
Scary & Fun 
Literature 

Bellwork Journal:  Think of a story or a 
movie that you have seen that really scared 
you.  Why do you think it was so scary?  Did 

you enjoy it? Why? What do you think horror 
literature and movies can tell us about 

ourselves?  
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What is the scariest sound?
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Halloween

• Term derives from 
Hallowe’en, an old 
contraction of...

• All Hallow’s Eve so called 
because it came before All 
Saints Day, which used to be 
called All Hallows (all 
hallowed souls).

• This day was recognized by 
several N. European pagan 
religions as being special or 
holy.

• Christian missionaries 
reinterpreted the holiday like 
they did Christmas and Easter 
in order to win converts.
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Urban Legends

• A modern story of obscure 
origin and with little or no 
supporting evidence that 
spreads spontaneously in 
varying forms and often has 
elements of horror.
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Day of the Dead
Celebrated by Pagan Celts on Halloween.

It was believed that the sprits of the dead rose from the grave.
In order to attract them food was left on the doors.

To scare off evil spirits, the celts wore masks.
When the Romans invaded they adopted and embellished the tradition.

Tuesday, November 19, 2013



Symbols
• Spooky or scary things 

involving death, black 
magic, or mythical 
monsters.

• Characters include 
ghosts, ghouls, witches, 
bats, black cats, owls, 
goblins, zombies, 
skeletons and demons.

• Certain classical 
fictional characters 
have also become a 
part of our Halloween 
culture.  -- How many 
can you list?
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Count Dracula is a fictional 
character, inarguably the most 
famous vampire in literature.

He was created by the Irish writer 
Bram Stoker in his 1897 gothic 
horror novel of the same name.

It is an epistolary novel, that is, 
told mostly in diaries and letters 

from the characters.
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The Real Dracula?
• In their 1972 

publication In Search 
of Dracula, Radu 

Florescu & Raymond 
McNally suggest that 
Dracula was based on 

a real person.

• Following them, many 
authors have claimed 
that Stoker based his 
character loosely on 

the historical 
Wallachian Ruler 

Vlad Tepes III (a.k.a. 
Vlad Dracula or Vlad 

the Impaler)

• The name Dracula is 
derived from a secret 
fraternal order of 
knights called the 

Order of the Dragon.
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As of 2005, an estimated more than 200 
films feature Dracula in a major role.

This is a number second only to 
sherlock holmes.

The total number of films that include 
a reference to Dracula may exceed 

1,000.

The most famous film version of 
dracula was the first, done in 1931 

staring the actor Bela Lugosi.

Lugosi became obsessed with his 
charcter after the movie and, upon his 

request, was even buried in the original 
costume when he died in 1956.
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Frankenstein

• Also known by the title The 
Modern Prometheus.

• Written by Mary Wollstonecraft 
Shelly in 1816.

• Frankenstein is a Gothic novel 
infused with the spirit of the 
Romantic movement.

• Some claim that it is the very 
first Science Fiction novel.
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The Author
Mary Shelly was only 19 when she 

wrote Frankenstein.

She wrote it during the “Year 
Without A Summer,” in 1816 when the 

world was locked in a long, cold 
volcanic winter caused by the 
eruption of Tambora in 1815.

In this terrible year, the then Mary 
Wollstonecraft Godwin and her 

husband-to-be Percy Shelly visited 
Lord Byron by lake Geneva in 

Switzerland.

After reading Fantasmagoriana, an 
anthology of German ghost stories, 
Byron challenged the Shelleys and 
his personal physician John William 
Polidori each to compose a story of 

their own.
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The Text

• Mary conceived of the idea for 
Frankenstein after a waking 

dream or nightmare during which 
she saw “the pale student of 

unhallowed arts kneeling beside 
the thing he had put together.”

• Byron managed to write just a 
fragment of a story based on the 
vampire legends he heard while 

traveling in the Balkans.

