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Myth (mith)  n.  1. A traditional or 
legendary story that concerns some being 
or hero or event and usually explains some 

practice, rite or phenomenon of nature.  
The word myth is derived from the Greek 

word mythos, for “story”. 

What is a myth?
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In the beginning...

“A man said to the Universe,
Sir, I exist!

However, replied the Universe,
The fact has not created in me a sense of obligation.”

-Stephen Crane
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In the beginning...
God did not create the Universe.  The 
Universe created the gods!

Father Sky (Uranus), and Mother 
Earth (Gaia), merged and created the 
first 12 gods, called Titans.

These first twelve were the hideous 
cyclopes and the “hundred arm, fifty 
headed ones.

Because they were so repulsive, Father 
Sky locked them away in the deepest 
depths of darkness, called Tartarus.

Father Sky and Mother Earth merged 
again and had new children.  These new 
12 Titans were beautiful and Father Sky 
was proud.

“A man said to the Universe,
Sir, I exist!

However, replied the Universe,
The fact has not created in me a sense of obligation.”

-Stephen Crane
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were boys and 6 were girls.

Friday, September 27, 2013



The Titans
Of these 12 beautiful Titans, 6 
were boys and 6 were girls.

These Titans were associated 
with and named after various 
concepts such as Ocean 
(Oceanus), Memory, Sight, 
and Natural Law.

Friday, September 27, 2013



The Titans
Of these 12 beautiful Titans, 6 
were boys and 6 were girls.

These Titans were associated 
with and named after various 
concepts such as Ocean 
(Oceanus), Memory, Sight, 
and Natural Law.

The most powerful of this first 
generation of Titans was the 
youngest, named Cronus 
(Saturn).

Friday, September 27, 2013



The Titans
Of these 12 beautiful Titans, 6 
were boys and 6 were girls.

These Titans were associated 
with and named after various 
concepts such as Ocean 
(Oceanus), Memory, Sight, 
and Natural Law.

The most powerful of this first 
generation of Titans was the 
youngest, named Cronus 
(Saturn).

These Titans later gave birth 
to other Titans such as 
Prometheus and Atlas.
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Betrayal!
Mother Earth still loved and longed 
for her first 12 children. 

So, Gaia convinced her youngest 
and strongest son, Cronus (Saturn), 
to rise up against his father, kill him 
and then free his brothers.

When Cronus went to kill his father, 
Father Sky (Uranus), surrendered 
instead, promising to give up his 
powers and quietly leave.  

Before he left, however, he told 
Cronus to beware!  That one day 
one of his children would rise up and 
overthrow him!
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Like father, like son.

“Saturn Devouring One of his Children” - Goya
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Like father, like son.
Cronus took his father’s place as the 
ruler of the Universe.

But he did not, as he had promised 
his mother, release his brothers from 
Tartarus.

Mother Earth was very angry and 
warned Cronus, as his father had, 
that one day one of his children 
would rise up to destroy him.

Fearing this, Cronus began 
devouring every child that his wife 
Rhea gave birth to.

“Saturn Devouring One of his Children” - Goya

Friday, September 27, 2013



The birth of Zeus

Friday, September 27, 2013



The birth of Zeus

Friday, September 27, 2013



The birth of Zeus
Five times Rhea gave birth to a 
beautiful newborn god.  Five times 
her husband ate the baby.
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The birth of Zeus
Five times Rhea gave birth to a 
beautiful newborn god.  Five times 
her husband ate the baby.

Like her mother-in-law Gaia, Rhea 
mourned the loss of her children 
until finally shouldn’t couldn’t stand 
it anymore.

The sixth time Rhea got pregnant 
she pleaded with Mother Earth for 
help.

Mother Earth was overjoyed to aid 
Rhea and led her away to a secret 
mountain when she was ready to give 
birth.
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Baby Zeus is saved
Rhea named her newborn 
baby Zeus.

To keep her child safe, Rhea 
placed baby Zeus in the river 
and let Mother Earth’s gentle 
waters carry him away.

Next Rhea wrapped a large 
stone in blankets and gave it 
to her husband in place of the 
baby.  Cronus was fooled and 
greedily gulped down the 
stone.
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The raising of a god
Zeus floated down the river 
and was taken to a secret cave 
where he was protected.

