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SOME THINGS
ARE WORSE
THAN DEATH...

.. SOME
THINGS...

...LIKE ME.
PACE SECTOR 2814/l THE GRAVES OF THOMAS T
7 GOTHAM CITy. | AND MARTHA WAYNE-- g

I HEAR YOU

GRAVE OF THEIR
oo OUT THERE IN
/_\ SON, BRUCE. DEEP SPACE. I
e b — HEAR YOUR

MY FATHER
SAID,
“EVERYONE
DIES, WILLIAM.”

HE SAID, “DEATH IS THE |
ONLY THING YOU CAN COUNT |
ON IN THIS UNIVERSE. "

: I KILLED HIM

TO PROVE
__HIS POINT.

DEATH
COMPELS US
BECAUSE
POWERFUL OR
WEAK, LOVED
OR HATED--

THAT
INCLUDES

CONVERSION BY







TWENTY-FOUR
HOURS LATER.

Y | [
YEARS AGO, THE DA
EVERYONE THOUGHT
SUPERMAN DIED WAS
DECLARED A NATIONAL
DAY OF MOURNING.

| S—
SINCE HE RETURNED, IT
BECOME A DAY TO HONO|
THE SUPER-BEINGS WHO
GAVE THEIR LIVES
PROTECTING THE WORLD--
AMONG THOSE |Nnocsms-a PEOPLE ARGUED

/ 2

. --AND THE™ ’ »
WL INNOCENTS { THE SEVEN MILLION WHO WE
‘? 7 INCINERATED WHEN MONGUL || | wist i N o Ces e

\v /4
N | Wa
\"& i, N @ 222

¥
COME BACK. ':

WE FAILED TO @ ]
\ ] DESTROYED COAST CITY. GRAVEYARD. ]
i OTHERS A MEMORIAL.

THEY SAID OURJ 7 Vg
Sha/ss O

BECAUSEN
THEY WERE|| [~
AFRAID.

HIS FAMILYY
WASN'T. |

COAST CITY

OT A SECOND
CHANCE. A\
& L5 WA

- A -




=re) | MY NamE IS o =
. DIDI. f | HAL JORDAN. I’M A CAPTAIN IN THE U.S. AR /|
3 ; \ | FORCE. I‘M ALSO AN OFFICER 4
| IN THE GREEN LANTERN CORPS: —~
SPACE SECTOR 2814. /4

~ JT'S A

BEAUTIFUL

DAY FOR A
FLYBY.

MY WINGMEN ARE B
FORMER U.S. MARINE
AND CORPS
SHARPSHOOTER
JOHN STEWART--

--AND ARTIST
AND CORPS

| CONSCIENCE

KYLE RAYNER.

JOHN KNOWS THAT
WHEN YOU'RE IN THE
MILITARY, DEATH IS
PART OF THE JOB.

I GUY AND KYLE KNOW WHERL[ ¢ ﬁ\\\\
LANTERN, CORPS, DEATH IS | 2
. . AND WE ALL KNOW
3 _THE ONLY RETIREMENT. gLl \

\ ﬁ : THE CAPED COMMUNITY,

DEATH OPENS YOUR |}
FRONT DOOR-- \ | --AND WALKS:

| RIGHT IN.




v, g—
i YOU NEVER LEARN|J
$1 TO LIVE WITH IT. |f /
-

y IT JusT BECOMES| 4
A PART OF WHO |- /¢}

YOU ARE. q .

YOUR ONLY %
CHOICE: KEEP




YOUR AIM
IS ON, BUT YOUR

TOO COMPLICATED.| LAST GUY
\  YOU'RE OVER- A\ 2
D THINKING.

SHE WAS STILL OVER
COMPENSATING FOR
INHERITING
SINESTRO’S RING--

-- AND JOHN WAS snﬂ\
OVERCOMPENSATING
FOR INHERITING MINE.

i { WERE IN BROUGHT
=, THEM TOGETHER.
7 AND THEY FOUND
iy e
& WHAT CAROL AND I
; _—7f<'" » | NEVER SEEMED TO--
--COMMITMENT. NOT TO AN AIRCRAFT COMPANY OF
INTERGALACTIC POLICE FORCE, BUT TO EACH OTH

A MISTAKE TRYING
TO PREVENT THE
DESTRUCTION OF

A PLANET.