• From this Polidori later created 
The Vampyre in 1819, the 

progenitor of the romantic 
vampire literary genre.  Thus, 
the Frankenstein and vampire 

themes were created from that 
single night.
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The next day, the snow storm cleared and the 
men went out to ski and play, forgetting all 

about their bet.  Mary stayed inside and wrote 
one of the greatest novels of all time.

Percy rewrote much of his wife’s book before 
its original publication.  

Later, however, Shelly republished the novel 
1831.  She had heavily revised it and included 
a new preface.  This is the version that is the 

most widely read now.
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When the novel was first published reviewers referred to it as “...a tissue of horrible and 
disgusting absurdity”.  Despite the reviews, Frankenstein achieved an almost 

immediate popular success.  Today the novel has translated in to numerous other 
genres, including film, theatre, cartoons and even graphic novels.
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The creature -- “my 
hideous progeny” -- 

was not given a name 
by mary Shelly, and is 
only referred to as 

“The Monster”.

After the release of 
James Whale’s popular 

1933 film 
Frankenstein, the 
public immediately 

began speaking of the 
monster itself as 

Frankenstein.

The Name of the Creature
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Other Classic Horror 
Writers
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Classic Movie 
Monsters
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Young Frankenstein
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Frankenstein?...
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Monsters have changed 
over the course of 
human history with 

technology.

As we learn more about 
ourselves and the 

world around us we 
develop new fears and 
new symbols of these 

fears.  
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With the nuclear age 
monsters get bigger, capable 

of terrorizing and 
destroying more than ever 

before.

These new monsters are a 
symbol of a new era.  A 

nuclear era.
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Even the largest 
of nuclear bombs 
can not keep our 

fears from 
turning inward.

Some of the most 
groundbreaking 
and horrifying 

pieces of fiction 
during the later 
half of the 20th 

century deal with 
our rapidly 

changing culture 
and society.
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Symbols of A new Era

• Social anxiety.
• Race discrimination.
• Revolution.
• Rapidly changing values.
• Drugs, violence, war...
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Monsters of the 80’s & 
90’s

Monsters of the 
“Regan Era”

 During the 80’s and 
90’s, we see a return to 
the single, human-sized, 
monsters that we saw 
during the romantic 
period, but without the 
romanticism.

  These monsters do not 
f a l l i n l o v e a n d , 
seemingly, can not be 
killed.

  They are a reflection 
of the anxiety and fear 
over the aids crisis as 
well as rising crime and 
violence in our society.
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Scream!

Vocab Word:  Deconstruct -- (dkn-strkt) 
tr.v.  1.  To break down into components; 
dismantle.  2.  To write about or analyze 
(a literary text, for example), following 
the tenets of deconstruction.

deconstruct  v.:  Interpret (a text or an 
art work), by the method of 
deconstructing.  

Edvard Munch’s “The Scream”
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The Blair Witch Cult

• Three film students travel 
to Maryland to make a 
student film about a local 
urban legend... The Blair 
Witch. The three went into 
the woods on a two day 
hike to find the Blair Witch, 
and never came back. One 
year later, the students film 
and video was found in the 
woods. The footage was 
compiled and made into a 
movie. The Blair Witch 
Project.
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The Blair Witch Project
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the end of an era.

• Monsters start to 
become less 
“fantastical” and more 
real, more human.

• Movies start to become 
repetitious.

• The repetition reaches 
the point where we 
start to make fun of our 
own horror movies.

• These movies start to 
“deconstruct” 
themselves.
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Movie Monsters of 
Today...

What characteristics can we 
attribute to the movie 
“monsters” of today?
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• Provokes an emotional response (fear, 
disgust, etc.)

• Includes elements of the supernatural 
(ghosts, vampires, etc.)

• Has a dark setting (scary, storms, eerie, 
etc.)

• Unexpected plot twists (expect the 
unexpected!)

• Who is the bad guy? (It is not always easy to 
tell the good guy from the bad guy!)

The 5 Elements of Horror
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Shakespeare?
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REDRUM REDRUM!!!
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Happy Halloween!

“All that we see or 
seem, is but a 

dream within a 
dream.”

-Edgar Allen Poe
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