Noisy sprites crashed their 
swords to drown out Zeus’s 
crying.

Gentle nymphs sang Zeus and 
rocked his cradle.

The magical goat nymph fed 
Zeus night and day causing 
Zeus to grow up quickly and 
strong.
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Revenge
As they raised him, the nymphs told 
Zeus all about Cronus and the Titans, 
about  his brothers and sisters and 
about the prophecy that Zeus would 
one day rule.
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Revenge
As they raised him, the nymphs told 
Zeus all about Cronus and the Titans, 
about  his brothers and sisters and 
about the prophecy that Zeus would 
one day rule.

When he was old and strong enough, 
Zeus returned home.

Zeus pretended to be a servant in his 
father’s palace and this allowed him to 
place an herb in Cronus’s nectar.

The herb made Cronus violently ill!  
Suddenly, his eyes opened wide.  His 
body began to shake.  A rumbling 
sound came from his belly and then, 
with sudden force, he vomited up five 
children and one very large rock!
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War of the gods
Hestia, Demeter, Hera, Hades and 
Poseidon, who had all grown up 
inside Cronus’s stomach, now stood 
before their father.

Cronus knew that the prophecy had 
come true and gave up his powers 
and went away never to be heard 
from again.

The other Titans, however, were not 
ready to step aside so willingly as 
their brother Cronus had and a 
great war ensued.
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Birth of Venus
by Botticelli
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W.M.D.’s
Zeus and his brothers Hades and 
Poseidon released their monstrous 
uncles from the depths of Tartarus.

The Cyclopes made three magical 
gifts for them to aid them in battle.

For Poseidon, they made a powerful 
trident that could control the seas.

For Hades, they made a helmet that 
could make him invisible.

The Cyclopes gave Zeus the most 
powerful weapon of all.  They made 
for him a thunderbolt.
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Atlas Shrugged
With their new weapons, Zeus 
and his brothers and sisters 
turned the tide of battle.
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Atlas Shrugged
With their new weapons, Zeus 
and his brothers and sisters 
turned the tide of battle.

One Titan’s son, Prometheus 
and his brother Epimetheus, 
defected to Zeus’s side when 
they saw the Titans would loose. 

When the Titans were defeated, 
many of them were confined to 
Tartarus, but Zeus condemned 
Atlas, to stand at the western 
edge of the earth and hold up 
the sky on his shoulders, to 
prevent the two from resuming 
their primordial embrace.
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Angry again...
As Zeus prepared to take the 
throne Mother Earth became 
angry when she found out Zeus 
had punished her children.

So, Gaia sent two terrible 
monsters, Typhon and Echidna to 
attack Zeus.

These monsters, too, were 
defeated by the mighty Zeus and 
Mother Earth sighed sadly and lay 
back to watch what time would 
bring.
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The Olympians
At last there was peace.

Zeus and his brothers drew lots 
to divide up the rule of the 
world.

Hades chose the shortest stick 
and became the ruler over the 
underworld.

Poseidon chose the longer stick 
and became the ruler over the 
oceans of the world.

Zeus chose the longest stick and 
became ruler of heaven and 
earth.
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Zeus
Latin Name:  Jupiter

God of heaven and earth; god 
of the sky.

Son of Cronus and Rhea.

Youngest of the gods.

Married to Hera 

Symbols are the thunderbolt, 
bull, eagle and oak.
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Poseidon

Latin name:  Neptune

God of the sea, horses and 
earthquakes.

Poseidon was known for his 
terrible temper.

Sailors would pray to Poseidon 
for a safe voyage, sometimes 
drowning horses as a sacrifice.

Friday, September 27, 2013



Friday, September 27, 2013



Hades

Friday, September 27, 2013



HadesLatin name:  Pluto

Friday, September 27, 2013



HadesLatin name:  Pluto

God of the underworld and ruler of the 
dead.

Friday, September 27, 2013



HadesLatin name:  Pluto

God of the underworld and ruler of the 
dead.

Son of Cronus and Rhea, brother of 
Zeus and Poseidon.

Friday, September 27, 2013



HadesLatin name:  Pluto

God of the underworld and ruler of the 
dead.

