE HEISHT OF HIS
INVHLNERABILITY.

WE'LL BE W PLACE,
LUTHOR. OBVICUSLY, WE
HAYEN'T THE @AW MIGHT

T M.ﬂTIEH ﬂfP.EEIMHIS'

W ONCE WARBEGING,
BATMAN, CAN YOMR PLAYERS
ABVANCE 0 THE FRONT LINES

- IFNECESSARYZ




. BUT WE HAVE
THE FIRE OF YOUTH O
LR SIDE.

THE SONE AND
FAUGHTERS OF MANY
OF THE LEASUERS HAVE
LOME TO LEND THEIR
SUPPORT.

ANP THEY'RE
PREPARELD TO FIGHT
TOOTH ANC NAJL WITH

THE GEMERATIONTHAT
SIRED THEMZ

AREN'T ALL
YOUNS PEOPLE,
SON2

THEY'RE PREPAREC
TO STRIKE WHEN I oIve
THE SiENAL.

I ASSUME
YOUR TACTICAL
STRATESY SOME -
HOW (NVOLVES THE

LOON ENOHGEH, IN
FACT, ' AWAITING WORE
\ MYSELE NOW, IF YOL'LL
B EXCLSEE ME ..




BUTLET'S NOT ! - =
DO THIS TELEPATH- Just
ICALLY, YOU WON'T ¢ Rﬂzﬂiﬁﬁﬂn‘

WHAT mu'ae\';
THINKING. 5

1M AWARE : 4 5 7
FRIEND. oM W 1o 50 DESPERATELY

i ; wmmomﬁw
MAN PSYCHE THAT
ALLY, [N ONE TERRY-
OMENT, OPENED
MND TOTHE | oot
WORLD -~

FOREVER SHATTERED
BY IT5 THOUGHTS,

HEWAS
ONCE AMARTIAN
CHAMPION. g

NOW HE
1S NoT MUCH "-’F
ANYTHING.

Y WHATN-MOWZ 1 |
TOL MUCH WANT TO STAY, T WaNT ‘ 1 AND TOPAY WasS
M;';r;ﬁ! Teo W O MU Mﬂrrfﬂ, : NO EXCEPTION.

OH. YO . YO
PON'T THINK ITLL
H=-HELP..s 4o

YOUVE Bl
YOUR PLIES, OLD FRIEND,
GO HOMEAND REST. &

= TONN, YOU FOUGHT CREAMOF RED %
THE GO0 FISHT LONGER SAHP.FMD&'#EHT

THAN ANY OF LIS, BT4ARS.

=

YU VE DONE ALL THATSE
EVER FEEM ASKEL OF¥oU4.




4 3 gl (20
| IEEA2] FERG
i Marvel mills |t
about, hiseerie grin

caryiwaa
f-hmz:gh Batmaws

T i
LURE. HELP, HELP
YOURSELF v

rm s i

,‘ 1¢1’$

? these

M ard himwith a

i
Ol one

other.

No oue Eweathes w his
Ermm "What is he

hinkiug?” they wonder |8
| Whatwi { he donextz” i




GERMANY 1S
ALl eLEAR,

--PROPPED 5 PUT POWER WOMAN AND
ABUILCING  ME BOTH INTO BODY£ASTS. |
A LSTEN, IMWITHYOW,. T 4
WAS ALL R THE y
FHLAG -~

MEZ
ROy, Youl
TELL HIM!

LOOK AT
HIx! 2T A
MAN WITH
TELESCOPIC
VISION SEE

7 AUSTRIA N
| Looks clear,,. )

> =-BUT THROWING VON BACH ;
INTO THAT CAULERON (5 LIKE POKING
A HYOROGEN BALLOON WITH A
MATSH. SUPERMAN'S PRISON 1S
F’RESSHREGG;&EEE#{WGH Ag
IT4s,

CHESK, METAMUMAN

ACTIVITY HAS BEEN N HETHINKG HECAN GET EVERYONE %
AsoLisHED N Eusare. SN 10 BEHAVE LIKE THEY DI WHEN TIMES
EYbi N e WERE BRIGHTER, ., GUT EVEN HE
CAN'T TURN BACK THE OLOCK.

m:'ua;d 18,0 i“o'r- th,
falt.

[ 1 have overkeard Flask described
e it et
of exisfence 3 :
entire slratd of realityare open e So settledam 1
1o i, T 11l | muasa

epn-




fgrhm é[éﬂf"ua
Yat fact!

Y WHOARE N
YOUZ WHERE DID |10
YOUCOME |
FROMZ 7




y  MYNAME,,
1S NORMAN MECAY...
v AND I'VE BEEN .

e THIS 18N'T |
BOING 0., MAKE T g ai“u?m E:Ee} ¥

.r.r [l

Lo ANP ALL
EEN GRAZS, WAS
BUANT UP...
PLEASE
HNPERSTANDT A
CATASTROPHE
COMES! T 5EE
ARMIES RAISED
AGAINST mur I HEEAR BOD--

sae AND THE
SUAN AND THE A/R

LISTEN TOKE. N
1 PON'T KNGW WHO
You ARE, . ORWHERE |4
YOU'VE COME FROM... ¥ ARHAGEDION 15
BUT 1R WORDPS  HARDLY ON OUR.
AEEM;-#HME- .ﬂmsm THESE

BUT HIE Hnw.mnmg F




J WORD JUST
S CAME IN FEOM THE
| GlLAG! THERE'S
B\ A RIOT GONG
oMl

THE
PRISONERS
HAVE SONE

BERSERK!

I WANT A STATHS .
REPORT A S00N AS
POSSIELE . .

FINISHED
~ HERE,




I5AWA CRISIS. T
REACTED IN A CONFICENT
ANP UNGUALIFIED MARKER.
THE OTHERS NEEC TOSEE

THAT $0RT OF
AUTHORITY -~

Yeid UNPERMINE
MMH;FMRW

o FEATIERED THAT THE MISHTY
JUETICE [EAGHE HAS FINALLY
PEEMER THE HidAN RACE WORTHY

Y THERE'SNO
NEEDFOR

SECRETARY-
OF CONVERSATION. b GENERAL.

WE'RE SIMPLY MO LONGER ,
ACCHSTOMELD 10 BEMNG APVISED
ORCONSULTED, IMAGINE DR
SHRPRISE, FOR INSTANCE, 10
LEARN THAT THE CENTER OF THE

1.5, NOW HARBORS A META -
HUEMAN PRISON

TOSETHER.
OVERPUE FOR A

| ARE ALY DOCHE

THEY CAN'T
HELP BUT KNOW
ABOUT THE GUEAG

BY NOW.

PULL YPURSELF
WE'RE

MEETING WITH THE

[ WONDERING WHEN WE
STARTEL MAKING LUF
B\ OUIROWN LAWS,

HARP ASTHIS [5 10
BELIEVE -- 1T POSES NO
. PREVAILING PANGER,

THAT THOSE

INCARCERATED 15 THAT TRUE,

SLPERMANT

ANP EAGER TO
ACCLIMATE.




,,..-" THE GLLAG 15 A WORK
1IN PROGRESS, THE LEAGUE MUST
FIND A WaY TOGUIPE THOSE WHO
INSIET PO N WORKING AGAINST
THE COMMON G202

I APMIT 10 SOME
DANGER . BUT 1CHOSE T2
PUT THE RENESADES T& -
(GETHER WHERE WE CAN

MONITOR THEM AND
TEACH THEM.

INSIPE A Grmrmmmfﬁ

SUPERMAN, THE MHPEM?EHNPHM
YOUR REEMERGENCE ENGENDERED ré‘
FAST Em

R

LOBAL ECONOMY 15 STILL
CH MGWH."{-‘ v WORLE TRALMA o
NG, WE mum RISK

STAGGER
ANOTHER KANSAS. T

MME Youl THA‘I"

sm LOCKING S0 STHNNED, DO
Yol HONESTLY BELIEVE THEY'LL.SIT
BACK AND LET W& LOLVE THE PROBLEM
ATOLZ LEISUREZ

THEY'RE SCARELD., .. ™%,
AND THEIR FEARS MAY
SO00N TRIUMP OLUR
SOLUTIONS. WE HAVE
AcTt

= ASFARAS T
RNED, IF THE

KAL; WHETHER Yol LIKE
ITOR NET, YOU'RE A WoRLE CONCE
LEADER,.. AND THE LEAGLE IS SITHATION WITH THE
SETTING TIRELD OF WAITNG GULAS PRISONERS GETS

FOR YOU TOACTUST 7O ONE MICRON
THAT BOLE. ) )

U MEANING THAT WE MUST
BESIN T0 PECIDE SOME THINGS
FOROURSELVES. GOOD DAY,

1 THE FEAGIIE WikL
BE FORCED TOTAKE A
FEHH%I;EHWE

(T2




B THE MOMENT HAS
e sonon (R
‘ SUPERMAN'S PRISON HAS
5#5“451%?@5 b " BECOME A CAWEDRON OF HATE
o REVOLTING! ©  ANG OHAOS ! THAT'S OUR CLE

mPARET =
£4Y [T, T PEPLOYOUR, S‘TEEL

--BUT NOT BERORE ™ ¢ o
SOMEONE Tr8s THAT SOMECNE T'VE i
o BEEN SAVING FOR
SOALPING CAULPROM K |
RIGHT ONTED THE e, -?1-’5; g‘sﬁﬁy A
JUETICE LEAGHE! Ak D !

IT'8 AS T'VE ALWAYS
SAID THE SUPER-
HUMANS ARE EVIL.
Youl CAN'T ARGUE

WITH THAT.

ONLY YOu CAN
ENSLRE THEIR DESTRUCTION.
I ORCERING rOUTO DEMOLISH
THE GULAS S0 THAT TS PRIGON-
; EQS Roam FREE.,

W FREC..ANDANGRY., N DOIT,.. AND
AND EASILY ERADICATED | | WORRY NO MORE
IN A WAR THAT NO ONE ABOUT LOSING
CAN Wik .. SAVE LS, A CONTROL.

By 'ﬁ

Lot
!

-f-ﬂ..-. B
g
i ‘\.'




TP SUSPECTED ITFORA ™
4] WHILE,, AND JONN'E TELEPATHIS
" HE--HES - % - PROBE CONFIRMED [T, ITSEEMS

NOT--2 e ‘g MARVELS DAL ICENTITIES ARE :
; : ' } IN GUITE A BITOF MENTA fs
CONFLICT.

e : ; B ; ALLTHESE YEARS, . AS X
Y YOU'RE KIDDING ME! z BATEON GREW WO MANHOOL. .,
ALLTHIS TIME, WE'VE BEEN Y\ LUTHOR KEPT HIM IN CHECK BY
INMORTAL £EAR OF TURNING HIM INTC A STEW
BILLY BATEONT y b OF 8CHIZOPHRENIC
G 7 i o PEYCHASES.,

LEARN YOUR CONNECTION
i1 TOCAPTAIN MARVEL. IN
| THIS ENTIRE GLOBAL
CONFLICT, HEWASTHE /| 1
WiLECARD. . L eriai
< ;

1 AND 1 HATE
WILZ CARDS.




THEN May
WE ASSUME
YOU'VE GIVEN

THE 5'?.@#44#




SNNANNGH!Z

You DON'T HAVE T o
RLIN ANYMORE ! T FIGURED
LUT WHAT LUTHOR 272

TOYOU! ‘ p

CAPTAIN MARVEL RETIREC
EARLY, PICW'THE, BILLY? OF
ALL OF U5 HE HAR THE HARE -
EST T/ME ADAPTING TO THE
GRAN MEﬁL ﬁfm BARDUND
M.

OME AL DAY,
HE SPOME HIS MAGH
WORE FOR THE LAST
THME e,




> THEN LUTHOR
FOLNED You. Took,
YO UNCER HIS
WiNG,

ToLP You THE .
SAMETHING THE WeoRLD
WAS TELLING YU, THAT

DUIPER-HERODES WERE
MONSTERS. TERRIBLE,
REPULSIVE BEASTS,

B CON'T THINK LIKE

Y THAT, BILLY! HE'S TWISTED
{ YOUR BRAIN ARDUND THAT
i INSANITY! THE WORMS. ..
THEY'RE ENSINEERED

T2 SECRETE CERTAIN

THEY'RE PRIVING
YOUMAL BILLYY DEN'T
LET THATHAPPEN! THE

WORLP DEPENDS ON

/ BILLY SR MARVEL--
EITHERONE, . THEY
EATAWAY AT YoLR

AND HE NEVER,

EVER LET Yol RORGET., %
THAT ¥4 HAD OHE HIPHG

PEEP DowN INSIPE /




FOR THE MOMENT.
WHAT ABDUT LUTHOR
AN HIS MENT ARE THEY

ACCOUNTED FORZ

= N cusToDY,
EVERY ONE. WHAT
ABOUTMARVELZ

BATMAN!
ARE Yol ALL
RIGHTZ

I

NOLONGER A WILE
CARD... UNFORTUNATELY.
HE STILL IN LUTHOR'S

THRALL, GO HELP 45,

L/ TAKEME
( 707HE Cave.
L NOW.