THE DAUGHTERN

OF ALAN SCOTT.

FOR A TIME, SHE
WORE A RING.

SHE DIED!

IN SPACE |-

SAVING A
DOZEN

- | SECTORS.

THE HANDS
OF A STAR
SAPPHIRE.

KYLE’S GIRLFRIEND, W £
_| ALEX, WAS MURDERED BY |}
i A PSYCHOPATH NAMED
MAJOR FORCE WHEN KYLE
FIRST WORE THE RING.

SESON % y
| { Il HE FOUND HERM
| FoLoED IN HIS
REFRIGERATOR.

3

3

.

FACT IS, AFTER HIS ON-OFF GIRLFRIE
ICE RETURNED, GARDNER’S THE ONLY O
OF US WHO’S HAD A HAPPY ENDING.

NONE OF USH
THOUGHT WE‘D




I KNOW WHAT WE REBUILT E WE REBUILT THE

JOHN’S GOING THIS TOWN 1 WHOLE DAMN GREEN
TO SAY BEFORE WIS T TOGETHER, LANTERN CORPS
HE SAYS IT. COULD REBUILD JOHN. TOGETHER.
XANSHI LIKE F 1
YOU'VE REBUILT

COAST CITY.

WHEN LOSS
=: HAPPENS, NO ONE
GOES WHERE THEY
WANT TO GO. THEY
GO WHERE THEY
NEED TO GO.

THANKS

FOR BEING A

PART OF THIS,
COWGIRL.

I WOULDNT
MISS IT, SUPER-
HEROQ.
ALL ACROSS
THE WORLD--

COAST CITY.

LOVE You,
GREEN




L...I SHOULD‘VE
BEEN HERE. IT
SHOULD‘VE BEEN ME
INSTEAD OF--

DONT
SLOUCH NOW,
CONNER. JONATHAN
WOUL‘II'_DN’T WANT

HAT HE’D WANT

YOU BOTH TO
STAND UP
STRAIGHT.

I, UM, IWISH I
GOT TO MEET THE
OTHER HALF OF
THE FIRESTORM
MATRIX YOU TWO
CREATED,
PROFESSOR
STEIN.

OF RONNIE
RAYMOND.

RONNIE RAYMOND
AN EQUATION, MISS HEWITT.

I'VE SAID A PRAYER
FOR RONNIE EVERY
MORNING SINCE HE
o DIED, JASON.

TODAY
IS NO
4 , DIFFERENT.

o)
I DIDN‘T
MEAN TO, UM,
I’‘M SORRY--

IS THERE ANYTHING \
== SPECIAL YOU WANT TO DO FOR
HIM TODAY, PROFESSOR?

YOU KNOW IT’S BAD
WHEN A MAN OF SCIENCE
TURNS TO GOD.

AND YOU NEED v
TO WATCH WHAT YOU
SAY, GEN. RONNIE
'MOND

PROFESSOR
STEIN,

AROUND HERE.
LOOK AT THE
TREES AND THE
GRASS.




IT DIDNT = = I WISH YOU
EVEN LOOK g L COULD TAKE

LIKE ME
CASSIE. DOWN y T%E()h\'}v ﬁf.L

TO BE FOR REMEMBERING
“HEROES.”

, : FOR, EH,
Y YOU MIGHT NOT g o, A _DIGGER?
UNDERSTAND AS T £ .
WHAT IT MEANS
TO BE A ROGUE,
BUT YOUR
FATHER DID.

BEER TA GET |
EVERYONE
BURIED IN
NPT r=e T, 2 THIS PLACE B
: ; —_ BLIND BLOOD
R " & 2 DRUNK.