Son of Cronus and Rhea, brother of 
Zeus and Poseidon.

Ancient greeks would sacrifice any 
black animal, such as black sheep to 
Hades.

Friday, September 27, 2013



HadesLatin name:  Pluto

God of the underworld and ruler of the 
dead.

Son of Cronus and Rhea, brother of 
Zeus and Poseidon.

Ancient greeks would sacrifice any 
black animal, such as black sheep to 
Hades.

3 headed dog named Cerberus 
guarded the entrance to the 
underworld.

Friday, September 27, 2013



HadesLatin name:  Pluto

God of the underworld and ruler of the 
dead.

Son of Cronus and Rhea, brother of 
Zeus and Poseidon.

Ancient greeks would sacrifice any 
black animal, such as black sheep to 
Hades.

3 headed dog named Cerberus 
guarded the entrance to the 
underworld.

Charon ferried souls across the river 
Styx into the underworld

Friday, September 27, 2013



HadesLatin name:  Pluto

God of the underworld and ruler of the 
dead.

Son of Cronus and Rhea, brother of 
Zeus and Poseidon.

Ancient greeks would sacrifice any 
black animal, such as black sheep to 
Hades.

3 headed dog named Cerberus 
guarded the entrance to the 
underworld.

Charon ferried souls across the river 
Styx into the underworld

Falls in love with and kidnaps 
Persephone, daughter to Demeter.
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Hera

Latin name:  Juno
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Wife and sister to Zeus.

Known for her terrible jealousy.
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Hera

Latin name:  Juno

Goddess of marriage.

Wife and sister to Zeus.

Known for her terrible jealousy.

The cow and peacock are 
sacred to her.
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Demeter

Latin name:  Ceres

Goddess of the harvest, 
grain, agriculture; bringer of 
the seasons.
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Demeter

Latin name:  Ceres

Goddess of the harvest, 
grain, agriculture; bringer of 
the seasons.

Demeter’s daughter is 
Persephone, wife to Hades.
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One of the most widely 
venerated and one of the 
oldest deities.
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Artemis
Latin name:  Diana

Goddess of the hunt.

Sister to Apollo.

One of the most widely 
venerated and one of the 
oldest deities.

The deer and the cyprus 
tree are sacred to her.
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God of the sun.  Archer god, god of 
medicine, of healing, light and truth.
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Leader of the muses.  Patron of 
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Son of Zeus and Leto, twin brother 
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Prophetic deity of the Delphic 
Oracle.

Friday, September 27, 2013



Apollo
Latin name:  Apollo

God of the sun.  Archer god, god of 
medicine, of healing, light and truth.

Leader of the muses.  Patron of 
music and poetry.

Son of Zeus and Leto, twin brother 
of the chaste Artemis.

Prophetic deity of the Delphic 
Oracle.

One of the most important and 
widely worshiped Greek gods.
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Athena
Latin name:  Athene

Goddess of civilization, particularly 
wisdom, weaving, crafts and the 
more noble side of war.
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Goddess of civilization, particularly 
wisdom, weaving, crafts and the 
more noble side of war.

Patron deity of the city of Athens.
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Athena
Latin name:  Athene

Goddess of civilization, particularly 
wisdom, weaving, crafts and the 
more noble side of war.

Patron deity of the city of Athens.

Athena was the favorite daughter of 
Zeus born fully armored from his 
forehead after he swallowed her 
mother Metis.
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Athena
Latin name:  Athene

Goddess of civilization, particularly 
wisdom, weaving, crafts and the 
more noble side of war.

Patron deity of the city of Athens.

Athena was the favorite daughter of 
Zeus born fully armored from his 
forehead after he swallowed her 
mother Metis.

The olive tree and the owl are sacred 
to her.
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Hephaestus

Latin name:  Vulcan

God of technology includeing, 
blacksmiths, craftsmen, artisans, 
sculpotors, metals, and metallurgy, 
and fire.
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Latin name:  Vulcan

God of technology includeing, 
blacksmiths, craftsmen, artisans, 
sculpotors, metals, and metallurgy, 
and fire.

Hephaestus and his brother Ares 
are the sons of Hera.