7 YETANOTHER

=¥

f Ty .x-r_.-_,:f'EE__-‘,'f_' .

SIPE OF YOU T'H
NOT COMFORTABLE
WITH. =

! A SOLPIER
[ UNPREPARELD HA
MO BUSINESS CALL:
ING HERSELF 4
SOLPIER.

ST i | —-—//\E“'-;H:‘A»E‘WE;E
POSSIBLE THAT A EFT Uu NEI?AEL
| WE'VE ALREADY

B ARecAmer, I ITCAN CARVE THE

BE CAREFLIL.
THE SWORD wAS A
GIFT FOW HEPHAESTHS,

WE CAN | E h
INSTILL-~ s 'EAGH::ME .

7 NOT ALL OF
US HAVE HEAT
vrsfon,

A e T



THERE ARE LINES ™~
WE PO NOT CROSSY

y 3
o~ WE HAVE RULES

o AND THE PRISONERS
DON'T! THATE WHY THEX'RE
) PRISONERS! AND |F THEY
DON'TREMAIN PRISONERS,
S INEN  WOUR BY6, BLUEMARELE
TEETERS ON THE BRINK! £

YOU MADE THE '
DECISION T0 INEARCER-
ATE THEM FOR THE GOOD

OF MANKING, RE-
MEMBERZ

~ ANCNAYBE THAT :
WAS MY MISTAKE. MAYBE

I SHOWLE HAVE LET THE

HHMH‘.E‘EEGJPE How

WE'RE... WE'RE N

TROBLE! THEFIGHT

ATTHE GLEAG BOES
WORSE THAN WE Ex-
ECTE,

" THE PRrQDNERS
""'* 5 HAVE ALREADY

KILLED CAPTAIN
COMET




GEONE . JUST
h LIKE THAT,

© S0, YOUR WORLES FINALLY

B 1LRNED £ompLETELY Torsy-TURYY, ':_

HOW DO WE HANPLE THIST

i 1. CON'T Tl

¥ WE'RE GOING T
COMFRONT THE PRISONERS
ANE GIVE THEM AN LLTI=
MATEM, THEY HUST

BLT ¥ CAN'T
HAVE A AR WITHOWT
PEOPLE DYING.

- Iti.ﬂalggs B
y dm?@af@ ;







SHUTHPS T
PoN'T HAVE TIME
FOR YOUR HOLIER-

THAN - THOW

ERACKE Y

= WE'VE BEEN

THROKGH THIS
ALREADY,,,

YOU'RENOTABGVE  Glelses—=
ALL THIS-- MOT NOH, NOT
WITH THE STAKES TH/S
. ﬁm_l

" WE'RE RACING THEEND

OF THE WORLE BRUCE! T'VE

GOTA HALF-SECONE LEAS
BUT B?‘A'Jg-q i"'_ﬁfﬂm W

— .
YESS EVEN AS WE
L EPEAK, WONDER WOMAN
| AN THE LEASLE STAND
b OUTSICE TS WALLS -~




-~ READY TO BRING THEM
DOWN ARDLIND EVERYONE
[ INSIDE!

ATTENTION!
THIS WiLL BE ¥OLR2

ONLY WARNING!

ABANDON
YOUR ACTIVITIES AND
SURRENDER --

o

-- OR FACE THE
CONSEQUENCES!

WOU MEAN TOTELL
ME YOU NEVER IMAGINED
IT MIGHT COME TO THISZ

DD Wl EVER, L
CONSIDER THATA WAR
MIGHT BE FOR THE BESTZ
THAT PERHAPS HUMANITY'S
ONLY CHANCE 16 FOR THE
SUPERHUMANS TO SWALLOW
EACH OTHER 2




THE PELIBERATE TAKING
CF HUMAN -- EVEN S AE2-HLIMAN--
LIFE (20ES AGAINST EVERY BELIEF

MORE THAN ANYIHE IN THE ;
WORLLY, WHEN YOLI SERATCH EVERY-
THING ELSE AWAY FROM BATHAN,
YOU'RE LEFT WITH SOMEONE WHO

MARVEL'S HEAPED

FOR THE GILAS,
CLARK, A

HE'S GONG T

BREAK T WIDEOPEN )
ONT0 THE JWSTICE |}

LEAGIE,

WHAT Do
YOU EXPEST
ME Topo

AGAINGT,,, fams

T HAVE--ANC THAT YO HAVE.

" THAT'S THE ONE THING

WE'VE ALWAYS HAD INCOMMON.

1T:6 WHATMADE 145 WHAT WE
ARE.

WE CAN STILL INTERCEDE,
GATHER YOUR FORCES, TOGETHER,
WE CAN BE THE WORLDYS FINEST

TEAM.

I

I WILL TELL Youl THiS ONE

THING. THERE'S APLAYER Yo )
b HAVEN'TCOWNTED ON. 48

HES BEEN
ERAINRASHER .,
SEVERELY. ONCE,
THERE WAS A G007 KI?

P\ INSIDE Him, BurHES
BEEN DRIVEN OUT--
- —AND I DoN'T

[ KNOW HOW YOUPEVER
FIND HIM ASAIM.

m il
[ WHaTTHAT FEELS
) LIKE.. _d



















Never-Ending Batﬂe







{

(77
o L

“.and an ;
tarfhgm&e. 2

1S was m
@5y










-

IT'S HAPPENING,.. ™ SUPERMAN 4
JUST AS THE WSIONS  CAME TOOLATE! --MAKE IT.
. FORETOLLS WAR Has frinl

= ; - BEGUN!  SOMETHING!

— FOR THE LOVE [

T CANNOT,
I CAN TAKE Mo ACTION
OTYET.




WHY NOT 2
WHAT N Gops
NAME HASTO

HAPPENZ

HOW MidecH
TIME MUST
Pase s

THERE W/LLBE 8
A RECKONING, NORMAN
HeCAY, BE PREPARED.

“AS THE SCRIPTURES
Sy Y FEAR GOD: AND.
. BAVE BLORYTO HIM,,,.

a N

»...FOR THE HOuR

S TINCHINT 16 CoME,
] ]




e that the ouly
W ooy Jam here?
. i __
Ll Aideous judgment? |§
i ekl
et L%# T

_ e N Dam T,
T Share tho some | : et g
g : =4 B OF 1T YOU CAN'T
terror. 5 N Do THIS

His face isa maskof g -
Compronma e \ A Y Wt
c rowthings : ) : _ e rnilics
came to this, Once upuc?n.— '- .- A el
| atime, Captain Maryel
was eme of fis mightiect
allies,

i

Now, whatever wisdow ! >0 LTSI e
y d =T

beoy dokiod b uvors [ = o
2al A Y. g y making the Caplain 4
muwasﬂnq F \ | soldier ?cﬁms—-tkaoue
: warrior who can counter
Superman's every move. .

el prevent Rim frome
cowlainiug the battle.

T

Superman belisvos himself
tobetie only force ou

| Earth powerful enougl to £
Y| end the superhuman iar,




-~MULTI-MESATON
NUWCLEAR EXPLOSIVES HELD
IN RESERVE FOR JLST

THIS MOMENT,

TRKE A OO
LOOK AT MANKINDs |2
LASTHOPE,

st : W
i Sal EZEe
IR & Lt
; S0 0
—

CAPABLE OF
VAPORIZING A COHNTY,
SHEATHED IN A ROBCE -
FIELD MNSREACHABLE
BY ALL CATALOSUED

METAHIIMAN POWERS,
EPLOYMENT SYSTEM.,.

e MIRTUALLY
HNPETECTABRLE.

AS EECRETARY-GENERAL
OF THIS NEW HNITES NATIONS ..o
I AM EMPOWERED TO SANSTION
THE WEEOF THREE.

“ ALL OUR PROJECTIONS
ESTIMATE THATONE WiLL
P2 THE JO8. /

SLIRELY
KiLL EIViLIANS,
oo

LISTEN TO ME AND LINDERS TAND
THERE 5 NOTHING RATIONAL ABOLIT
CISPATEHING TACTICAL NIFKES INTO THE

HEART OF MY OWN COWNTRY--

-~ BUT THESE ARE
NOT BATIONAL TIHES ! WE
ARE AT THE FLASHFOINT OF
HUMAN EXISTENCE !

MY O8O CAN HEAR i
THE BATTELE EVEN HERE! ATANY
MOMENT, [T THREATENS TO
\ SPREAL FORTH AND ENGLF
THE WORLED! WHAT THENZ -




- THE ONLY WAy
TOENSHRE THAT
FUTURE GENERATIONS
REMEMBER THIS AS

F N THumaniTrs smas

P TION--

- IS TOENSURE
/ THAT THEREWILL BE
| FUTLIRE GENERATIONS
‘ AFTER Toapdy,

" LET Us

STRIKE WHILE |
WE STVEL

AN,

GODSPEED.,




isouens rsl;msed
arvels thunderbolls
Q‘h'l ke owt Blindly.

memg >

— troops retury,
ﬁ?rgg in kiud.

goth sides fi ht mﬂt
ﬁammw nfmmfm“.
wight ance have ruled :
them become. 1gic P1,

=
e
S

E

' [ 1his wﬂﬁﬂ#st ﬁ,re.
: ; g NN thats m;?jm
. ] .- 3 L : T = : o \ SR .E',Hd ﬂfw wa‘ﬂd
i 'th};%'e w;ll?&t A, B B
} f*ta.htu

their oully prayer of deliverance
Tests--




o -cunthaforce |8
| from on high. |




Batwan's legion
soarsin liked
silend cavalry,

= e -

Maw or mackine, each

dgent knows his mission. |8

Prevent ﬁ"..?.f :
1 while theres still thwe
. | toexsrt control.




Duwurst g
B EINE WAL
Jerquetschtl’

'

_ 2 HE LEFT ME ‘
i - NO CHOICE.
PR ; THEY BEGAN

: -"'-‘I'f--_f-..Eu'_:;'H”r'..'r._l THIS. T Wikl
EHEKILLE Yo 1 ‘ FINISH 1T,

|

1 |
f iR

[

'} !r »f:l " .‘.

W




_ S
> AND WEWILL FINISH
IT WITHOWT YOi, BRUCES
YOUR PECPLE ARE OUT
OF THEIR LEAGKRE ! WHY? BECALISE
WE'RE HERE To SAKE
LIVES RATHER THAM
TAKE THEMZ

WERE HERE T2
FORCE PEACE! WE'RE ol
LEFT WITH M2 otiaicEs
IF ¥l STANG 1N THE

k... WAY-- T Wikl Re-
. MOVE YO S ’

CPON'T TELL ME
YOU STILL SHESCRISE
T2 THAT PARALRX,

YOU WON'TWIN %,
BACK YOUR OxaL
STATION BY OVER-

\  COMPENSATING.

Y FORCE PE/ ;
THE AMAZON

" GPREAD LOWE AND
LNCERSTANCING,..BLIT
CON'T 5E AFRAID TO L
BLOOOY YOIR KNWEOKLES £

e T'VE HEARD RUMORS

THAT THE AMAZONE RELIEVED
YOU OF YOUR DHTIES AND
HERITAGE RORNOT BEING
STRIFENT ENOUGH,




"0 YO
& uncereTanD 2

AFTER ALL THESE
= YEARS, YO HAVE THE
M| MERVE TOswAGSER
= OUT OF YWOUR CAVE
AND EXPELT EVERYONE
TOBOW BEFCRE YOUR |8
PRECIIUS WISPOM!




WE TRIED
To HOLP QR PER--
BT (T8 TOD £4R,
GONEf DUR ONLY
COPTICH oW 15
war !




MARVELS M THE
MAME OF HEAVEN -~
WIPE THAT EHPTY SMILE

OFF YOUR FACES 4

Yeold WERE A

FRIEND ONcE ! HoW

CAN YA 20 THISE
HOWF

¥ LOOK AT THE
HORROR YOU'VE
LETLOOSES

Zans IT-- B
SAY sOMETHING FoR
FOURSELF!







OFEN YOUR EYES,
FIANA, YOUR ANSWER
FLIES ON METAL

WiINGS,

THOSE ARE MCLEAR
CARRIERS 0. THE HETIHATE
WARBENGERS,

EE WAR 15 NoT ;
ONE ACTOF VIDLENCE AT
THE COSTOFSOME LIVES,

&7 IFYOUWRE \
THAT PEVETES To

THE AMAZINV

HONORZ...