CH"CAGO' =/ IF ANYONE’S GOT SOME | WELL, GOLDIE HASN‘T
~ITHE GRAVE WORDS TO SAY IT’S  \ SAID ANYTHING ABOUT !

OF TED GOING TO BE MICHAEL, BLUE BEETLE. _

NOT YOU, GUY. .

IF YOU HAVE
SOMETHING TO
SAY, BOOSTER,

YOU SHOULD

SAY




HEROES,

l METROPOLIS.
~T 'VALHALLA
CEMETER

I KNOW YOUR I'M LOOKING AT THE i
FATHER WASN‘T A - FREEDOM FIGHT! ERS }Lﬁswlf-?ﬁ}
PART OF YOUR : 7 THE SECRET fF CRUSHED
LIFE LIKE HE WAS | == SOCIETY ‘( NASAL CAVITY
MINE, DAMAGE, MURDERED THEM %/ | \AND A MANGLED
BUT CAN'T YOU #n/id | WHEN I WAS ON ‘ PROFILE.
AT LEAST THEIR TEAM. T
o NG A
Z (0 YOU WANT
 THEM DIE. 2y ME TO FACE MY
FATHER, ATOM
SMASHER?

I’‘M NOT TURNING
h| MY BACK ON MY FATHER,
; ATOM SMASHER.




LEADERS) Y YOUR HUSBAND
Sy SHOULD BE WITH
e 1
1 YD “THE SEA.
- » )” _ ARTHUR'S
“PEOPLE” TRIED
TO MURDER HIM
WHEN HE WAS A
CHILD, GARTH.

THEY HATED HIM

W AQUAMAN BECAUSE HE HAD

7 SHOULDN‘T
BE BURIED

/f ’//,f,f,f ’.

.'*',n.uz.*, 3
*‘?

AND THEY
HATED You
BECAUSE OF

YOUR VIOLET EYES. |

IF IT WASN‘T FOR
ARTHUR, THE
ATLANTEANS

WOULDVE CUT /4
THEM OUT.
>

SUPERSTITIOUS
AND VIOLENT
. PEOPLE.

BLOND HAIR.

~ ARTHUR’S
MOTHER DIED Y
BRINGING HIM
TO THE SHORE,
BACK TO HIS
FATHER.

| FELT SAFE,
GARTH.

N
THERE’S A MAGNIFICENT
TOMB WAITING FOR HIM IN
ATLANTIS. IT“S AMONG THE "
MOST BEAUTIFUL CORAL FIELDS,
SURROUNDED BY SEA LIFE OF
ALL KINDS WAITING TO SEE
THEIR SAVIOR.

SIDE-BY-SIDE
WITH THE OTHER
GREAT
LEADERS OF
OUR CITY...AND
HIS SON.

SON.
MERA, PLEASE GIVE ME
AUTHORIZATION TO HAVE
HIS REMAINS MOVED.

78 THE DIRT
pd f”f IS NO PLACE
FOR A KING

OF THE

SEAS.




LEGENDS.

P coran e |

<]

A TERRIBLE
MISTAKE.




AFTER THE cereemomea
GUY AND KYLE HEAD BAC
TO THE STARS. I HEAD TO

MEET A FRIEND.

WASHINGTON, D.C. [
/ THE HEADQUARTERS

OF THE JUSTICE
LEAGUE OF AMERICA.

/;T\

7 THERE’S A MORGUE FOR =\
THE LEAGUE’S ENEMIES N
A THREE STORIES BELOW THE 4 /) Ay
MEETING ROOM? -

e
—

EXCEPT FOR Ul
YOUR ROGUES. Wi
WORD IS THEY HAVE
SOME KIND OF
GRAVEYARD NEAR
ENTRAL CITY, BUT NO
ONE‘S BEEN ABLE
TO FIND 1T, __d8

| FRIENDS TOO, BUT WE
DIDN‘T WANT TO ROB
THE FAMILIES OF J
PAYING THEIR
RESPECTS.

IF THEIR TRUE
NAMES WERE PUBLIC
POST-MORTEM, THEY
WERE BURIED AT THE

VALHALLA CEMETERY IN
METROPOLIS UNDER
P HIGH SECURITY.