Friday, September 27, 2013



Hephaestus

Latin name:  Vulcan

God of technology includeing, 
blacksmiths, craftsmen, artisans, 
sculpotors, metals, and metallurgy, 
and fire.

Hephaestus and his brother Ares 
are the sons of Hera.

In some myths Hera bore 
Hephaestus alone out of jealousy 
for Zeus’s solo birth of Athena.
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Ares
Latin name:  Mars

God of savage war and 
bloodlust.
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Latin name:  Mars

God of savage war and 
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Son of Zeus and Hera.
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God of savage war and 
bloodlust.

Son of Zeus and Hera.

Ares was cruel, unpredictable 
and sadistic.  
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Ares
Latin name:  Mars

God of savage war and 
bloodlust.

Son of Zeus and Hera.

Ares was cruel, unpredictable 
and sadistic.  

Ares was greatly mistrusted by 
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Ares
Latin name:  Mars

God of savage war and 
bloodlust.

Son of Zeus and Hera.

Ares was cruel, unpredictable 
and sadistic.  

Ares was greatly mistrusted by 
gods and men alike.

The vulture and the dog are 
sacred to him.
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Aphrodite
Latin name:  Venus
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Latin name:  Venus

Goddess of love, lust, beauty and 
sexuality.
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Aphrodite
Latin name:  Venus

Goddess of love, lust, beauty and 
sexuality.
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and Uranus.

Married to Haphaestus.
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and Uranus.

Married to Haphaestus.
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Aphrodite
Latin name:  Venus

Goddess of love, lust, beauty and 
sexuality.

Born of the sea from Cronus                   
and Uranus.

Married to Haphaestus.

Mother of Eros (Cupid).

Infatuated with Ares.
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Aphrodite
Latin name:  Venus

Goddess of love, lust, beauty and 
sexuality.

Born of the sea from Cronus                   
and Uranus.

Married to Haphaestus.

Mother of Eros (Cupid).

Infatuated with Ares.

The Myrtle, dove, sparrow                              
and swan are sacred to her.
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Eros
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Eros
Latin name:  Cupid
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Eros
Latin name:  Cupid

God of love
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Eros
Latin name:  Cupid

God of love

Son of Aphrodite
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Eros
Latin name:  Cupid

God of love

Son of Aphrodite

Had magical bow and arrows that 
had the power make people fall in 
love with the first thing they saw.
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Son of Aphrodite

Had magical bow and arrows that 
had the power make people fall in 
love with the first thing they saw.

Falls in love with the princess 
psyche
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Eros
Latin name:  Cupid

God of love

Son of Aphrodite

Had magical bow and arrows that 
had the power make people fall in 
love with the first thing they saw.

Falls in love with the princess 
psyche

Spartans sacrificed to Eros 
before battle.
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Latin name:  Mercury
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Latin name:  Mercury

God of boundaries, travelers, shepherds, 
orators, literature and poets, athletics, 
weights and measure, and of thieves and 
liars.
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weights and measure, and of thieves and 
liars.

Son of Zeus and the daughter of Atlas.

Very loyal to his father.

Hermes was the messenger from the gods 
to the humans and in between the gods 
themselves.
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Son of Zeus and the daughter of Atlas.

Very loyal to his father.

Hermes was the messenger from the gods 
to the humans and in between the gods 
themselves.

Hermes can be recognized by his purse, 
winged sandals, winged cap, and the 
herald’s staff
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Hermes
Latin name:  Mercury

God of boundaries, travelers, shepherds, 
orators, literature and poets, athletics, 
weights and measure, and of thieves and 
liars.

Son of Zeus and the daughter of Atlas.

Very loyal to his father.

Hermes was the messenger from the gods 
to the humans and in between the gods 
themselves.

Hermes can be recognized by his purse, 
winged sandals, winged cap, and the 
herald’s staff

Hermes symbols are the rooster and the 
tortoise.
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Hestia

Latin name:  Vesta
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Hestia

Latin name:  Vesta

Goddess of the home 
and the hearth.
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Hestia

Latin name:  Vesta

Goddess of the home 
and the hearth.