B

; e lF YOLRSOUL ™%
EENUNELY LOMBS
FOR ATONEMENT
ON AMAZONAN

TERMS...

o THEM LETS I

KEEP FISHTING... AND
LET THE PLANES Do
_THEIR [k,




D‘es LbEr

ltFte

E':’a umm:
lasgers,

T hear the
Luklg per of 4.
Bl
il







FHWT'.‘: tf*clf can fuge coal

| wito diamond crawl across

mtd w the FW.SE
eans that cau hear
a cell dwide

For one frozen
instant, the
stor clears,

miekoud with
¢ illiug ease
the soream. of
WMAH Page.

AT irmes the
g\owaue of agSc?tg. b
laaﬂe ("rlI(.-I-{ testhe seconds
ga . Hewust act...
Wi




[ TUDGMENT:
CHAS CPME,
 NORMAN MeChy S
| THE HOUR

o TOLLS. o

oy

® ENTIRE Jonkney ®

L HAS BROUGHT LS

_TO THIS MOMENT. |

B WL DENP IF 1T DRORS, THE WP IFNET, THEY

TERMINE THE "™ SUPERHUMANS WILL " WIEL LIVEGN--Ta
FAPLEL'FFJE‘HE SURELYDIE-- BUT  FIGHTABATTLE

g HEMANITY WILL8E  THAT WiLL, N TRMIE,
N SPARED THEIR i SWALLOW THE
VioLence. gl FARTH. g

EITHER S
; SE, WE FACETHE | 1
3 EVIL OF GENOpIBE, )

U AR My TASK 15 To
L BHMISH THOSE
oL FESFONSIBLE
4 FOR EVIL.

" BUTWHO SHALL BES
HELD ACCOMNTHBLE?
). WHOSE 87N [5THIS?
THE HELHANS" . OR THE
 SHPERHUMANS'E

(“TELL ME, N
HORMAN.




YOURS |3 8
L THE SOUL THAT
GHIPES ME.

8 Supermans palm
LS around
Batsow's jaw..,

--1 POoN'T
KNOW AT T2
fr ey

YU CAN SEE
THAT, CAN'T Yol
EVERYCHOICE THE
MADE S0 FAR HAS
BROWGHT L5 HERE

--HAS BEEN

WeoNG s

o B Bats
whimpers,

The clock

15 PALING.

Only wmoments
ramain before
the Blast

HOW cAN
PP -

THEREJ'S NO
MEVILY HERE ¢
THERE I8 TRAGEDY P50 LISTEN TO .
(E,B-I-[ LISTEN HaRpER Y
N THAN Yol EVER Mave

ANC BECLAM
AND- -

b BERORE.



THERE'S A BOMB S
FALLING, EITHER IT
KILLS Li5=~

STOP THE BOWE, )

BILL, THAT MUCH
IM.SLURE OF, KNOW 15 WHETHER T
mwm%sﬁu OWED

eri or
will pay the ulti-
te price.

wake. T'w not 4

anothar N\ AZ N .
pECISION... ) | T <\ / w15 W0k forme to
: god...

ce I NOT
AMAN,




MORE THAN ANFONE ; 2 COR WITH Do Yol
WHO EVER EXISTED, Youl : & WORE..You ¥ UNDERSTAND
KMOW WHAT |77 LIKE T& 2 CAN TP THE CHOICE THAT
LIVE IN 8OTH WORLDS. o e £AN BE MACE BY
k| YO ALONE Z
ONLY YOI CoN

WEIGH THEIR WoRTH
EQUALLY. /

FISHT THE =
BRAINWASHING,
BILLY. YOLLCAN LET

ME &,

PECIPE THE
wWoRrLe.

=

;
."n.

~
SHALAM,

e













— e T T T T T s—







J bGMIENT
! EEENME&E
. NO LoNGER

_NEEDED. .

---EERM.'M-Y'ID b
CONFRONT HIS
o HMAN




T THINK o
BROUSHT ME ALL THIS
WAY JUST TO WATEH

PECPLE PIER

VO WANT T
LONFRONTEVIER
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YoU BLAME YOUR-
LELF FOR CAPTAN MARVEL
v FOR MAGOE AND KANSAS
.« FOR TEN YEARS THAT
ENDED T204Y

YES, YOU'RE ANGRY,
BT /A THAT ANGER
YOU'RE FORGETTING
|\ ONCE MORE WHAT
b HMANS FEEL,

THEY WON'T \
FORGIVE Yo FOR
THIS, CLARE,

FORSIVE
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LISTEN TOME, CLARK,
OF ALLTHE THINGS You c:AN
BO.,. ALLYOUR POWERS.., THE
Es}ﬁsﬂﬁf; HAS ALWAYS BEEN
LR INSTINETIVE
To BEEAK
WITAESS, MNOWLECSE,,,

L OF IT WAS A SfFETOF BUT THE MINWTE You
RIGHT e TOUROWN HUFANITY.  MAPE THE SHPER MORE
AN Yol MNEVER HAP T2 IMPORTANT THAN THE HAN ..,
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N ANY SITHATIEN . TOUR BACK ON MANKING .. TOoK YouR
ANY CRISIE o YOUKNEN — THAT COMPLETELY COST  JHDSHENT
WHAT T &2, YOU YOUR [NSTINGT,

TAKE T
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IF YU IKANT
RECEMPTION, CLARK
w 1T LIES INTHE VERY
A NEXT PECISION

MAKE IT
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MAKE ITRIGHT.
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Across the world, wew
rolés are embraced,,,
new alliances forged.

« Whose work 15
just beginning.
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mankind towards 4 common
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“PERHAPS YOU
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SMOKING OR
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BE N/CE,
CLARK...
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N ITS AWFLILLY
o CROWDPED You'rRE
SURE WE WON'T BE
h RECOGMIZED?

T8 5000 T0 SEE \
YO UNDER BRIGHTER
SIRCUMSTA BRUCE,

HOW ARE THE BOY e Z

v ANDINTHE ™0
SECOND PLACE,

AMIPST ALL THIS '-
TAWPRY BRIC-A- BRAZ,
I POLBT THEY'D TARE
NOTICE OF LS IF WE
WERE FISHTING THE
LESION OF PooM
N FHLL COSTUME.

CLARK,
L, DIANA,

KRYPTONITIS
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HARDLY LIKELY. _
INTHE FIRST PLACE, oMl
“oU WROTE THE BOOK

Plek's HEADED
FORA FLLL RECOVERY,
IB'N . WELL

e PICK'S PAUSHTER
15,1 COWNSELLING HIM.
MAYBE HE'LL TURN ARDLING
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THATS WHAT HAPPENS
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1T BEEN A LONG ;
ROAD TO REHARILITATION e

FOR THE INJUREE. FOR- ; < i ™~ -
TUNATELY, M NOT Ty WITH THE MLE2 L W it himponn
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His BEsT,
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AR HOC HOSPITAL
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THEIR WEIGHT. YANPAL
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PICKED UPGUITE A FEW
HEALING TRICKS M HIS
P\ FIFTY THOUSAND
b YEARS,
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HERE SOLELY TO PLAY
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WEHAVE
SOMETHING T2
ANNOUNCE.




S WY BESTTOYOU BOTH. N

! CONGRATULATIONS ON BRING -
ING ANOTHER S PAITCURLED

N DEMIGOD INTOTHE WORLD,
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BRUCE, T'LL BE

’ THE FIRST TOACMIT ¢ .
: 1 KNOW LITTLE B 3
W ABOUT FATHERHOOD o r
o v BUT I 222 KNOW T
, THIS, J ‘E.l
THERE ARE b ]
THINGS THAT THE ) -
BATMAN CAN TEACH < 3
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OUR CHILT, MORE THAN
ANY OTHER, WILL NEED THE
LEAVENING INFLUENCE OF
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oRrA /
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COUNTON.

o -

" YOUW'RE RIGHT ABOUT
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OVER THE YEARS,,,
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=

Yol REALIEE
YOL'VE JUST HANDED
ME INFLIENCE ONER.
THE MOST POWERFLIL

CHILE IN THE

WoRLEPZ

3 THEOMWGH
ol YOU AGREED RATHER
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WIZARD TAKES
AN EXCLUSIVE
PEEK INTO

ALEX ROSS?’

. KINGDOM COME
SKETCHBOOK
OR A LOOK AT
G THE FUTURE
RN OF THE
namlvnnsm

: [anga-awaited new project by acclaimed Marvels
x ss will burst onto the stands in May. Written

e four-part, 48-page monthly Elseworlds
‘BC Universe 20 years in the future, when
iged and others have passed the mantle

&very hh’o to choose sides and go to war.

“I think we've \ﬂ%ﬂe fair job of visually representing just
~_about everybody wlu;l has had any pominal importance in
DC’s history,” says Ross. His depictions of heroes return some
\  to their roots, while others grow from current versions. “I
~didn’t demand that every character be dramatically different,
. but | did demand that it be fup.for the reader. The one con-
was 't_l'-m_ttl tried to respect what the original creators had
4 in mind, by letting the roots show through.”

The best part-he adds, is that “all the designs are based
on what | wanted to do, with no outside input. This is all pure
and undiluted, as far as my vision of how it should look.

That's very comforting and satisfying.”

On the following pages are initial sketches for some of the
book's key characters. The new names shown are Ross's own
codenames and won't appear in the book, he notes.

*| got shot down on most of them.”

N\ BY CRAIG SHUTT

— )
o,
~wWizard:TGTC #57




It'"q

l 0
Created from clay and animated by the gods, Wonder Woman hasn't
aged, Ross explains. She features a somewhat bulkier upper body than most
artists draw. “| wanted to give her a realistic sense of muscle tone for a
woman as strong as she is; but she wan't be as overdone as Power
Woman." Her chest emblem will be larger too, something that always has
bugged Ross. She also sports a loincloth, rather than trunks. “John Byrne
is a sissy for not drawing all the stars,” Ross hughs: *l looked at it asa
challenge. If they're hard to draw, then so much the bewer, because e
rmiakes me work harder.” The loincloth *hearkens back to her skirt, which
never looked that great. while giving it a sexier feel by opening up the sides.”

R TR TN

“Superman has held together pretty well, but
you can see the age in his face when you get
close," Ross says. “He's got a weathered Doc
Savage look to him.” The chest emblem repre-
sents the biggest change, picking up the red and
black styling from the 1940s Max Fleischer car-
toons. “Superman's emblem has changed over
tima, and | wanted to give a sense that it's still
transforming.” Even the blue and red colors are
in darker tones than the smndard look, he notes.
“It’s dramatically different but still true to his
roots. | gave him a sense of grandeur, and hon-
estly, I've had no more fun drawing anyone's

§

costurne than 've had with Superman’s,

may 1996 @



4REV. NODEMAN McCAY

The Spactre co-opts this character to help him interpret the story's events
from a human perspective. All of the action is seen from his viewpolnt, as Mar-
vels was seen through Phil Sheldon’s eyes. Ross based the character's ook
on his own father. “The whole paint of this project was to make my dad 2
key character in the DC Universe,” he laughs, “Knowing the person behind
this character added real depth to the project for me. My dad is a very inter-
esting, charismatic person, like an older Jimmy Stewart figure. He represents
to me an ideal of the average man from the '30s or "40s who doesn't seem
to existanymore. He's a Mister Rogers type, with the sweater and everything,
although after posing in it for all the photos | took. he's probably sick of i

REID ROEBIN >

Dick Grayson resumes the Robin mantle,
creating a mostly black costume with a red
chest plate, replicating the bird's look. "Since
| went a different way with Batman, |
brought a lot of the Neal Adams Influ-

ence from my childhood into my ke f
on Robin," says Ross, Readers will
never hear him called Red Robin,
but the name helped Ross evoke
the proper look. “It reminds me
of Rob Roy, kind of a swash-
buckling Irish or Scottish folk
hero,” he notes. “He only has f
a few lines, but he's visually, |
prominent and important.
All the original Teen Titans
are prominent.” |

THE FLASH A
* This Flash-derived character evokes a nearly podiike image, but
' Ross won't say which existing Flash he represents, His look
comes from his solution to the dilemma of wanting 1o be
rwhere at once. “He's never quite still,” Ross dlaims, “He
as a motion blur, You can assume he's in more places
than the one you see him in." He'll be represented by a red
glow over his entire body and staric electricity curling around
him, with no costume detail apparent—and toes showing.
“Just-as | drew a man who was fire in Marvels [the Human

€) wizara:1GTC ¥57
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'HE FLASH I}

The new Flash, like the new Green Lantern, Is
the daughter of & previous incarmation. “Th
mantes are always passed on,” Ross explains. fn
fact, all of the original Titans will have child
appearing. His version of the young fem

#3557

Flash was designed before |esse Quick
adopted 2 somewhat similar look in the
Flash comic, he notes. Without admit-
ting whi she's related 1o, he says cagily,
“She seems to have a strong connec-
ton to Wally West's Kid Flash look."

| This character extrapolates fram the most-current incarnation,
in which a hawk-god plays a key role in giving the hero his pow-
ers.
of existence, with the soul of one of the Hawkmen we know,” he
says. The Egyptian trappings pay homage to the Golden Age hero,
as does the mask, which Ross based an the version drawn by
Jerry Ordway in the 1980s series Al-Star Squodron. “When | sat
o ~down to create this characeer, | drew up the version | loved the
.~ most. He's faithful to both the most recent look and the oldest.”