IF THEIR &%
IDENTITIES WERE Y
i STILL SECRET,
THEY WERE SENT
HOME.

~ L\ \\
v o

L/

Fd |
il |

T

WHY DO YOU
NEED TO PUT
THEIR REMAINS | '\
IN A VAULT? l({- L
o | .4

— 4
My, i .

‘i
..

) HAYDEN, ROGER
07 PSYCH(-
PIRATE




DICK GRAYSON UNCOVERED A MM/ THIS IS AN EXAMPLE OF THE
' KIND OF SICK AND TWISTED

BODY SNATCHING OPERATION .

THAT WAS HARVESTING . THINGS WE‘VE HAD TO DEAL

SUPERHUMAN PARTS FOR YOU’'RE \WITH SINCE YOU WERE LOST
E. «fA\SERIOUS?\ TO THE SPEED FORCE,

THE GUILTY
HAVE GOTTEN
GUILTIER? AND
BATMAN, AQUAMAN
AND THE MARTIAN
| ") MANHUNTER ARE
DEAD BECAUSE

WHO
ELSE DIED
WHILE I WAS
GONE?

I WANT TO
KNOW, HAL.







" MAHKENTJOAR™  \ 79 4 I | = I DON‘T EVEN|
E Lk, Z i \s ~ - KNOW WHERE
o) . . : TO START.




4
2

BN

25
=

%,

v 1.9

HOW CAN
ol EVEN
THINK ABOUT
IT, RAY?

HOW THE
] HeLL caN You
, EVEN ASK ME |

I NEED A
FRIEND TO COME
WITH ME, CARTER.

PLEASE, _ -
JUST...HOLD THE
RECEIVER AWAY FROM
& YOUR EAR. I'M COMING

THROUGH TO TALK
FACE-TO-FACE.




JEAN LORING QTN 2y WD
MURDERED SUE m (\
| SOME INSANE Ny
ATTEMPT TO LURE [ \ €
THE ATOM BACK / :.\ -y
(3 1
Y

TO HER.
¥ AND TODAY S
RAY WANTS TO

VISIT HER. _4
i

AND UNLIKE YOU AND VR - -
I, SHE WON'T BE 4
REINCARNATED INTO _
N THE NEXT LIFE. £

. WiEnmwasA @ ¢
% TROUBLED--))\ ¥& /
_ A,

gl iz .




JEAN LORING
DESTROYED A
LOVE THAT WAS }

CENTURIES AND THEN
LOSE THEM...

...EVEN THOUGH
THEY’RE STILL

STANDING RIGHT IN _
FRONT OF YOU.

YOU'RE SUPPOSED /%

THE MORE YOU
TELL SOMEONE WHAT
THEY“RE SUPPOSED TO
DO, THE MORE THEY
FIGHT AGAINST IT.

.-.AS OURS
SHOULD BE.
IT’S OUR
DESTINY--

DESTINY
AND LOVE ARE
NOT THE SAME
b THING.

T

YOU DON'T HAVE —

i
ANY MEMORIES OF ‘a} 7 -
OUR PREVIOUS LIVES {7
LIKE I DO. __ g
JEANDID ¢
SOMETHING I'VE (
NEVER SEEN ANYONE |
DO IN ALL MY YEARS §
WITH THE LEAGLE,
KENDRA.

“SHE MADE
THE ATOM FEEL
SMALL.”

/ HANG UP AND
CALL AGAIN. IF you
NEED ASSISTANCE,

PLEASE DIAL THE
OPERATOR. ..