Hestia tended the fires 
on Mount Olympus to 
make sure they never 
went out.
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Dionysus

Latin name:  Bacchus
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Dionysus

Latin name:  Bacchus

God of wine.
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Dionysus

Latin name:  Bacchus

God of wine.

Son of Zeus and Persephone.
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Dionysus

Latin name:  Bacchus

God of wine.

Son of Zeus and Persephone.

Lover of peace and patron of 
the theatre.
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Dionysus

Latin name:  Bacchus

God of wine.

Son of Zeus and Persephone.

Lover of peace and patron of 
the theatre.

Was made immortal by Hermes.
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Dionysus

Latin name:  Bacchus

God of wine.

Son of Zeus and Persephone.

Lover of peace and patron of 
the theatre.

Was made immortal by Hermes.

The grapevine is sacred to him
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The creation of man
Prometheus and Zeus created 
humankind.  Prometheus 
formed man and woman out of 
clay and Zeus breathed life 
into them.
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The creation of man
Prometheus and Zeus created 
humankind.  Prometheus 
formed man and woman out of 
clay and Zeus breathed life 
into them.

Prometheus, out of love for his 
creation, wanted to give fire to 
humankind.

Zeus forbid it, saying that if 
fire were given to man, then 
one day mankind would rival 
even the gods.
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Disobeying
Prometheus had great love for 
his creation.
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Disobeying
Prometheus had great love for 
his creation.

He believed that if the gods 
raised mankind properly and 
taught him to be honorable 
and just then the gods would 
never have anything to fear 
from man.

Friday, September 27, 2013



Disobeying
Prometheus had great love for 
his creation.

He believed that if the gods 
raised mankind properly and 
taught him to be honorable 
and just then the gods would 
never have anything to fear 
from man.

So, in defiance of Zeus’s 
orders, Prometheus stole fire 
from Mount Olympus and 
snuck it down to earth and 
gave it to man.
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Punished
When Zeus looked down from Mount 
Olympus one night and saw the 
Earth covered in light from the fires 
of man, he became enraged.
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of man, he became enraged.

Zeus ordered Prometheus punished 
severely for all of eternity for 
defying his orders.
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Punished
When Zeus looked down from Mount 
Olympus one night and saw the 
Earth covered in light from the fires 
of man, he became enraged.

Zeus ordered Prometheus punished 
severely for all of eternity for 
defying his orders.

Prometheus’s punishment was to be 
chained to a rock where his liver was 
eaten out every day by a eagle.  
Each morning the liver grew back 
and the painful torture would start 
all over again.
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The wrath of Zeus
Zeus decides mankind must be 
punished also.
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The wrath of Zeus
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Zeus arranges a marriage between 
Epimetheus, the brother of 
Prometheus, and Pandora the most 
beautiful human woman.
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Epimetheus, the brother of 
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beautiful human woman.

As a wedding present Pandora receives 
a gift from each of the gods.  The most 
significant of these gifts is a pithos, or 
storage box, which is given to her by 
Zeus.
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The wrath of Zeus
Zeus decides mankind must be 
punished also.

Zeus arranges a marriage between 
Epimetheus, the brother of 
Prometheus, and Pandora the most 
beautiful human woman.

As a wedding present Pandora receives 
a gift from each of the gods.  The most 
significant of these gifts is a pithos, or 
storage box, which is given to her by 
Zeus.

Both Pandora and Epimetheus are 
warned by Zeus never to open the 
pithos.
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Pandora’s Box
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For thought and discussion...
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For thought and discussion...

1.  There are explanations of how evil began in almost 
every religious and literary tradition.  Can you think of 
any, other than the one in Pandora’sBox?
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For thought and discussion...

1.  There are explanations of how evil began in almost 
every religious and literary tradition.  Can you think of 
any, other than the one in Pandora’sBox?

2.  Pandora’s Box seems to be saying that curiosity 
isn’t a positive emotion.  Do you agree?  Why or why 
not?
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Discussion continued...

3.  It has been said that hope is really an evil disguised as 
something admirable.  How would you support that 
contention?
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Discussion continued...

3.  It has been said that hope is really an evil disguised as 
something admirable.  How would you support that 
contention?

4.  The story represents a life of all play and no work as 
happy.  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?
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Clash of the Titans
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THE END
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