I took the body of the hawk-god and put him into our planie

T N P

Ross won't reveal which Lantern is under the mask, but read-
ers will ultimately figure it out, he says. (He promises it isn'c
Guy Gardner.) The look combines primarily the Golden Age
version and Hal Jordan's Parallax soyle. “My goal was to cre-
ate a destgn that wouldn't offend Martin Nodell [creator of the
Golden Age GL], There's a certain homage paid there, with
his grandeur and general appearance.” (More of Hal Jordan's
style will be seen In the new Greéen Lantern.) This Green
Lantern’s personality was inspired by writer james Robinson's
take in his mini-series, The Golden Age, where GL was an all-
pawerful hero who tried not o interfere in routine matters.



N ECER ilﬂl-iﬂ‘h £
ong mufq-hdudmgmmﬂnmﬂunufmnﬂblm.mbﬂwmwmhnﬁ
ed of key bad guys. Ross dressed them as aloof businessmen and pictured them as he 'y
age "’Evenmﬂmutﬂ!elrcostmnei.lmabkmwﬁmmrmdﬂmrp&mmﬁuumﬂhm

For instance, Catwoman bs wearing the dress and hairstyle she had in her first appearance in Batman #1.

: mm had rqmmunaaim&,
E;n the eriginal version of
,;_m-,p In a t direction and play up
his m: bomhs."ﬁe new Midnight consists of only the mask =
and cape, with black smoke billowing from beneath, Ross took ®
a simitar approach to D, Fate. “They both exist as voids with seff
flowing out of their capes,” he explains. “As with Red Tornado
and Cr. Fate, | would expect Dr. Midnight to be known only by
his fast name, which sums up his character.”

badied 2 living tornado,
mamfesuﬁnn m’d’mu: the sheH

For a full-blown, jam-packed article on Kingdom Come, including writer
Mark Waid's thoughts on the characters, come back next issue, And if
that ain't enough, these two words should do the trick: full color. W

Craig Shutt, who also exposed the world of Kane in this isie, & 0 kinda-powerful hera who tries
not to interfere in rotting matters.

D wizard:tGrC 457
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) warted to get as far away from comics in college as | could,”
Alex Ross told a group of slightly intimidated teenagers. Gm omb!t
hanging on his every word. “| wanted to learn other art styles. ory
Bt when | got out of school, | realized how much | loved comics.”

The walls of the small, quaint Four Coelar Images gallery in New auows me:
fork City vouched for Ross' words. Hanging on the walls were many bril-
liantly detailed 18.5-by-12-inch Kingdom Come paintings by Ross, being sold m to put
for prices ranging from $500 to $5,000.
Groups of fans packed the tiny non-air-conditioned gallery in early ms m

September, making it a veritable hotbox. But Ross didn't seem to mind
the heat as he stood there, sipping a cold soft drink. After all, this was on usplay
his day in the sun,
Four Celor Images hosted the Kingdom Come showing, kicking off a
month-long exhibit. |t began with an artist's reception Sept. 5, followed
by an artist signing Sept. 7. Riding the wave of the tremendously popu-
lar four-lssue mini-serfes, Rass’ artwork sold ar an incredibly brisk pace.
Within |0 days of the gallery opening. only 70 or so pieces remained
unpurchased from the approximately 140 pieces on sale.

Ross’ collaborator on the project—writer Mark VWaid—also attended
the gallery opening. There he sat with project editor Dan Raspler, wip-
ing his brow and laughing as Raspler recalled the intense creative pro-
cess, “If you think that Alex is intense,” Raspler said, "working with Mark

doubled that intensity.”
While fans and comic creators participated in the social armosphere
of the gallery, it did not overshadow the general fixation on the art-
work: Murmurs were heard throughout the gallery about the detail, the
realistic nature and the time placed into each painting. One man remained
completely transfixed, staring at page 35 of Kingdom Come #4 for 20
minutes, examining every face in the United Mations crowd while a sin-
gle drop of sweat ran down his face, The sweat droplet didn't affect him
as it dripped off his chin, hitting the floor. It was a night of amazing sights.
Some members of the crowd were stunned by the price mgs on the
paintings, but most didn’t seem to netice. Four Color Images was sell-
ing the arpwork for fees of $500 for an interior page to $5.000 for the
two-piece T-shirt design painting. Ross noted one page wasn't for sale—
a scene in.issue #1 in which the Spectre tells: Morman McCay of the
three main heroes. On that page (| 8), Ross recreates the very first cover
appearances of Superman, Barman and Wonder Woman, “That piece has
significance with comic history,” said Ross.
And so, It appears, does Ross’ work, M Matthew Senreich =~ W
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Wizard casts the Kingtom Come movie!

With a tense story and realistic
art style, it makes perfect sense to
do a movie based on Kingdom Come.
Since Alex Ross painted these
heroes to look like regular folks, it'd
be a cinch to cast. So we did.

First of all, we'd have a big
budget and we'd get those ILM

special effects gurus to create the

Flash's speed effects and the
monstrous Hawkman. As far the
rest of the casting...well,
whaddaya think!

Robert Urich (“Lazarus Man") is
beefy enough to play the aging
Man of Steel. Slick his hair back

and you've got Clark Kent.

=R

Al phoser Franwt cliecion, Leie st ot
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WONDER WONMAN
Lynda Carter, who played the
hercine in the 1970s TV show,

is still hot as hell and can easily
pick up the golden lasso of our
favorite Amazon. Heck, she's

got a lotra practice.

Ty B Y
TIVLAN

Gregory Peck ("Other People's |
Money”) looks like he was actually |
the base model for the much-older |

Bruce VWayne. !

Besides looking just |
like Arthur, Richard
Harris (“The Field") |
has the regal look to |
him that befits the

|
king of the seven seas.

CAFPTAIN MARVE
Ken Wahl ("Wiseguy™) has the
slicked hair, the narrow eyes and

the chiseled face of the World's
Mightiest Mortal. Plus, he looks
diabolical enough to do Cap proud. |

GREEN
I:fi?q .':. Er R H

Robert Conrad (*Wild
Wild West") still looks
likke he can fight evil with
the best of 'em. Give him
a power ring and the guy's
unstoppable.

| october 1996  ED



P OLIVER QUEEN
| Sean Connery ("The Rock”)

'i can pull off being the gruff

] bowman-the type of
character he seems right for.
0 All he has to do is hide that

V'
POWER GIRL
Playboy medel Anna Nicole Smith
has the, um, build for this
brickhouse of a heroine. Of

course, she'll apparently have to

accent of his.

lose some weight for the role...

| MAGOG
As the hero-gone-
overboard, Richard Burgi
{*The Sentinel") has that
; edge in his eyes that
— o makes him look like he
THE SPECTRE e S PN, could ace the Joker in a
A pro at being a cryptic - : K g heartbeat.
character, Leonard Nimoy
(“Star Trek™) can work
similar magic as the guy who
enacts the wrath of God.

LEXLUTHOR
Geez, this rendition of
Lex screams hardass. And

REVEREND
NORMAN MCCAY
Christopher Plummer (“Star Trek 38
VI") can give that “Holee bejeezus,

if there's one thing
Lawrence Tierney
{"Reservoir Dogs") has
proven, he can be one.
And hey, he's bald, which
is-always a plus. W

I'm talking to the Spectre” look
like few others. Plus, he's a good
actor and can pull off being the

narrator of this story.
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_ SUPERENEMIES Mae) thoriéplyged of supscfolk
%Ip[ﬁfp up in |Hﬁ'ﬁ by Irl"._ﬁﬂ',;?ﬁ'lnn!i'l- haroes

Mark Waid and
8 Alex Ross end the DC world
¥ as we know it in Kingdom (ome

By (raig Shutt



ALEX ROSS LOVES TO PAINT SUPER-
HEROES. And there's no doubt that his lat-
est project Kingdom Come is about superheroes.
“Kingdom Come requires a futura filled with
superheroes,” Ross explains. "By the time this
story takes place, they've become a significant
proportion of the population.”

Written by Mark Wald, the four-issue King-
dom Come mini-series depicts his and Ross’
vision of the DC Universe some 20 years in the
future. And that future begins in May.

To achieve the look of their future world,
Ross redesigned "just about everybody who
has had any nominal importance in DC's his-
tory,” he says. He aged some of them, passed
on redesigned costumes to new candidates, and
sprinkled in a hefty share of sons and daugh-
ters. He also created a totally new generation
of young, upcoming heroes.

That superheroic overabundance, however,
doesn't mean readers will need a scorecard to
keep track of everyone, stresses Vvaid. *We
don’t want to disappoint anyone, but when
you've got 900 superherces walking around,
you can't give them all speaking parts, or it
becomes a cacophony,” he says. “We swore
we'd make this book as reader-friendly as pos-
sible, so people who have no familiarity with
most of these characters would love it too. Fyou
know the characters, it's a bonus tw try to fig-
ure out their back story and where they've been,
But if you don't know them, you won't be lost”

Raoss agrees. "We're focusing on a small
main cast and afew supporting characters. The
readers will have ta come up with their own
guesses for why | thought most of these guys got
ta where they are. I'm hoping this is palatable
to kids and adults bath. e may be too intellec-
tual for small kids, but they'll be able to follow
itand get out of it whatever they want, and
parents won't have to hide it from them.”

THE KEY EVENT preceding the story in
these four 48-page books came when Super-
man retired. "Some years earlier, Superman
threw up his hands and said, ‘I'm done,’ " Waid
explains. “¥When he does that, the others ask
themselves what hope there is for them to
accomplish anything. Superman starts a giant
chain reaction that leads to some of the older
heroes retiring, others deciding to lock out for
themselves and a few continuing to fight the
good fight"

Into that vacuum came a new group of
younger, harsher herces. “They're the type
who have no regard for the people they're
protecting,” Waid explains. “They throw
buses at each other and don't think about
the consequences.”

Kingdom Come opens with the Spectre,
God's angel of judgment, receiving a vision of a
coming apocalypse. That ultimately will resule in
a war among and between the heroes. “The
actual war Is tha climax to the book," Waid
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says. “The main story deals with how events build to that.” To help the Spec-
tre understand these developments, he co-opts a minister, Norman McCay,
to interpret them in human terms. The story ks seen through McCay's eyes,
as he tries to make sense of the vast throng of
superheroes preparing for what is to come.

“This is mostly Superman's story,” Yaid says.
“His faral flaw is that he doesn't realize how
important he s [to the world and to the other
heroes]. It's a necessary flaw, because if he knew,
he'd have a swelled head. YWhat makes him Super-
man is his innocence, his belief that he's just a
farm boy from Kansas."

Though Waid and Ross are keeping it a
secret as to why Superman returns from retire-
mient, he nonetheless reappears by gathering an
army of older superherces. “He's not really good
at it Waid states, "He's not really a world leader
and doesn’t think in that scope. He's not stupid,
but he becomes frustrated because there's noth-
ing to punch. Superman Is a smart man, he's not
a clever man.”

But Batman is. And he didn't retire. “Batman
starts to marshal his own forces; for his own pur-
poses,” Waid refares. "That ultimately will put
him at odds with Superman.”

Ross sees a basic distinction between the
two DC icons. “Batman, to me, is about five years
older than Superman,” he says. "He has a
fathar(son role with Rabin and should give off 2
sanse af being older and wiser. He's the smartest
superhero, the essence of thinking. Superman is pow-
erful, but the ‘super’ applies to every aspect of his life.
He's always trying 1o do the right thing, not just phys-
ically. He's the best, the kindest, the most giving, and
he's trying to be the smartest. But it's not the kind
of smart that Batman is. | wanted to play off that dis-
tinction between being noble and smart and being
clever.” Ross laughs. “But not even Batman is clever
enough to see the end of this story coming.”

The ather key figure in the book is DC’s third
icon, YWonder Woman, "Wonder Waoman was the
toughest nut for me to crack,” admits Waid. “Not
only wasn't | as big a fan of hers as | was of Super-
man and Batman as a kid, but | just couldn't under-
stand her. She preaches love and peace, but she goes
around punching people. As [Kingdom Come editor]
Dan Raspler says, she isn't from Paradise Islind, she's
from Paradox lsland.”

Ultimately, though, he finally understood the
Amazon's outlook and motivations. “Once | got to
the scene where | did get the handle on her—and |
won't say where that is—it all came together, VWon-
der Woman |5 one of the most complex characters
in the bool, with her awn distinct story to tell.”

