CAESAR ESSAY

Directions:  Compose a pre-write and a 5 paragraph argumentative essay over the prompt below.  You will have 60 minutes to complete the essay.
Your essay should include the following: 

1. A strong Thesis Statement that answers the prompt. 

2. Use of relevant details from the text (logos) to back up your argument. Make sure to use specific examples to prove your point. (See example below.)

3. Include a counter claim to your argument and effectively defeat that counter claim using logos from the text. 

4. Appropriate transitions.
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PROMPT

In Shakespeare's tragedy, Julius Caesar, the historical characters of Brutus 
and Mark Antony both present arguments sparked by the assassination of 
Julius Caesar around the themes of ambition, tyranny and democracy.  In 
a well-written essay, argue which of these two characters presents the 
more effective argument based on Aristotle's Rhetorical Means and 
Modes.  Remember that both speakers are faced with an equally hostile 
audience that they must move.

USING SPECIFIC EXAMPLES:

Any time you make a claim about something in a text, you need to back it up with specific examples from the text that will clearly demonstrate your point.

For example, if I were going to argue that treachery is a key theme in the story, and I made the statement that Brutus is particularly treacherous, I could not simply stop there. I’d need to prove that Brutus was treacherous. So, I would need to talk about the fact that Brutus was one of Caesar’s close friends in the Senate and someone with whom he’d worked with for many years. I would need to talk about the fact that not only did Brutus decide to conspire against this friend, but that he did so with only little urging from Cassius and the conspirators. It took only one conversation with Cassius on February 15 and a few supposed letters from the people to convince him to kill his best friend. I would need to talk about the fact that Caesar’s heart was broken by Brutus’s treachery, as Mark Antony pointed out in his speech over Caesar’s body and as we saw in Caesar’s final words, Et tu, Brute? His final words were about how shocked he was by his friend’s treachery. And so on…