HOW FELIX FAUST& :
LED THE ELONGATE
MAN TO HIS DEATH. &

Pl |/ _CAROL'S
AND THE FASTEST MA e
ALIVE DOES SOMETHING B N °5 BN
I HAVEN'T SEEN HIM DO : ' S :
SINCE HE‘S BEEN BACK-- — o) B i
~ HAVEN’T BEEN
P --HE sTSIFP” IRIS ALWAYS TOGETHER
el wgg ALFTLE 0D e, ARy,
- IME, BARRY.
SHE SEEMED TO . a4
BRAG A LOT, LIKE
SHE HAD SOMETHING
TO PROVE, BUT...
MURDERING

I TELL BARRY HOW RALPH
BROKE DOWN AFTER SUE DIE

IRIS AND
SUE USED TO
GET COFFEE

WITH JEAN ONCE
A MONTH.

INVITE CAROL,

| BUT SHE WAS
ALWAYS
WORK--

vgHE’S!

" HELLO? %4
1S ANYONE
THERE?

N RICHARD
TRIED TO ™

IT WASN'T SAFE, ¢

BUT I WANTED TO 2

HONOR BRUCE’S
WISHES, TO BE

BURIED NEXT TO
HIS PARENTS.




l SPACE SECTOR O.

.QAL Ppscmcr L
OF THE GREEN %2
LANTERN CORPS "‘,‘

GUARDIANS OF
THE UNIVERSE.

IMM'ORTAL
FOUNDERS
OF THE
GREEN




"IN NEARLY EVERY N

WITH THE OAN
BATTERY LL
[=le]







THE CRYPTS OF THE

GREEN LANTERN CORPS.
71|

MORRO OF

SECTOR 666.
F N1l A
CRYPTKEEPER. /
L8

rf :il

7" THEY LOOK
= LIKE BLACK

T you
Nl ASANDONED ¥
B EMOTION EONS
S AGO.




THEY TOOK
BR







E
O¢g
Bg
Ny W
8o
15
{0

SHOU




Y/ AT LEAST
CALL RAY
f

YOU‘RE ALL
HE HAS RIGHT

B AND I GUESS
RAY’S
! HAVE.

DAMMIT, WHY
WON‘T YOU PUT THE
WEAPONS DOWN AND TALK?

WHY SHOULD
I TALK TO YOU,
KENDRA? _




F i =7 = s
WHY? WHY ARE YOU
WORRIED ABOUT ME?

THE JUSTICE SOCIETY...THEY

SAY YOU'VE GOTTEN MORE

VIOLENT EVERY TIME YOU'VE

BEEN REBORN. THEY SAY

HAWKGIRL USED TO KEEP
YOU CALM.

\

YOU KNOW OUR CURSE
i| | BETTER THAN I DO. YOU
\ KNOW IN EVERY PAST
LIFE WHEN OUR SOULS
ADMITTED THEIR LOVE,
THE HOURGLASS
TURNED OVER--

--AND WE DIED
BEFORE OUR
TIME.

i
N
<=3
%

DOESN‘T

I’M SAYING,
I'VE BEEN SAYING,
THAT I REFUSE TO

AND CURSES.

-
IT @ --YOU DON'T LOVE ME. 1
ISN‘T THAT WHAT YOU'VE
s BEEN SAYINGZ ISN'T THAT

WHAT YOU’RE SAYING
NOW? 4

GIVE CONTROL OVER
MY LIFE TO DESTINY

NO MATTER HOW
HARD THAT IS.
), AND IT’S...
... GOD;
IT’S SO
HARD.

YOU TO DIE, TO GIVE UP

CONTROL.

=

TO FORCE YOU TO
FEEL ANYTHING
YOU DONT.

v

I NEVER WANTED
TO CONTROL YOU,
KENDRA.

NEVER ABOUT
. CONTROL.

IT WAS










YOU WANT
TO KNOW WHAT
Y[ HAWKGIRL WAS GOING
@\ TO WHISPER SO SWEETLY

IN YOUR EAR,




CARTER...L...

NEVER HATED...
L..







f B é’ L k.
ﬂ]Ih DEATH WILL // ¢
I\ / TAI<E US ALL. [P N

AND THE

UNIVERSE WILL

FINALLY BE AT
PEACE.

S — NICK J. NAPOLITANO
IVAN REIS LETTERER
PINCILLER ADAM SCHLAGMAN

_ ASSOC. EDITOR
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