WAID BEGAN telling these stories in April 1594,
when Raspler faxed him seven single-spaced pages
from Raoss' original story proposal. Coming off of
Marvels, Ross’ acclaimed four-part series with writer
Kurt Busiek that examined the Marvel Universe's
early days, Ross mapped out some thoughts on where
the DC Universe ultimately might wind up.

These notes—about 40 pages in all—representad
only a framework onto which a deeper story was
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constructed. “There was a beginning point and an end point, but it wasn'c
a story,” YWaid says. “Alex had a general idea and a lot of cool scenes he
wanited to paint. We've kept pretty closely to what he set down, but we've
added a lot to the middle.”

Ross agrees. “| had point A and point Z, but points B through Y were
up for grabs,” he says. “That was fine, because | didn't want Mark to just
script my ideas, That would have been a hollow experience, From our first
meeting, | could see | was in good hands, Mark brought a depth to the
story by adding subplots and fleshing out how things progressed, | created
2 lot of great moments, but he made it all work."

Ross then laughs. “But he'll vall you he got a wal-
loping amount of input from me, more than | could
have hoped for. I'm sure it's more than he's ever got-
ten on a project and a lot more than he wanted,”

Waid doesn't deny it Early on, he traveled to
Ross' Chicago studio, where they spent a weekend
hashing out details. It took more to make this work
than just swapping the heroes back and forth between
Superman and Batman's teams, he notes. *Alex knew
Superman retired and then returned, but he didn't
know why," VWaid s2ys. “We had to answer that first,
because | found it almest impossible to balieve Super-
mian would ever retire. YWe bounced it back and forth
over and over and over, and we stll are to this day.”

Indeed, in mid-February, Waid stll had the final
six pages of the series to script, and Ross estimated
he was about three months from finishing his paint-
ings. Meither is rushing it. *1 have it ali in my head,
but the ending’s not on paper yet,” admits Waid,
"Giving a goed sense of closure to a | B0-page story
is something | want to really take my time with so |
do It right.” Ross was using that lag time to perfect
his hero-laden covers and paint portions: of the saga-
ending war, he says. “Painting fight scenes with hun-
dreds of characters takes a lot more time than a
normal page.”

CHARACTER DESIGNS generated no con-
flicts, Ross notes, because Wald left that up to his
co-creatar. “Mark mostdy worked with what | cre-
ated, but we both generally agreed on how most of
the characters worked.” In a few cses, such as Green
Arrow and the Black Canary, Waid played up their
roles because their sketches were so coal. “Captain
Comet is another one who I've always loved,” Waid
adds. "And | loved Alex’s rendition of him."”

They both agree that their favorite character was
Superman, but each has his own prefarred support-
ing player. For Waid, Deadman wins the nod, as the
writer reverted him to the wise-cracking guy he'd
been up dil the 1980s. “Deadman has a very small
but impartant role, and he was the most fun,” he
says. | didn't realize that | love Deadman as much as
| der untll | wrote this, He comes along at just the
right point in the story, YWhen | was writing him, |
found out something new about him, and he has one
of my favorite lines.”

Ross has a soft spot for Nightstar, the daughter
of Mightwing and Starfire. Mot only did he create a
heroine who could exist in current continuity, but
he based her on a design he originated when he was
I | years old. “Her look flowed out of those memo-
ries, and it made sense to usa them here,” he explains,
"She has roots in my own personal history.” He was
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yre than its fair share

SUPERFRIENDS The

of e

are heroit than others

reluctant to give her to the DC Unjverse, he admits, “but | came to terms
with the fact that most of the stuff | ereated when | was a kid was really
derivative. | realized that | could use this without leaving a personal pisce
of me behind.”

Although most of the heroes” roles fell into place gasily, a few caused
disagreements. The primary snag centered on |'ann ['onzz, the Martian
Manhunter. “| thought he screwed up the balance of power, but Mark
really wanted to use him," explains Ross. "l had to fight tooth and nail to
somehow remave him from the action, He had no antecedent in the jus-
tice Society of America, nor was he In [the animated TV show] “Super
Friends,” which the entire world knows. 5o to me, he really isn't in the upper
echelon of heroes.”

Counters VWaid, “Alex [s too young to understand that ['onn is a sem-
inal hera in the DC Universe,” he argues, “Alex grew up in the |980s, for
God's sake. We fought like cats and dogs over ['onn’s role.” Ultimately,
they agree, they found the perfect spot for the Manhunter. “It's a small
role, but it's a key one,” Waid says. Adds Ross, “His cameo offers a very
fnteresting take, presenting a perspective that | really fike.”

Anather clash erupred over how to treat the supervillaing. "Mark
insisted that we couldn't skip over these classic villains and say they're all
dead,” he says. "He came up with a greac way to fit them in." Adds Waid,
“My favorite part of the whole book was dealing with the supervilkains.
Luthor Is one of my favorites because of his sense of humor.”

The villains’ roles, explains Ross, evolve from the notdon that “the new
heroes have become more aggressive vigilances who kill, while the good
heroes have become less good. It's harder to tell who's whe.” That results
in the villains erganizing for their own purposes. They create the Mankind
Liberation Front, with agendas that go beyvond supervillaing, “Thelr view is
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that everybody has his own perspective, and nobody s
woally wrong.”

THE ROLES OF GOOD AND EVIL and the
notion of who truly serves humanity stand at the center
of the book, the creators say. The god-like nature of
several of the older heroes, including Spectre, the older
Flash, the older Hawkman, Fate, Dr. Mid-Nite Il and the
Red Tornado, emphasizes that “The older heroes have
divorced themselves from humanity in many ways,”
explains YWaid, “They have to examine their roles and
their place in society.”

Ress has said chat white Manek in some ways reflected
the wonder that readers felt as a superhero universe
grew before their eyes, Kingdom Come offers a scerario
for how a superhero universe winds up. He dossn't deny
that he wanted to use the book to expiore some of his
thoughts on where the comics industry stands today,

“The current state of comics seems o me o be gangs
fighting gangs,” he says. “DC, Marvel and Image all have
people fighting without much reason w be doing it DC
versus Marvel is a perfect example of that In Kingdom
Come, we're pointng out in a way what would happen if
this continued in a world of real, living superheroes.”

Adds Waid, "We started this with one joke: "What
if the Image Universe invaded the DC Universe!” But
that was simply a starting paint, and a short-hard way of
saying it Icapplies to almost any superhero created after
about 971 | think the older DC heroes were more
concerned with ordinary people. The new breed makes
things fnto a big World Wrrestling Federation match
between superheroes; and they don't seem to care who's
in the middle.”

As for his next superhero book, Ross has some ideas.
“| still have lots of projects I'd like to do with DC, and
cerminly there are some | could imagine doing with Mar-
vel after things settle down,” he says. “There's no end to the ideas | have
for stuff, both independent or part of the superhero genre. They may be
single-character focuses, though, because I'm not sure | have anather mult-
character extravaganza in me."

Waid can understand that "If It had been up to me, this story would
have been Superman, Batman and Wonder Woman, and nobody else.” he
laughs. “They were the most complex and the most fun to write.” That's
not the version we'll be seeing, of course. Because Alex Ross loves to
paint superheroes w

Craig Shutt, who reported on the Amalgam Universe in issue #56, would really
like to se2 another Alex Ross-painted superhero project
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EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT

KINGDOM COME
BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK

BY CRAIG KOSTELECKY

IT'S THOSE LITTLE THINGS THAT MAKE IT FUN.

Sure, Kingdom Come has a neat premise—old guard superheroes versus the newer, more vio-
lent heroes. Yeabh, it has a fantastic writer in Mark Waid and a fabulous painter in Alex Ross. But
a great deal of the appeal of Kingdom Come is the amount of detail put into it, both visually and
conceptually. It's a hoot when you see Fat Albert and the Cosby Kids in the background of a panel.
It's cool when you find out what the eagle and bat on the first page of #1 really symbolize.

So we went to the source—Waid and Ross—to dig up as much info as we could on the less
obvious stuff in the four-issue experience. And here's hoping your next reading of Kingdom Come
can be even more enjoyable than the first!




WHO ARE THESE GUYS?

First things first. Since it was never explained in the series, let's go over who all these
people are. (Our thanks go out to Skybox for helping us out on this one. Plug: Go out and
buy the chock-full-o'-stuff Kingdom Come Extra trading card set. You'll be glad you did.)

GO TO PAGE 88 FOR THE ANSWERS.




WHO ARE THESE GUYS? LETSEETIT[]N

1. Blue Devil W fao lnger s fuman this ingigo deman harkens fom the nethervorid] 2, Shiva the Destroyer
ffour-ormed defender f ndia bosed oy the findy go] 3, Mudomaster N [female inherior of the pantz/4., Butidha
femo-sized scourge of Ching) 5. Wom Baeh [Tugosimvisn woulc:be dictator| 6. NuG (ol nucieor powerad
feral 1. Mir. Tervific W [over-equipped tpdate of the ol version, with fe tnderstaning of b predecessar's matto of
Tairpley /8. TUSK Jelephont-shoped mor-o-wo| 9. NIQRESEAN [doughier of the lote Starfive ond the fvmer Mighnwing!
10. Demon Damsel fusud-be egion of Super-Herves member] 11, Pimwieel (biode-lnden feother-clad mos-
torofpoin/ 12, Cathedral fiaf rerror of the undensors] 13, S1ArS fhip-hop movderm Sir-Spongled i with cosaic
rocf o bt note the fg on i shirt s psice-down i fzsue #1 poge 1314, MBNONBUT [cirssical freek myth ammed for
the frure/ 15. Biack Mongul Mongolan sodow of death/ 16. Kabuki Kommando (e furh Korld's
Jyponesz chanpion/ 17, RamEress W fearior queen of the Afizan jimgie] 18, N-4-1=B o sentien amory with an
appetitz fordestruction] 19, TVAX. [after Motz "a morphing bismechanism] 20, Captalm AROm (humon nucear reac-
torand symbal of the atomic agz] 21, MBOO (Sperman's suecessar os Netrapalis' %1 superfuunan/ 22. The Spec- " 1 b <

8 [ife wndering spirt of Gad's vengeance] 23, Tokwo R0S€ Lianese marinlaris assossin| 2. SUTDES (odem Sripesy anmed o the festh] 25, hhl': Daughter Mdmmﬁﬂhr&muhwmﬁﬂefza EBE ﬂmm
seif-munloted mar mochine of destriction/ 27. PhOSbUS (Firestm’s successaras forth'sfire elamentn]) 28. Lightning [dgtter of lock lighvring! 29, TR fanew oty Thunder with the mischisous spintof Thundechod) 30, Swastika
Umeican milfianan ond anarchist 31, Germ-Man [naster of hivbgical warfore who spews poison gos/ 32 Stealth W oaked ane-woman wer machine/ 33, Catwoman I [amoved meto-human successor to Seio dyle]

1. Original Red Tornado [amored with more than o pot for o felmet] 2, HOWKMIBN [ondining the spint of the ol with the other-worldly flesh of the new] 3, Loty Marved former Mory Narvel coretater of the power of Shazon] 4. King
Marvel (fomeriy Coptain Norve! . coretaker of the power of Sharom] 5, Alie@a SIrange [l human holl-afen dnughter of dow Strange and dorna Stronge) 6. Human Bomb (il the sawe comustible hero of o] 7. Micknighl [z soiit man-
esting itself s o fing smoke clouall 8. WINE (s0n of ooy ondf King arve!, o notural infevitar of the pawer of Shazm/ 9. Gapitain GomeR ffomer( £510N memberand the fist superhier of the Siker dpe] 10. Bulletman faderm steek coated
huwon bulle/ 11. Brainkac's Dawghter ke fiig conputer’ humon prgeny. and ancestorof frainioc 5/ 12, BualleAird [noden sreek-conted fuman bule/ 13. Robotman B Jicir tone fomers (yborg now an organism made of i metaf
14. Starman VW [fomer Staboy. from the J0th Centory] 15, Golden Buardian /second body cioned from the origingl alden Age shiskd-beorer: the Guordion] 16. POWSMAR fnbor mision of Syparmon) 17, Howrman W (euren inheri-
mmemmmwuwmmmmmﬁs Sandman W omery Sondy wm&y whonow dossn'tage] 19, Besl TOraw0 1 fie-hoved wind-nenjulting suecesssr o the e/ 20 Lving Doll (dough-
ter o foll Mo and Dol i) 271, TOAED frformed spirt of the Tomado Champion] 22, ANi@ (B fordl and Mister
Wirocke's doughter] 23, AURRIS: fegendoy demigod fgure/ 2. AOm-Smasher formeny Nk godsan of the anig-
inaldtom/ 25, Doana Troy fomery Kander i Troio and Bankstar, now ar mozonin champi! 26, The Ray
{sam of the original and Lo of Lighi/ 27. \Womtes WOmaN |former dnazonion princess od now Superman s second-
fi-commond| 28. Red Rotin fomery Kghnwing Bick Srayson. dhe arigina! Aobin s falowing in bt mestor s otstegs
agoin/ 29. Norman McBay [z preacher and the Spectre’s human ancho/ 30. Redl Arrow [fomerl Speech
andt e Arsenal now following mave closely the methogs of his mentay, Groen drowf 31. SUPErMAN [kt leader
of the Justive League, now showsing s offen natwe more ond move] 32 Ammaman W formery dguniod now inberitor of
Hhis mentor s montle] 33. Power Woman [famer) fower il ond stilla myor supeshunen wrecking moching] 34
The Feash Ml fenonating from the Spead Fisid Wally Wist fighes enime 24 hours avery doy ot cuper-speed] 35, Green
b Lamterm | fmerging hs dontem into s armar, Alon Scott 7 the most powerta champion of that name/

1. A Bat-Knight fone of famon's mbot sentivels/ 2. SY8@H fhas switched s deotion from Sypermon to Sotmare and s accented with s bar-shoped borte 0/ 3. Memagerie [forwmerly Changefing,and now only abie to create the shapes o imaginary
beasts/ 4. Deathman il dead md ofter o ang tine o refection oving i/ 5. Humiress W fyorior queen of the Afvican jungle] 6. GoSSACK hampion of fussia from the Satmen of many nations| 1, We@ focherwartdy bat-hovnd o fptwaman's
steed B BAIWOMEN Botman o frm the fourth Ko 9., WM JORES fome Hartian Manbuntes, now has psyeolgicalprobiers] 10, MYSYSIYIRAR fore of Satmon s falow crimefighrers] 11, Zaitawa W feon of the ore Jotomng and grond-
sanof the oviginal Jotore) 12.. Sammural (chanpion of Jopan from the Botmen of mary notions/ 13, DIr@@O {chanpion of (hing from the Botmen of many nations 14, A Bat-Kndghi {aother of fatman s rabor ssntinels/ 15. Breeper faging weichad
screwbollspeshers] 16. Nucwloid (bl nucleor-powsred hera] 17, Willheat I o mar-aomther with the arginals soi] 18. lﬂm;ﬂm:fgmmmmi 19. Gomtdor [cuent inhesitor of the Rock Candor mantief 20. Nightt-
star ol humar haffien dougherof Storfe o Nightwing/ 21, ONRSHIIEIN foow of o Scott the ovigina! Green Lantam;
and fviequin] 22. M. Seariet {hhe-cofor ruiser with ripht red skinf 23, Rl DY (fameny the fongoted
Mo now st strecched ot/ 20, Spy Smasher findzpendent aperative inthe post-Cold Kor wovid] 25, Phamtom
Lady B foiteraf phontom of the originol] 26. Tukay (seofaring malcontent ond dughter of dguaman £ 27, Blue
Bestie s high-tech suitof omar incarparates the ariginal scarat s powes 28. Redl Hooul (daupter offed drow and
the mercennry (leshie] 28. BAKSIAR [son of fanns Troy and is the ifevitor of her Borkstor role] 30. Fiash I
(Wl Kest's dougiter] 31, Fark@ (ihe Hefner of Nab: o afisman that no fonger needs o humon host] 32. Iadle (oougt-
fer ofreen Lanter  and Aarlequin and a fving bortesy o the Lontem’s power] 33, BARMAR (5 master strtegist and stil
the worlds greatost detectie) 3. Captaln Marvel funde the contof Lzr [uthar, the Kovtd's Mifhtiest Kortalquichly
becomes the warid's mighiest siisin] 35, DI QWBEM fomerfy reen drow: fow marmiad to finah Lance Blnck fonry
1/ 36, Biack Canary B [dxygherof fiver and (inoh fueen] 37. Dinah Queen [omery Aot Lonory ]

KINGDOM COME #1

(NOTE TO READER: e counting the il page os poge ane.

«and everyissue’s first page with ort wil be poge three)

Page 3 (at right)

The quotes onthe fistféw poges of tis [and every)issue are token fiom
Meluuum.trw partof the Biblethmudts ubout the end of the world
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Page 8 [below]
I the sk cousle panels fthis page s the cover o The Doy Planet
The picture on the cover shaws the UM bisdding which wos designed ofter the Holl of Justice from

9 [t left)
;F:!llmm

bthe firt panel, HcCoy welks by Gamoged yellow ca whose owe looks suspiciously v Non.ane
iﬂ!ﬂi!;e Kryptonion Phontoss fone villins frem the movie “Superman 2

pane

WeLoy woiks by o raff spcttered wall with the words "Wha Watches the Watchmen” of course. in
rederence 1o Motchmen the occloimed 198587 mini-series from OC

panel 3

The stotue of Lody ustiee has croshed into the ntigue shop “Taight's Past” awned by Jock Knight
storof DC's curment Starmonsevies. Also: o poster of uhemative celondic performer, Bk, is on awoll
mmzm&unm&ﬁmmmmwu'M‘

A ey centinues his watk he passes o window
with severol items on dispicy, incuding three books.
These books ore Aemate fposby Jobn Low, fafing
the Maskby Jessie Chambersand G the oo
by ol Hason. iner the o was o outbiog-
rophry of the eriginal fite: Oal. taken from the Kotch-
men mini-sesies: The other two are curigusly
inoceusrate el oy inaccurote os you con get inon
“Thewotds i e e oo (onelBeind
the Hask wos ociuolly wmitten by Jongthan [ow 5
ke the M-Stor Squodran's Twrontulclos seenin
the falden Agemini-series, while Aftemate fgasis
octually Alered Cos taken from Al Stor Squodion

Page 10 [ot right)

HeCaoy decides to patronize hishacal
Plamset Krypton restourant. 0f course,
this is in reference to Superman's
home planet. I lso pokes fun ofthe |,
restourant chain of Planet Holly-
wood—and just fike Plonet Holly-
woud glomorizes the movie-moking
induzstry, Plonst lrygion chenpens the
image of superbesoes. Above the ¢
entronce to Planet Krypionis Honno: RSN
Borbero-esque contoon moges of Bt ¢
man, Green Lomtern, Plastic Han.
Wonder Woman, Flosh, Lobo ond
Hasvin of “Siaper friends” fome.

Page 11 [for right]

Inide Ploret Krypton are superharo memorobilio ond employees dressed like suparheroes. Among the
memorahilia is Green Arraw's bew and being glave arrows, Botman's botorang replicas of the Gotden dge
Batplane ond the shéathat brought the infont Kal-El to eceth. Do the big sereen is DI kiddie charocters. Sugor
ond Spike. I disphay i the Botman costume from the 1960s Boemon” IV series, just a5 it s on disploy ot
Planet Hollywood in Chicoga. M the front counter is on oging Beatriz DoCosta. nkua: Fire, osking to seafel-
Iew ex-JLker and manoger of Planet Krypton, Booster beld.

¥
Lo
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Page 12, panel 2 (left)

| A sign o the side of o buikding has
the name Siegel in reference tathe
[ate Superman co-creatar Jerry
Siegel [The series wos oleo dedi
| coted to Siegel along with his Super-
mon co-comspiratot Joe Shuster)

Poge 16 [u‘l:uve] hmmhlﬁgnmﬂhibemm
w?ﬂlfﬂuﬂﬂﬂ'w#mm&m‘hﬁﬂﬂhm
onthe.caver 1o ther“Jbbef Rood” cium.

Pages 20-21 [at left)

bevisually imesesting

The: naked cod oloaf Spectre is *_cut of toch with the man he once was.” Woid says. He soys the Specire
needs MeCay to witness the upcoming opocohypse ond The Spectre is there ta pass judgment. ot 1a stop
the destruction. The Spectre is very much bod's terrible swift sword " One con see this aspect in his eyes
Ifyou look chosey. you will se2 o tiny skull. ou ! see that skull often in Spec s eyes if you ook closz enough)

The stained glass window the Spectre walks through depicts the Agony in the Borden, where Jesus
said. “Not sy will but your will be done.” This ties inta the series tagfine. “Whose will be done™ Iranically,
Rass smys this wos coincidentol, since his moded was o window in his dod s church which just happened 1o

T NSEVEN | Poge 2, panel 1 (ekow) Moot hsicsBonvkon ke nowetened dighesed Prsie Besdes Hopoa e Page 29, panel 2 [abave) Hogog s o
TLNCERS WL ondganoted Netal Neninthe e of Moy, the Banoion incles counterclockwise from lf} Nigshode Peocemales,Peter Cannan  up close. We designed him 1o represent everything we
R THEIR YOI MﬁmmmmdmummmmmmmmmemM' distike about modem ant-heroes—all hose kil-fst

m wizard:TGTC #65

1ol loter types.” loss says in the cand set
Bt he wound up looking so cool and pos-
sessing such depth thot we ended up fik-
ing him anyway.” Note that Negog's
appearance is similor to Horvel s Cable:
white o, metedfic am ond spogue, scomed

hccerding 10 Waid. the nome “Hogog
comes from the Bible's Boak of Revelations.
whese Hagag ond og are emissaries of
Saton on Eorth Asks Ross, shy, Bt is there
0 chosncter pamed Gog. 7




Page 33 (far left]
hmm&qmtupmmheﬂmhhﬂmbﬁﬁrﬁsthﬁmh
| meided key elemests of l tree Flashes into this ane The winged helmet i token
s the Golden e Flosh,whis th red “ourc i tkenfom the Sive Age Fiosh Ths
Flash o incorparates the energy pulsating cround his body ke the current Flash.
Waid soys this Flosh hos become even more comnected 1a the Speed Force [the energy
fieldfrom which flash deives his super-sped] and heis constantly movingtoid s
ity of crime ot ol times. b's no wander that Ross coined him & Hercury, the Roman
yod af speed inhis origng ketch o the Flosh

Page 34 [left)
The new Hewkmon i 0 nod o the Bolden Age Howkman Esseeially, he i the spiit of
the Gelden Age Howkno i thebodyofthe new Hawkmon,which s merged withthe
1 mystical howk nature. ke the arigingl Howkmon (ke archoeclogist Cater fall,
SEE E-I- lﬂ[" -I-Y k- there ove seveselEgyption motfs obout him.infact Ross colled him Howkgod”inhis
H TI uriginol chosocter sketch) owsver, this Howhaan hos forsaten his crimefighting o
& Hiffed that you didn't know Wally Kest wos The Flash or . take on enwironmental couses. Rass wonted 1o do o diferent toke on some of these
. that Green Lontem was Alan Scott? There wos o method - [E= fiolden Age charocters ond fet the bestway to'be *more drometicolly diferent is by
' behind the modness, notes artist Alex Ross. Ambiguity M o hi - actually going bock the furthest you con go with that charocte” He wonted ta be
wos intentional, he says. os ke ond writer Hark Woid “inspired by whot the:initiof inspiration oz
wonted readers to fill in the blonks themselves, vl W you noticed, Howkman had na fines in Miagstem Come Waid says this was becouss he had no mouth”
Weid is more blunt: *Kingdom Come is o story chout Wi Poge 35I[|Efl]

generaks, not infontry. | don't know the names of every e ™ e
person Moses led ocrass the Aed Sea, but it doesn’t sl B gty wosed 1 oo e ke Lo of g g T OMEAO, T o

mean | don't enjoy his story.” P visuol rensors. Thés ol Esneither Ryle Aoymer nos Hol Jordon Rorss cherse Non Scott 1o wear the powerming
BN becouse he's o real Golden Age bufi. Driginalfy. this wos geing to be Hal Jordon” Ross says. but because
of Hal's "serewy continuity, [we] ovoided it forth best” Hnweves, hetried to give reoders " sense of Hol
Jordan's characte in thet Breen Lantern, 32 that he wos oimost on oll-encompassing Green Lantem”
bresa Lantem s arbting emerad sotefiee & colled Mew Da inveference o the home plnet of the Guarions.
the source of allGraen Lanezm power sings. Aso. the saucer port of Hew Do is modeled oftes the ship used
o ey b covers by Blectric gl Grchestrn (This perticutor view come of the £10 fbum Dt of he Bie]
Another intevesting mspect of fhis Bl T the fact that his power battery s pont of his omde

Page 37-39 (above and right]
Hey, hey, heyl—those teens gin't no ordingry criminats! That's Fot Mbert and the Cosby Kids
aing o 0 crime spvee in the i city of Gothom [Yknow, those Kids should Imow berter

Fot Mbert omd his posse are comered by the Bat-Knights. In the first pemel of poge 39, 0 young
ord frighitened Bl Cosby gets busted Thes robat sentinls of Gethom ora controfied by Beuce Wame.
The Bt Krights resemble the Godden Age Bamabile f they had Tronsformer capabilities

Page 42, panel 2 [sbove]

The text in the captions and wotd balooes ore throw-backs ta the opening credits of
thee 19505 “hcventures of Superman’ IV show
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Page 46 [at left)
Supermon returns. This s one of my fovorite moments in the sees.” Woid saysin the cord set. “Ind it was olsa the moment | realized
it wis truly o Superman story.”

Supermon's costuse hos been altered in homoge to the Hox Fletsher cortocns of the 1940 Not only hos the yellowin the S sym-
bl hos changed 1o black fas haos bis beh, but the S itsel & more angular ond rigid, Alsa. there no longer o yellow 5" on his cape.os
ﬂhmhw[mﬁeh&ﬂr&dmhmlmmmm mm&hmmmhhﬂmm
Wmsmmdﬁh ;

This full-pogee panel represents Super-
mon’s etochment from his humaniy, since
#] heis in essence. "looking down” upon

| those he just sored

Page 47, panel 1 (at right)

1 ks Norman NeCoy looks up ot the second
coming of Supeman he is surrounded by
DL stofers ond Bk, wha mokes rcther [0
oppeonce in the crowd

panel 2 [far right}

Anather visian comes to NcCay. While the crowd cheers Supemon's rerum, MeCoy
sees i1 a3 o sure sign thot the opocalypse will be coming. Noid says he wos
impressed with the emeunt of things people cought in the serles, but was olso
surprised that a number of fons didn't undesstand that the coming of Superman
was inot 0 good thing—buet o harbinges of the eacoming opocalypse:

Page 9 (ot left] Rendering the mestol-powered Brain Trust wnconscious
is Red Robin juo Dick Groysan]. Red Robin's costume is on omalgamation of Bot -
Al man's costume fromthe recer files ond his original Robin costuse rayson hod
L | retived ofter the deoth of Stovfire. but returmed ot the behest of Superman Mou oter
Wbl e that Supes hod hoped to use Red Robin's support os o bargaining chip to get
Batman to join his Justice League )

Page 11 (below) The Jstics League, hoving detected the Pseudopairiots.
hieads 1 the lInited Kations to moke on onnouncesent. Once ogain the UK build-
ing has taken the form of the Hall of Justice from the Saper Friends” cartoon.

Page 13, panel 1 [obove) Page 15, panel 3 [at right}
Heening bis woy theough the media circus isPhil Sheldorthe  Nate thet the hands on Wayne Nonar's grandiather dack are
rotagons o Hurt Busiek ond s popur Morvelsmin- mintes befoe “the leventh oot oluing to the antic
seties fom 1983 pated ina conrunkgtion nissue ¥4
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Page 16, panel 1 (1eft] Thisisthe readers st
gimpst of Bruce Woyne wearing o:sor of exosketzzon which
came s the result of arigorous Bestyle fighting crime. ke
Nex and | erwisioned i, ever! thoagh this quy bed one of
the most perfect bodies on Eorth. he putit through so much
s over the years that it just brokz down ond shattered

“Batmon's job, we derided” Waid soys nthe cord set
"would be ta keep the supervillins away from
Supermen—ond vice versa. They ore his problem
ond his alore”

Panel 3 [below] In the lower dght screen on -
man's consol is the foee of Bat-Hite, the imp thot bedey-

e
iy T | N

Foms might toke note that Wone's chest plate i simi-
barto that of Barth Yoder s from “Sior Wors”

e the Dork Rright during his s 1950 comics

PRRRLEIR M <ol BRIR A Y

Page 19, panel 2 [at right]

Botman's allies ore fommer JLAers Ted Kord {Bhue Beetle. Ginah ueen (Black Canary] and Diver Jueen [Green krow] Ml of whomare: 2
nor-powered ond share Boman's concern obout the profiferotion of methumans. Woid describes Kord's imparionce o5 being that
he s "o tinkerer” ond "o complete nerd” but fends technicol siupport 1o Botman and assisted Botman with the design of the robatic
Bot-Knight. Df ueer, Woid stotes, "He's the biter, cranky rectionory thot he ahways wos, bun be's the woice of conscience.” knd

fimally, Dinah (ueeen is there 1o put up with Diver [ueen.” he loughs
Panel 4 |
Botman ciso hos o teom of metohumans he wses for his crimefighting
octhities. o5 seen oo the T¥ screens, Most of these chornctess e the
offspring of many of the old guord heroes. Waid mokes an interesting
obsenvation: The ceiginad Teen Titans hong with Supzneon, while the
ics of the Titamns eve with Bomen, s 0 ‘penerotionad thing

des Ross. ‘It wos mose notural for the kids to be rebelinas. To [
tesnagers. ifs much cooler 1o hang with Botman thon Superman Bat-
mon s philosophy of octing freely wos much more gtiroctive 1o the
founger generction.”

Page 20, panel 2 [obave]

Fiess pays tribute to severo! comic covers of the hekden dge. Botmonis s=en swinging from rooftops with o crim-
inol locked under ane am os depicted in Setective Comics #27. Sioerman is shown hotsting @ cor s seen on
the cover of dction Lomics * L A horse-riding Wondes Woman i< Boss version of Koodler Kaman # 1

- .

Page 21, panel 2
The Justice League is shown fighting thase wha woeld become membess This inchided the
presiously mentioned Phoebus, Starman VI Broiniac’s Doughter ot one point knarwn o5 11C
—listed on o poster in 1. poge 12—in tibute to the band of th some nome, who recarded
sangs colled That's Really Super, Supergir” and “Broinioc's Doughter'] and Red Tomada
Starman Y is octully farmer Legion of Super-Hesoes member Storboy tromsplorted ta the post
Broininc's Doughter i not anly the doughter of Broiniac. but olsa the offspring of Supengir
(interestingly,in old B continuity, Brainioc $and Supergie hod a thing for soch ather). The
human fed Tomada [ is snid in be the successar to Red Tarnodo I, wha now simply goes by

the mome Tomoda.
january 1997




Boomerang. M three were among the Siver hge Fhﬂsﬁugﬁﬁdleq T the righ of thot
photo s an utogyrophed photo o the Fosh Rass has mentied the teee vilbins re the
proprietors of the bat. And while the eother Wizord ond Copioin Cald nun the bar. Coptain

Boomerung is more of an old fovored pation

Page 30, panel 1 [below]

At the table is the Gtim Bhost, o Bolden Age hero, ond an old ond drunken Norvin from 583
“Super Friends” mouthing off 1o the Man of teel (Morvin's hod afew 100 many 1B beers.in
rederence bo Hanng-Borbess]. Behind them ore the members of the Villaga People lnaking ke

Page 25 [t left)
I| The Spectre ond Hclay ohserve os Lex Luthor colls to order o mesting of the Hankind
|ibesotion Front. Besides Luther, it includes the immartol Vondal Sovoge. the King of
SpodesofheRoyoFash g Lodogo ke vl Bl s i o s

Foss says b of TuFmsch s Batmon's son from hés union with Taia. the dougher of
Ra's ol Ghal. " ol o Hasch” octually means “san of the bat” in Arabic. [Longtime read-
grs will recall the birth happening in the Betman: Son of the Memongraphic novel The
child hos yet 1o resurfoce in current contineity)

THE NIGHTCLUB SCENE IS FULL OF CAMEDS FROM THE DC UNIVERSE AND BEYOND.
Page 28 (ot left], panel 1 inolder ond overweight Lobo hes o drink with teommote” ¥ Do rom LEGI0X
fhe s drinking 0 beer]. o, seen ore Ukro the uk-Alien the matorcycie quy from the Wlage Peogle, tw members of
the Blockhieks. Sofaman Grundy os o bouncer, Shadow Lass in o costume originally wom by the I-Hen's Siom. Flying
ahove the crowd is Boss' creotion, llemon Jomsel
Panels 2-3 htube forlef fnses] is Brother Power wha is getting his finger broken by Atchmens Rarschach. The
jatke here. occosding 1o Ross, i that Beother Power doesn't hove any banes ta break.”

Rock stor Stevs Mille, in the some cheap Holloween mask thet he wears on the cover of his obum ‘The Joker” s

/ R for the Human Bomb's “pull my finger joke” (e Human Bomk s drinking { beer. in reference to Qualiy Comics, his orig-

inal comic company). Bebind thea, ogain is Ui the Multi-Uien and Zon of “Super Friends” o o woiter
The Spectre ond Heloy continge to witrsess the events of that lead them 1o the opacalypse. Bn the right of the panel
is onother of Rloss creation Fimwhseel, on old and balding Creeper and o fully skedetol Deodman

Page 29 (below), pane! L Kany ore shocked ot Suparman's pany-crashing Characters of note inchude fief
1o igh] the female Blackhwk, o shape:shiting Dslon [éke Chameleon of the Legion of Super-Heroes], Joha Steed
ond Emma Peet from the TV show "The dvengers.” and Mr. Scarlet. 0 Golden Age Fowcett comics hera wha Aoss describes
05 0 ‘working cigss hero” and o “pre-Sovnge Orogon.”

Page 31 [below), panel 2 fromlef. Cesor the Somnomby-

theyve been bianically enbanced since their lost tour. O the right is Yirman Yandabor ol the list fromn the German film, "The Cobinet of Or. Coigarl” o Betty Puge-Hie
woy from Apokalips. dom-Smosher, DeSood ond Gem-Hon

@ wizard:TGTC #65

Phantom Lady L Pimwheel, the sihouette i Ross creation ewherz on

Panel 3 inthe bockground: Swamg Thing [siting with trenchicoar].
Sherlock Holmes. the Shodow, the (uestion. Rerschoch, Dbsidion




Poge 34 Supemon and Nondes Woman stand over the uncan-
sciols bodies of severcd German notionalist metohumons. The mast
powerful of which is Yon Bach, [oss’ fovarite ofthe chorocters he
created for the series] wha brings 10 mind the motifs of o heovy
incustrial German band by the nome of Latbach On Yan Bachi's right
am & iebe, " the Gierman word for love, ond on his left om & “hass”

Page 35 Reaiviscent of ing rthur of the Betsh legends,Ross
gives Aquoman falsa @ Ting Arthur,” H you think sbout it] @ regel
ook from canturies post. complete with thione ond amer, Alsg
Waid seys he come up with this royol Aquoman ove thiee years
g, and paired himwith Ooiphin not knowing that writer Peder Dovid
wos ploaning the some thing when he stosted with the current

Page 37, panel 4
“There has clecrly besn
0 previous intimacy
between Wonder Woman
ond Superman,” Woid
says in the cord set.
Superman’s self-imposed
iz took bim owoy from
even his closest friends”™

Page 40, panel 1
M newsstond ore titles of many
§  pulp magazines that were oround
in the "} and “40s. With the
exception of Kewstime fuhichis
0 OC Universz magezine]. of ol
| the mogazine litles, only one is
& silbeingputshed. s

KINGDOM CO
N

-

Page 5 [at feft] Ross design of Superman's

fuog s bosed on the Kall o Doom belonging to nove

N ciher thon the Legion of Doom i the Challenge of
the Super Friends" Samurdoy moming cannan.

Page 6-7 (below] The metaprisaners find
d  themsetves in very comfortoble surroundings—
however, o gided coge is o coge nenethelecs. Some
of the prisaners we s2¢ include Ross creations A7
wersions of Block Mante. Demon Domsel, Stealth ond
many unknown metos. In the lower ight-hand side,
hehind the rabot guard stonds Roggedy Andy leon-
3 g ogainst ane of the Colsns.

ME #3

&

L7

Page B, panel 1
Amang the prisoners i thés frame & The Foal and Goblin Lord [modeled ofver Colundia ond Rif-Raff ok Hestertu from The Rocky Hor-
for Picturn Show’]. Big Barda though she's o quord, not u prisomer], Blue [of Red, White and Blue] Spode, Somnombeist ond Bloodiust

Page 10, panel 5 (ot left)
Niter Yon Boch i seet fying by Coptoin Comet,
bizs helped out by Robauki Kommando on his
fefi. and an his right is tie-dyed hero Temy
Laflon. Lafioniis the wrtefortst of Cudwhich
i5 printed on his -shirt

¥on Bach soys to Comet in berman, Ho
threat. astrongut.” Kabuld Rommonda says
in Jopanese, He's heavies thon he loks.”

Page 11, panel 1
Von Boch, threotening. T will
kill that guy,” pushes Loban B
dawn. Kobuki Fommonde a
replies. "Bon't get mod ol

me_get mad of him™ Gk




Page 11 panels 5-T [below)
e an ogent of Lusthar, shows his boss whatis
hagpening o the Bulag via the eye of his cog-

Pages 12-14 [obove and right] NeCay snd the Spectre isten o cosaic comersationon
the fate of Fanth The cosmic bigaigs inchide Phaniom Stronger, Shazam. Ganthet the lost Guordion, High-
fusher of the New Gads ond Tess Meloy then enters o conversation with Deadsan Deodman's skeletol appenr-
once signifies, necording to Ross, Boston Brond's “occeptonce of his fote.”

Page 21, panel 2 [at left)

I @ wor room, designed intentiondlly by flass to
ook Bke the ane seen in “Or. Stangelove.” the
Mankind Liberntion Frant discuss woys of putting
1he kibosh on Supeiman

Page 22, panel 1 ks interesting to nate
thirt cll the childsen of the eriginal Teen Titans
howve switched gender. fiobin, Kid Flosh, Aqualod
and Spesdy all hod doughters. while Wondes i
hod 0 san
Panel 31f you look closely, there is
imtimate relotionship berween ibn ol
Hutosch and Nightstar o5 seen in this
panel by the intense gaze they shore
iin poge 24, porsks  nd 5, they re hold-
ing honds ] t's iranic
that though Botmaon
and Rebin no langer
see gye Lo eye, thelr
children ore mast inte-
ested ineach other

Page 23 (above ond right] Apsychoiogicol wreck, the Mostion Manhunte scours teispathical far information conceming Captain Marvel
The Honian Honhunter’s mental stote is o compromise in AL According o Ross. he wanted ta include this imporiont charocter in the (C Unverse
However, his psychological problems prevents o "third Supermon’ i the final bortle, which might hove complicated the plot
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Page 25, panel 3 [below)

The former members of the Teen Titans group togethes once agoin
1o discuss the wisdom of throwing o bunch of psychatic metoh-
mans in the same prison 0f course. thes former leader Aobin leads
this comversation.

Mot thot they ore proctically fearful of Supeman. o further indk
catian of his obvious personality chonges. Quite o roke reversal for
the Hon of Steel

Niso. the novigatianol stor chart in the center of the fioar s sim-
il 1o the one sed on the T¥ show TLestin Spoce.

L - ¥

Page 27 (abave) is HeCay exploins his presence to Superman. Howkmon, Power Woman Flash, Nondes Woman and hiom: Seasher,
other hesoes look on. i the level chove them are Jack Kirby's Alos. Green Lontem, Buztman and Bulletgir and the Harvel famly of King
Harvel. Lady Horvel ond thekr son Whiz

Fing Horvel & o cross between Coptoin Horvel Jr. and Ebis Preskey, Thereis o theary thot Elvs o5 o chld had reod Captai Morver  cosics.
which could certoimly b true since his creotion wos ot the time the King was just an odalescent, Ross befieves that Elvis loter designed bis
805 and "Ml jumpsuit with the short cope and big collor after his childhoad hera.

Alsi, on the upper level i the Tomode, Formexty the JLK's Red Tomado, his protégé Red Tomoda Ul and the Golden Age comicol Ma Aun-
kel" fed Toeniado, Howeser, this time she seems more robotic then comicel

(R, ATy LSRN Poge 58 (ot left] inpomets 13 nd o theolosingpoge ponel  standing bebind
; N - ol fedAobin ore Nike Nesmith, Hickey Dolenz. Dovey Jomes and Petes Tork—collectively
M knorwm 05 the Bk rock group The Hesstees, They ore shown in their Honkesmen costumes
B simifcy to those once wom on theit T¥ show, Snapper Carr, former hip mascat 1o the JUA,
M appeors in paned . they continae to oppeas i the barre ot the Gulag n issue #4 Trag-
ically, none of the Nonkeemes survive the bottle

'S Page 39, panel 4 [below) There ore obotic versions of the Beatles n thelr

B 59 Peppess vl e Cus B urdonms siding boveSperman n endes
Womon 25 they kiss. On the sight is o femule Hortion Honhenter, [fonn Jonz hod o
deuter ot cnetise and hoss says ot whie i dougher s nkrger roun i e
Hostian Noshisntes fs o cone of her

HE THIMKS HE AN GET EVERYONE
B BEHAVE LIKE THEY mﬂn&u&m
TURN BACK, %a"m

P

"""-".--l-".l""".r [ ]
0 e
|'.

Page 41 [above] Note that despite Botman's rebuctanes to help. he i catching up
with he Gusloy's blueprints, os seen on his moriter, Pretty sneoky, that Baiguy & eh?

Page 46, panel 1 (ot right) Besides the IC herves und the Norikeemen, soe can
oleg spot teeny-tiny renditions of Spider-Hon, Thor, Captain America J-0 Honowar and O,
Stwonge in the crowd of heroes nushing to met the onslought of the por-heroes.
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Secretory Wyrrwood's doar is & symbel very similos to
the old Justice L eogue of kmerica logo.

Incidentally, Ross designed Wyrmwood afier FAL
Dector Siannes from The K-files.” His nome however
ols i from the Bible's Aeveltions. Wyrmwood s the
name of the star that fell i Earth," says Woid “and clearly,
iniour story, the star is the bomb.”

Page 11, panel 1 [above]
(i the right s s o cyborg version of the cowboy Vigiante and below
him g o the ground s the femoe Hortion Konherter,

Poge 8, M]E (above)
hﬂlﬂlﬂﬁrlmﬂmhplerlut
rﬂwhmﬁ?mhmriuw[m
between) ore depictdd os members o the
Coited Kations. |

Page 16, panel 1 [at left]

fotman ond onder Voman b thei bl beth physcelond declagial asforeshodowed
inthe opening pages ofisue *1 [below] Bomor confronts heswith thefocttho she s seek-
g ecengton hrough vence since losing he stotus wah e sisterAmoons ks eid tves
“Batman's job i to expose the truth about people.” just o5 Botman did in his previous conver-
sotions with Supeman,

Poge 19, panel 3 (ot right] |
This Green Lantem still has the wegimess 1o
wood os proven by the foct that the reen krow
o stil get his amows through 6L s omor.

Page 21 (below)
The nuclenr bambs resemble the metrix chom-
ber that beought Supermonto Eorth

fma

Page 25, panel 3 [at left)
Rehind Sisperman is Henogeria in the form of a green Hartian from Edgor
fice Burroughs' navels starring John Carter of Hors:

Page 29, panel 5

Just bore the boab goes o, the New God herbinges o
death, the Block Racer, oppears behind the Blus Beetle.
Panel 6

e floss esures us that dvia, Scot Free and Big Burda
“Boom Tubed” it out of the desinaction.
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Page 30 (below) By coling ongining Coptoin Hor- B Poge 32 [at left] Syemon inthemidst
vel detonotesthe nucler bam igh obove th bordefild but  [I9% of the destruction s surounded by the remins
e igh ennuh The mashvoom cloud s inthe e ol ocross [y of the deod. Amongthe known dead o the Bue
synbacing s wrogh . Reetle. Creeper. Stochth I, Widcat I, King Lim-
K st Goklen Guorfion, Aoboton . Keea Stronge.
L}. 46 Canvomon’l Phoebus Mo Snoshe S
mon HL By, Nuceloid, Ereen Arow o the et of
M Finbotmon [, in the some perition he wos in ight
8 before the bomb it Red Amow and bosh Block

Canaries [ ond ]

| Poge 33, panel 5 [t right) Wealso
se Howknon deod but clve we see Fate Nogog.
Roy. reen Lnten Joe, i the Fsh [
ter s also seen on the next poge. Botman; ban-
der Womon, Tokyo Aese, Monotour ond Jokes's
Doughter oe olso seen o few pages lter

T =

Page 35 [t left) Jo ongrySupermon i cbour o tect down the U ina series of [§
mistakes (hat could have mode this even 0 bigger vagedy. Supeman wiote hiscumport” N8
Weid sop. i know [why he i wht e did] o the vy end ofssu four when he |
1 wos obout 1 teor everything down. Supermon made ol the wrong decisions in the story. |

must hove screwed up o5  writer. o motter what | did Supemmon mokes the wrong chaices.
Then | reglized Supermon made the wrong 3 3
choices becouse he shondomed hés humanity.

Dnce | resized th ings werecryt clees™

Pages 37-39 (at right] Semans
- mha’afulgdﬂyqnhmhlmllﬁq.
Bedempionbos beenccend by Spemon (S8
forghving himsell of things he hod na contrel
8 over. Redemption &5 cleary the driving force
of this whole series.” soys Hark Noid

B
P
—

Page 43, panel 1 [at for right)

How held o Paradise [slond, Honotour, Tokya Rose. Hagog Joker's doughter, Swostin Thunder and Trix
orethie lost few insmotes 1o surive the destruction of the Gulog Of ol the new breed of heroas, these few
can guin redemption—rother than dying like on Bach and his i

Panel 4 (ot right]
Once ogain the old JUlogo i seen incor- [ !
porated into the U symbol We alsosee M SRS

Sco represnting New Do os o human and

Page 44 (above) Superman buries the dead n the fnsas
wistelond. To keeg him company is iypla.

Is ironc that ke Mogog inissue #2 Supemanistyingto Page 47, ponel 4 [above) NeCay' fith i renewed
T Nansus, Further drowing parodlels betweenthe twoheroes e ot the story's conclusion. ind he's not the only oae. I the front
15 now back where he stored—Xanses, on o real farm as pewat Meloy's church sits Jim Comigan, aka the Spectre:in
opposed to his Fortress of Solitude—bringing bis story full cie- 0 mbute to the creotoss of Supeman, i the second pew are
le by linking him with his human roots ance again Jermy Seegel md Joe Shuter,

wizard:TGTC #65




PREVIEW



ORIGINAL SKETCHES AND HANDWRITTEN
NOTES BY ALEX ROSS. ADDITIONAL
COMMENTARY BY MARK WAID.

“Kingdom Come is a
celebration of the
heroic ideal...

CRPTAV ATom —

AN OVERSIZEP grUmIc
SkmBoL s THE CoSTUME
TRIcK HERE,

,a <

A ComBMarian OF
THE SLEEK, CHROME, MOPERA
LR AN THE ORIGINAL
REP & YerLLow DITKO COSTYME.

It’s the story of good
men and women who
willingly put their
lives on the line to
wring order from
chaos.”— Mark Waid




MALOG — .

whs ORIGWALLY INTEN

To PEELECT EVERYTING WE
HATED qpovT CURRENT
Cuperncen CosTume VESEN.
(Ve (e (T s
A Hm A SoLp METAL
MOTIE AN WU6E RAM
HORNS  WAS INTENPED T2
EWNE A SENSE OF PAEAN
(POLATEY LRE A GOLPEN

“The lesson they teach is
simple, if too often forgotten:
right makes might.”



“I defy you to
find anything
inherently grim
and gritty about
a man who
soars through
the air like an
eagle. There is
nothing harsh,
nothing fierce,
about that sort
of grace and
lyricism.”

ANORMAN MelAy
/8 JUST SIMPLY WHAT MY
FAP LookS L/KE, A FIGURE
Who micnr WsLL HAVE BEEN
AROUVP FoR gvemY AGE OF
THE SUPERNERD .



\ ‘\\ {
"'.'\_ N\ l‘.

N\

'/ *“Superman and

'//¢y '‘Batman and

i ;l:"*---WOnder Woman

(&7 Raye: stood the

_/ test.of time_
wnthodt armor ,

-without bazoékus A 1o
'w:thout v’emed g\ &

_ biceps the size: & 7
" oflcannons.”” |

4 Wi' my (EAP SUPER-CHICK
OMEACTER | PESIGNED itV

{ oS 11 THAT NST

HAFPENED -n: FIT THE £O/80

OF Two mpw ¢ MARRIEY)
Ze Srieg,

Moeveosp, —
] MApE “THIS ONE UF
when | was--31.
Be Kinp.




“They have survived —they are important—
because they are a reflection of our
dreams, not our nightmares.”

"ker” rOBIN

1S Kol Youms ROEIN

MichT Have BSEN INTERDEP

70 PEPLACE BATMAN.

; S GHesT Symeor IS A

-y COMPROMISE OF THE ORGIVAL
“BY o 4 goep - pEgp SIHOVETTE.

HIS CoLoR ScHEmE 15 EXACTLY

THAT OF THE @2oBin G/RD, A Biack

Bovy Awvv REP BREWST.




“Super-heroes were created to represent / :
the best in all of us. We should aspire to
match their nobility, not their ability
to shoot big chrome guns.”

Al & FoLpHIN

/ AlhRys WANTED T

FLAy ofF THE FACT THAT
AQVAMAN WS KNG & ATLANTIS
AP KIS NEME 1S APmue .

[ SAw TRE pgviovs FARING T‘_‘;"J’f‘\ ;
BETIWEEN HiM Awp [O)PIHIN e
BEFORE IT CamE UP Jm T

CURBENT LHRONOLOGY,




RETAIL PRODUCTS
AVAILABLE SOON:

T-SHIRT WITH
TOMORROW'S
DC HEROES IN A
STAINED-GLASS-
STYLE PAINTING.

CLOISONNE PIN OF
KINGDOM COME-
STYLE SUPERMAN
“$" SHIELD

POSTER (T,
FEATURING THE
COMBINED COVERS
OF KINGDOM COME
F1-43

WRAPAROUND
T.SHIRT WITH NEW
ART BY ALEX ROSS
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